August 8, 2010 revised

Our Mission - Part 4

Various

Intro:
1.  
Since 1999, McKees Rocks Assembly of God has been guided by a Mission Statement the 




Lord helped the ministry leaders and I develop to more clearly understand and articulate who we are 


in God and who He wants us to be.

2. Over the past ten years we have tried to keep it front of our eyes and hopefully our thinking.


· I’ve preached about it several times.

· We mounted it over the front door on the inside wall so we would see it as we leave.

· We had the tag line made into this wonderful wooden sign and hung it above the cross.

· It's in the bulletin in one place or another, as is the tag line.

· It's in the projected announcements that run before every service.

· We've developed a brochure which includes it.

· We use it on our letterhead, business cards, e-mail I send out, and anything and anywhere we can.


3. Several years ago the leaders and I reviewed the Mission Statement together to see if it needed updated and decided it did not!


4. Last year the Lord told us to go “Forward!”, this year He told us to prepare for “an Extraordinary Shift”, then took us through a series entitled “Finish the Work”, followed by a series called “What’s My Line” which focused on each of us in the Body of Christ having a job to do and a call from God to do it!


5. He's made it clear to me that it is now time for us as a church to again cover the Mission Statement to remind those who know it and communicate it to those who don't.

“To embrace all peoples through persistent prayer, Biblical preaching, teaching, genuine worship and fellowship.  To restore relationships between God and men by freely demonstrating His love!”


6. We’ve covered our reason for having a Mission Statement, our goal to embrace as well as the ways we embrace, and  last week, having come to the final line in the statement itself, we covered restoring relationships between God and all people, so this week we continue, looking at:

IV. The second aspect of this restoring of relationships which is between people of differences.

1. There is, of course, the obvious need for reconciliation across racial and ethnic lines.

(1) Pastor Mike has rightly said that such reconciliation is really impossible outside of Christ.


(2) I submit to you, however, that if we are truly in Christ this will occur as a normal outgrowth of our relationship with Jesus.


(3) The efforts of man do and will fail as only Christ Himself can bring about true reconciliation!

2. There is also a need for reconciliation in the church across denominational or organizational lines.


(1) Many have been man’s efforts in this matter, all of which have failed!

Illus:
The Ecumenical Movement which began in 1910 resulted in the formation of the World Council of Churches in 1948 which brought too much compromise of Biblical truth in order to attempt to retain unity.

(2) Again it is my conviction that if we are truly in Christ this will occur as a normal outgrowth of our relationship with Jesus, something I’ve been privileged to watch the Lord begin to do through the Pittsburgh Neighborhood Church Network.

3.  There is also the need for reconciliation across socio-economic lines within the church.

(1) The typically affluent suburban church needs to recognize that its typically poorer urban sister is a legitimate member of the Body of Christ which may benefit from support and resources the suburban church can provide, but is not a charity case that is desperate and looking for hand-outs!


Illus:
Refer to the oft misperception of suburbanites that the city is made up of drug dealers, addicts and gangs.

(2) The urban church, on the other hand, needs to recognize that the suburban church’s seemingly more comfortable position does not make it a less spiritual part of the body of Christ, nor should it be a target of a “you owe us” mentality!


Illus:
Discuss the oft misperception of suburban churches being wealthy and having an over abundance of money and workers.

4.  Bottom line: it is my conviction that if we are truly in Christ, reconciliation will occur as needed as a normal outgrowth of our relationship with Jesus!

(1) WE must allow it to happen!!

(2) We cannot allow any prejudice of any type to influence what God has called us to do! 

ROM 10:12-13  “For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call upon Him; for ‘Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.’”

Joh 21:22  “Jesus *said to [Peter who was questioning him about John], "If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me!" (brackets mine for clarity)

(3) Yet we must not be distracted into false, albeit often well intentioned, efforts of man to accomplish “so called” reconciliation on any level or on any front, particularly when such efforts call us to compromise Biblical positions.


5. The method we believe God has given for restoring relationships is the final phrase of our Mission Statement:

V. “...by freely demonstrating His love.”

1. The term “freely” attempts to communicate our desire to use any means God makes available.


(1) Our demonstration of the love of God must take place without arbitrary restriction of any nature!


