February 14, 2010



     Finish the Work!

Part 3: Holiness required: Stop Touching Dead Things

Haggai 2:10-19

Intro:   1.
You may recall I told you about Pastor Mike being given the word for our churches this year.


 2. I also said at the beginning, “Over the next several weeks, unless the Lord gives us a sidetrack along the way, we’re going to consider four messages out of the book of Haggai which address God’s call to us to ‘Finish the Work!’”, so this week we pick up with Part 3.


 3. I want to be clear that we are not implying that the work will be finished this year – maybe, but maybe not – just that we need to have a mind to finishing the work, beginning to do so right now!


 4. We started this series with a little historical background to aid in understanding, proceeded to look at the Lord’s call for Israel – and us – to “consider our ways” and last time talked about “The Coming Glory: His Peace Abides”.


 5. Once again I need to reflect back to the last time we were in this series.


(1) I made several statements about why we are not here, saying it was not about money, fame, notoriety or with an eye toward building a big church.


(2) What I failed to emphasize was why we are here.


 i. To embrace all peoples through persistent prayer, biblical preaching and teaching, genuine worship and fellowship, to restore relationships between God and men!


 ii. Serving God...discipling people...building relationships!


(3) With God as our help, it is our desire to go beyond these four walls, even beyond this immediate community, with the gospel of Jesus Christ, proclaiming salvation, deliverance and freedom in His name, that souls might be saved and brought to maturity in Christ!


 6. This morning we continue the series, looking at:

Part 3:   Holiness required: Stop Touching Dead Things

Haggai 2:10-19


 I. Illustrated Instruction About Holiness  vv. 10-14


Hag 2:10-14 On the twenty-fourth of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to Haggai the prophet, saying, (11)  "Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Ask now the priests for a ruling: (12)  'If a man carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and touches bread with this fold, or cooked food, wine, oil, or any other food, will it become holy?'" And the priests answered, "No."  (13)  Then Haggai said, "If one who is unclean from a corpse touches any of these, will the latter become unclean?" And the priests answered, "It will become unclean."  (14)  Then Haggai said, " 'So is this people. And so is this nation before Me,' declares the LORD, 'and so is every work of their hands; and what they offer there is unclean.  

 1.  The timing of the third message through the prophet Haggai as referred to in verse 10 is significant.


(1) It had been just under four months since he first received a word from God in 1:1


(2) The result of Haggai’s first message was the resumption of the re-building of the temple of God which had been destroyed some 70 years earlier.


 i. The reconstruction had begun some 16 years earlier by those released from Babylon to return and do so with the pagan leaders blessing and provision.


 ii. Work was been halted shortly after it originally began because of opposition, and those who had returned to Jerusalem from captivity – from commoner to priest and governor – had become comfortable and forgotten why they were there in the first place!


 iii. While they had built beautiful homes for themselves and enjoyed a level of prosperity, the temple of God lay in ruin.


 iv. Now at the preaching of Haggai, exactly two months prior to the text we are considering this morning, work was once again begun.


(3) As we saw during our last message in this series, the people had become discouraged within about a month of resuming the work, mourning the insignificance of this new temple.


 i. Many – including Haggai – had seen the former temple and remembered it magnificence.


 ii. As discouragement and mourning weighed increasingly heavy, the work became adversely affected.


 iii. The Lord sent a fresh word to Haggai at that time, assuring His people the latter glory of the new temple would far exceed that of Solomon’s original structure.


(4) By comparing our current text in 2:10 with 2:1, we see that exactly one month had now passed since that second prophecy.


 i. The ninth month was when the sowing of the winter crops was finished and the autumnal rain (early rain) had set in.



 ii. It is in this backdrop that God once again speaks through Haggai, admonishing them to not repeat their past failures.


 iii. His timing provides Him the opportunity to point out the fulfillment of the return of His divine blessing through the abundant fall of this rain which will undoubtedly result in an abundant harvest at the end of the growing season.


