April 11, 2010

What’s My Line?

Part 1: God Saved you to serve Him...

Intro:   1.
There was an old TV game show which ran essentially from 1950 through 1975 called “What’s My Line?”



 2. On this show a panel of celebrities would ask questions of a contestant in an effort to guess their occupation.


 3. Now you may wonder what this obscure reference to a now severely outdated TV game show has to do with us on a Sunday morning!


 4. As the Lord is moving us forward – as declared last year – toward an extraordinary shift – as declared this year – I believe He’s calling us to discover more clearly who we are in Him both individually and corporately as a church.


 5. We need to do this by discovering what gifts, talents, abilities and callings God has given each of us.


 6. In order to do so, we need to be willing to ask the Lord:  “What’s My Line?”


 I. God Saved you to serve Him...

Eph 2:8-10  “...by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  (9)  not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  (10)  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”


 1. I have to start by saying this series – indeed this passage this morning – is really addressed to those who know Jesus Christ as their personal Savior and Lord.


(1) If you don’t know Jesus, God has a plan for your life and the starting point is surrendering control of your life to Him.


(2) He loves you enough to have sent His eternal Son, Jesus, to die to pay for your sins as we have just celebrated during the Easter season.


(3) If you will accept His free gift of eternal life, surrendering control of your life to Him, I can assure you on the authority of God’s Word that He has a plan for your life which will be more fulfilling than anything you could ever have imagined or arranged on your own!


 2. It has been said on a number of occasions recently that God did not save us just to take us to heaven or we would already be there!


(1) In considering this passage we must first recognize that no one ever earned salvation – restoration to a right relationship with God which includes eternal life in His presence beginning here and now.
“...by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God...”


(2) God has offered us this free gift,  paying for it with the blood of His only Son.


(3) He did so, however, with an expectation that we would respond to His love by cooperating in doing the work for which He has created us.


(4) While He certainly could, He will not force us to do His will.


 i. The uniqueness of man in God’s creation is that we were made in His image with the ability and opportunity to choose to obey or disobey.


 ii. Because of Adam and Eve’s choice in the garden, all of mankind has been “sold into bondage to sin...” (Rom 7:14), we have become slaves to sin (Rom 6:20-23)


(5) On the other hand, He has given and will give all we need to accomplish whatever He has called us to.

Joh 1:12  “...as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name...” 


 i. The Greek word translated “right” in the NASB is “exousia”.


(a) It is defined as the “power of choice...physical and mental power...the ability or strength... which one...either possesses or exercises...”



(b) It is elsewhere defined as the “Permission, authority, right, liberty...to do something...”



 ii. Note that this right or power is not given to just a select few, but to “...as many as received Him...to those who believe in His name...”


Illus:
There is a statement in the led by the Spirit series which echos this, saying: “As Christians, these words apply to US, without exception or excuse!”
  


 iii. Jesus came to free us from sin that we might choose to serve God and the Holy Spirit came to give us the power we need.

Act 1:8  Jesus said “...‘you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.’”


(a) If you know Jesus as your personal Savior and Lord, yet have never received the baptism in the Holy Spirit, there is more power available to you through this free gift.
Act 2:38-39  “Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  (39)  ‘For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.’”


(b) If you have received this gift and are still lacking power, perhaps you need a refill!

Act 4:31  “...when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.”


(i) Peter and John had just been released from jail after being arrested for preaching in the name of Jesus.


(ii) Upon returning to their fellow believers, all of whom had received the Holy Spirit in the upper room, they all called on the Lord in prayer and received a fresh in-filling of the Holy Spirit.


(iii) This shows us a pattern seen a number of times in the New Testament where believers receive a re-fill!


 3. As the passage in Ephesians continues in verse 10,  “...we are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus...”


(1) Don’t overlook those first three words:  “...we are His...”


 i. “We” as we have already asserted refers to those whose lives are submitted to Jesus Christ.


 ii. The word “are” declares the definitiveness of our position – no ifs, ands or buts about it, we are!


 iii. “His” unquestionable refers to the Lord God Almighty!

Psa 100:3  “Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.”

Php 2:13  “...for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.”


(2) Back to the verse, the word “workmanship” here is “literally, ‘a thing of His making’; ‘handiwork.’”



(3) God is the One who had done it, we certainly have not done it ourselves!


(4) He took each of us as described in Eph 2:1 who “...were dead in...trespasses and sins,” and has made us, through salvation “in Christ Jesus”, for a specific purpose.


Illus:
The old cliché says “God made you and He don’t make no junk!”

(5) The psalmist, King David wrote: “I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made...”  Psa 139:14a


 4. We were “...(created in Christ Jesus) for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”


(1) The “...good works...” Paul refers to is what this series is about!


 i. We will be discovering some details about these together in the weeks ahead.


 ii. “‘Good works’ cannot be performed until we are new ‘created unto’ them.”
, unless someone is born again by the Spirit of God, they are incapable of truly doing “good works!”

Isa 64:6  “For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment...”


 iii. On the other hand, one who is “in Christ...is fit and ready, and in a capacity to perform good works; the new man formed in him, is formed...for the expressed purpose of the performance of righteous and holy actions...”
 


 iv. As has been already stated, the primary reason for God saving us was not to take us to heaven, “It was that we should be ‘holy.’...leading holy lives...”
 as evidence that we are the children of God!


 v. We are not saved by good works, we are saved for good works; to do good works!


(2) Not just any “good works” will do, however, only those “...which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”


 i. There are some “good works” we all can, indeed must be found doing.

Joh 13:35  “‘By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.’”

Mat 28:19  “‘Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,’”


 ii. There are also those which have been custom designed for specific individuals to do.


Reference next page!




1Co 12:12-20  “For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.  (13)  For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  (14)  For the body is not one member, but many.  (15)  If the foot says, ‘Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,’ it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.  (16)  And if the ear says, ‘Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,’ it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.  (17)  If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?  (18)  But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.  (19)  If they were all one member, where would the body be?  (20)  But now there are many members, but one body.”


 iii. Let us not miss the lesson like king Saul in the Old Testament:

1Sa 15:22  “Samuel said, ‘Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.’”


(a) While preaching recently I made the unplanned yet profound statement that many sacrifices are made unnecessarily because we are unwilling or refuse to obey!


(b) If we would simply learn the value of obedience, we would also learn that fewer “sacrifices” are actually necessary!


(c) As we walk in obedience to the Lord, what others might consider sacrifices actually become willingly performed expressions of love to the God who first loved us!



Concl:


(1) God Saved you to serve Him...

Eph 2:8-10  “...by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  (9)  not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  (10)  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”


(2) Are you saved today?


(3) Are you serving Him today?


(4) Have you been sacrificing rather than obeying??
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