(2) The following phrases must never become part of our vocabulary in making a decision to or not to do something!

i. “We’ve never done it that way...”


ii. “We’ve always done it this way...”


iii. “That will never work...”


Illus:
A Pastor friend of mine laughed and expressed appreciation when I told him how we have developed the tendency to be the church of “we ain’t never done it that way, so let’s give it a shot!”

(3) As God uses the creativity He has sown into each of us, we must be willing to consider even the most radical sounding ideas He brings to our attention!

Illus:
Recount Brian Bolt’s vision, originally rejected by some, now having born significant fruit in numerous lives for the sake of the Kingdom and looking to be replicated!


(4) While we must be willing to use any means available, that does not mean we endorse or participate in a “free-for-all” where everyone is doing their own thing!


i. God has raised up leaders – from the Pastor on down – to lead!

Heb 13:17-18  “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.  (18)  Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a good conscience, desiring to conduct ourselves honorably in all things.”


ii. Not every idea will be embraced and not every idea will be endorsed.


(a) Sometimes the timing just may not be right.


(b) Other things, while perhaps well intended, may not line up with Scripture or our Mission Statement, thus could be a distraction from the work God has given us as a church to do.


(c) If you are convinced God has said something and the leadership cannot say “amen” at this time, trust the Lord to bring it to pass, as I am confident that we are all endeavoring to hear from Him!

(d) “Freely” here also doesn't mean individuals should “freely” take things into their own hands and run with them anyway apart from leadership’s endorsement!


Illus:
Over the years a number of different folks have decided it was time to leave so they could fulfill what they believe God has said; unfortunately more than one has ended up shipwrecked.


(5) I must also say here that “freely” does not say these things will be without cost.


i. Many of the things God has and will call us to do will require significant investments of finances, time, effort and energy!


ii. The reality of life is most things have a cost associated with them!


Illus:
A case in point here is our upcoming Summer outreach at the end of August!

2. The term “demonstrating” from “freely demonstrating His love,” requires that we put feet to our faith and actions to our words!

JAM 2:17-18  “Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.  But someone may well say, ‘You have faith, and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.’"

(1) We cannot be advocates of a “do as I say, not as I do” mentality, rather we must lead by example!

(2) Perhaps you’ve heard the statement “Your actions are shouting so loudly I can’t hear your words!”

MAT 5:16 "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” (Italics mine)

EPH 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”  (Applicable corporately as well as individually!  Italics mine)

(3) Once again we must keep in mind the need for genuineness, honesty, sincerity and integrity!

3. What we believe we are to demonstrate is “...His love.”

(1) If we show only human love we will accomplish nothing for the kingdom of God!


i. God’s love is always motivated by the best interest of others.


ii. Human love often has selfish motives which can be difficult if not impossible to discern!

Jer 17:9  “‘The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick Who can understand it?’”


(a) The word here translated “desperately sick” in the NAS is translated “wicked” in the KJV.

iii.  The Greek word is defined as “...the incurably wicked, desperately sick condition of the human heart (Jer 17:9) that only God knows.”
 

(2) In fact, human “love” or compassion sometimes even short circuits the discipline the love of God demands!


(3) Yet as Romans 5:5 states, “...the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” and we must allow His love to flow through us!


(4) Jesus put it this way: 

JOH 13:35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."


MAT 5:44-45  "...I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax-gatherers do the same?”


Concl:
God has given us a Mission!

The Mission of McKees Rocks Assembly of God

To embrace all peoples through persistent prayer, Biblical preaching, teaching, genuine worship, and fellowship.  To restore relationships between God and men by freely demonstrating His love.

(1) If you would like to have a personal relationship with God, then you need to surrender your life to Jesus today!


(2) Do you know the Lord, call this your home church, yet must confess a lackadaisical attitude toward the mission God has given us and need to repent today?

�� HYPERLINK "http://www.faithnet.org.uk/KS4/Social Harmony/ecumenicalmovement.htm"��	http://www.faithnet.org.uk/KS4/Social%20Harmony/ecumenicalmovement.htm�


�	The Complete Word Study Dictionary, © 1992 By AMG International, Inc., Chattanooga, TN 37422, U.S.A., Revised edition, 1993
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