 2. In verse 11 the prophet is told to ask the priests for a ruling, not that either the prophet or God Himself might gain information, but to expose the hearts of both the priests and the people!



(1) It was the priests responsibility to “...understand...teach...answer questions, and resolve doubts concerning [the Law]...”


(2) They were to do so not of their own intellect, or opinion or will or pleasure, “...but according to the rules and instructions given in the word of God...”


 3. The questions given to Haggai to pose in verses 12 and 13 are actually opposite sides of the the same matter.


(1) He first asks in verse 12: “'“If a man carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and touches bread with this fold, or cooked food, wine, oil, or any other food, will it become holy?”' And the priests answered, ‘No.’”


 i. To clarify, the question is” “does something holy communicate or transmit that holiness beyond what it originally touches?”


 ii. Is whatever is originally touched made holy to the degree that it caries that holiness and passes it on to other things with which it comes in contact?


 iii. The priests answer no, and rightly so based on the book of Leviticus, specifically chapter 6, thus showing their diligence in study and proper understanding of the ways of God.


(2) “Then Haggai said, ‘If one who is unclean from a corpse touches any of these, will the latter become unclean?’ And the priests answered, ‘It will become unclean.’”


 i. Here again, the question is does something unclean communicate or transmit that uncleanness, beyond what it originally touches?


 ii. Is a man who touches a dead body made unclean to the degree that he caries that uncleanness and passes it on to other things with which he comes in contact?


 iii. Here again, based on the book of Leviticus, the priests answer correctly, on this occasion, saying that is indeed the case.


 4. The application of these illustrations hit at the core of the Jews who had returned from exile and must be laid over our lives as an evaluative template as well.


(1) “...as a garment carrying...holy flesh could not sanctify other things touched by it that were common and profane...so their ritual devotions, and externally holy actions, did not and could not sanctify their impure hearts, but left them as unclean as before...”




 i. Bringing this concept into our day: church attendance, tithing, fasting and other merely religious activities have no ability to bring salvation and the accompanying transformation.


 ii. Only the blood of Jesus and the written Word of God, applied to our lives through a personal relationship with Him, made possible by the indwelling Holy Spirit, accomplish this work!

Col 2:18-23  “Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind,  (19)  and not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God.  (20)  If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  (21)  "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"  (22)  (which all refer to things destined to perish with use)--in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?  (23)  These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.”


Gal 3:2-3  “This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  (3)  Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?”


(2) On the other hand, as an impure person made everything he touched impure, so all their actions – even their religious ones – flowing from impure hearts, were impure also.



 i. Everything they had done – including the altar they built apart from the temple and all the sacrifices they made on it before their return to obedience in resuming the rebuilding of the temple – was unclean, defiled by their rebellious hearts which were rejecting obedience to God.

1Sa 15:22  “Samuel said [to Saul who was trying to justify his actions disobedience], ‘Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.’”


 ii. So too our failed attempts at religious behavior and acts of pious self-abasement and self-righteousness are not only worthless, but abominable before God!


Illus:
As one author said “One drop of filth will defile a vase of water: many drops of water will not purity a vase of filth [Moore].”



Illus:
Or as someone else well said, a sick person can make a well person sick, but a well person cannot share their health, causing a sick person to be well.



(3) This word should be a caution to us today!



 i. If you are walking in mere religious behavior, devoid a relationship of obedience with the Savior who purchased you, today is an opportunity to repent.


 ii. If, however, you are walking in right relationship with Him, receive the warning from the Lord and be careful lest you fall back!

Php 3:16  “...let us keep living by that same  standard to which we have attained.”

Rom 5:6, 9-10  “For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly...(9)  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  (10)  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.”


 5. Note that in verse 14 in our Haggai passage, the Lord uses the phrase: “‘This people’ and ‘this nation’ (as opposed to ‘My people’ [and ‘My nation’])”
.


(1) He had not disowned them, they had disowned Him as revealed by their actions!


(2) In our series on being led by the Holy Spirit we make a similar observation:


 i. “If we are people whose lives indicate we are being led by the Spirit of God, it serves as evidence – to us, other believers and the unsaved – that we are God’s sons!


 ii. “The opposite must also be true, that if we refuse to be led by the Spirit of God, our lives do not serve as evidence that we are God’s sons!”



(3) Max Lucado in his book The Great House of God says: “You may be willing to stop being God's child. But God is not willing to stop being your Father.”


 6. Having been given this lesson by way of illustration, Israel is now challenged to reflect back in determining their future.


 II. “...now, do consider from this day onward...” vv. 15-19

“'”But now, do consider from this day onward: before one stone was placed on another in the temple of the LORD,  (16)  from that time when one came to a grain heap of twenty measures, there would be only ten; and when one came to the wine vat to draw fifty measures, there would be only twenty.  (17)  “I smote you and every work of your hands with blasting wind, mildew and hail; yet you did not come back to Me,” declares the LORD.  (18)  “Do consider from this day onward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month; from the day when the temple of the LORD was founded, consider:  (19)  “Is the seed still in the barn? Even including the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree, it has not borne fruit. Yet from this day on I will bless you.”’”


 1. Having identified their failure, having underscored their need for diligence going forward, the Lord through His prophet says:  “But now...”, declaring a call for immediate response and action.

 2. The phrase “...consider from this day onward...” in verse 15 is not at this point referring to the day which it was spoken by Haggai, but as can be seen by the statement that follows, points back to before the first stone was placed in the rebuilding process.


(1) The Lord reminds them that all of their efforts at planting and harvesting yielded only half of what they were accustomed to yielding and had come to expect.


(2) He explains that such was the case as He was punishing them for their disobedience, trying to get their attention in the hope they would repent and return to Him.


(3) He reminds them how, in spite of all His effort, they refused to turn, continuing in their rebellious ways.


 3. In verse 18, however, the same phrase  “...consider from this day onward...” is used once again.


(1) On this occasion, the Lord through the prophet is indeed pointing to the current day as is seen by reference to the same day the word came to Haggai as noted in verse 10.


(2) Here the Lord is no longer telling them to reflect back on past failure and judgment, but to look forward in anticipation of what He would do.


 4. The question “Is the seed still in the barn?” in verse 19 is really answered by the time of the year and the statement which follows:  “...Even including the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree, it has not borne fruit.”.


(1) Based on the date recalled in this passage, the time for sowing was past, so the seed would have already been removed from the barn and sown in the field.


(2) The statement “it has not borne fruit” at the end of the second phrase applies to the seed as well as the other items listed – the vine, fig tree, pomegranate and olive tree, all of which did not grow annually from seed.


(3) There was no current indication that their harvest would be any better than it had been in recent years when they were under God’s chastening.


(4) For all they knew, nothing had changed, yet they were compelled to continue to sow, for failure to do so in that economy would have been devastating, both socially and economically!


Illus:
Recall the failure to plant in Zimbabwe back in the early 2000’s after the government kicked all the white farm owners out of the country and gave the land to nationals who had no expertise in running farms; the result of which was widespread poverty, and starvation!


 5. The final phrase of verse 19 is the real focus of  the second use of  “...consider from this day onward...”


(1) The Lord tells them “Yet from this day on I will bless you.”


(2) While they had no empirical evidence, God was promising the return of fruitfulness of their land.

(3) Their obedience in resuming the construction of the temple would be honored and rewarded.


(4) So too, whether or not we have empirical evidence to support our belief, God still rewards obedience!


(5) I also happen to believe that the best days for MRAG are ahead of us!


Concl:


(1) Perhaps today the Lord has been or is dealing with you about your reliance on mere religious activity and has shown you the need for and availability of a personal relationship with Him which will save.


(2) Perhaps today you’ve been walking in obedience, but need encouragement...
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