April 25, 2010

What’s My Line?

Part 3:  God Has Called Key Leaders


Intro:   1.
Two weeks ago I told you about an old TV game show which essentially ran from 1950 through 1975 called “What’s My Line?”



 2. On that show a panel of celebrities would ask questions of a contestant in an effort to guess their occupation.


 3. I then told you that as the Lord is moving us “forward” – as declared last year – toward an “extraordinary shift” for which we are to prepare – as declared this year – I believe He’s calling us to discover more clearly who we are in Him both individually and corporately as a church.


 4. We need to do this by discovering what gifts, talents, abilities and callings God has given each of us – and He has given them to each of us!


 5. In order to do so, we need to be willing to ask the Lord:  “What’s My Line?”


 6. In part One of this series we said:  God Saved you to serve Him..., in part Two we saw that Every Part Has a Purpose.


 7. Interestingly enough, as a confirmation, the Lord had Pastor Mike preach on Friday night essentially the same message I preached last Sunday!


 8. This week we’ll consider:


 III. God Has Called Key Leaders


 1. The Bible tells us the Lord gave leadership ministries which are “gifts to the Church, not just to some particular local church.”
 (Italics mine)

EPH 4:8;11   “Therefore it says, ‘When He ascended on high...He gave gifts to men.’...And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers...”

(1) Individuals who are called by the Lord to these roles receive these gifts and have the responsibility to walk in them on a permanent basis.

(2) While these individuals are given spiritual gifts to enable them to fulfill the office to which God has called them, the individuals themselves then also become gifts to the church.


 i. It’s on this basis that I’ve said on several occasions that the Lord has given me to you!

(3) It is entirely possible for an individual to operate in one or more of these offices at the same time as God sees fit as He is the One who gives the gifts anyway!

 2. The first of these key leaders is the Apostle – a term with the basis meaning of “one sent forth”
.


(1) This term is applicable to "any messenger who was appointed and commissioned for some special purpose.”

(2) Jesus used it in reference to the original twelve which was a limited group that performed a special function in establishing the Church at the beginning.

(3) The 70, sent out in Luke 10, were also referred to by Jesus with the same term, were given the same mission at the time, and returned with the same results.

(4) Paul, Barnabas, Andronicus, Junius, Cephas, the Twelve, 500 and James the brother of Jesus are all referred to by Paul as being apostles, with himself being the “last [or least] of all” (1Co 15:5-8).



 i. This also appear to be a limited group who were first hand witnesses of the resurrection, teaching and sayings of Christ,
 with the possible exception being Paul.

(5) The office and ministry of Apostle continues in the church today and is one which consists of “church-building, fellowship-building work, exercised with accompanying miracles that are the work of the Spirit.”

(6) Not everyone who plants and/or builds a church – body not a building – is an Apostle, but every Apostle will be involved in church planting/building!


(7) As we look at the letters of Paul in the New Testament, we can see the Apostle, as part of his church-building role, worked to insure sound doctrine and practice as well.

Eph 4:14  “As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;”

1Ti 4:6  “In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following.”

Tit 1:7-9  “For the overseer must be above reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain,  (8)  but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, self-controlled,  (9)  holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.”

(8) These individuals will have genuine miracles that accompany their ministry.


Illus:
Often we limit miracles to those seen externally, but as Jim Cymbala says in his book Fresh Faith, “...the greatest things [God] does are internal, not external.  Ephesians 3:20 speaks of God “who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine...according to his power that is at work within us.”



 3. The second key leader is the Prophet – a Spirit filled spokesperson for God, taught by God what to do and say; “a proclaimer of revelation directly received from God.”

(1) There are two aspects of prophecy and a prophet of God will be found exercising one or both!

 i. Both Old and New Testament prophets “challenged the people and led them in worship ...(bringing) illumination and practical application of truths already received.”
, forth-telling – declaring – the Word of God.

 ii. Some biblical prophets foretold the future, even in the New Testament such as Agabus did (Acts 11:28; 21:11),  foretelling God’s plan for an individual or group.

(2) "Those who were used regularly by the Spirit in the exercise of the gift of prophecy in the local congregation are also called prophets (1 Corinthians 14:29, 32, 37)."



(3) This office and that of Apostle, is believed by some to have ceased in the church.


 i. Their primary argument is typically based on 1CO 13:10 “but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.”


 ii. Such individuals believe that the Bible is “the perfect” which is referred to in this passage.


 iii. The problem is that the context of the verse refutes their position just two verses later:

1CO 13:12   “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known.”

(4) On the other extreme are those who see prophets everywhere, yet do not hold them to the biblical standard:

DEU 18:22 “When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.”

(5) Some are so bold as to say prophets are not subject to biblical scrutiny, contrary to the admonition Paul issued in 1CO 14:32, saying  “...the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets”


Illus:
Report of A/G Pastor (2001) “putting on his Apostle’s hat” in the pulpit, thus declaring that what he was about to say was not subject to challenge!

 i. No one is ever above Biblical scrutiny and an authority unto themselves!!!!

 4. The third key leader in the church is the Evangelist – “a preacher of the gospel, a proclaimer of good news."

(1) This term is only used twice in the New Testament.


 i. Philip who was one of the original Deacons (Act 6:5) was know as an Evangelist (Acts 21:8).


 ii. Paul urged Timothy to do the work of an evangelist, yet did not specifically identify him as holding that office (2 Timothy 4:5).


(a) This leads us to make the point that not everyone who does the work of an Evangelist necessarily occupies that office.


(b) Those who occupy these offices will be found doing the related work on a consistent basis.


(2) Based on the example of Philip, the ministry of an evangelist is to those who do not know Christ.

(3) Contrary to what is often the case today, they did not go to churches, that was the work of the prophet or perhaps teacher.

 5. Next we see Pastor-Teachers, which are seen by some as being united into a single office.



(1) I, on the other hand, agree with those who see Pastors and Teachers as two separate offices, based on the Greek word for each which has distinct meaning.

 i. The word translated “Pastor” in the Greek
 means “a shepherd”. 

(a) Such individuals are responsible for the oversight of the “sheep” or in this case people under his leadership/care.

(i) A shepherd leads as opposed to pushes.


(ii) A shepherd nurtures rather than abuses.


(iii) A shepherd disciplines not punishes!


(b) A Pastor/Shepherd is responsible for leading the flock to good food and water

(i) Spiritual food from the Word of God through the Pastor and others!


(ii) Spiritual water of the Spirit of God as experienced in times of worship in Spirit and truth!


(c) A Pastor/Shepherd is responsible for protecting those under his charge from thieves and wild animals

(i) In the Church, thieves are false teachers who try to draw individuals to themselves rather than Jesus.


(ii) Wild animals are undisciplined, immature, wanna-be leaders who think nothing of usurping authority!


(d) Our modern day picture of a Pastor is often distorted, more accurately reflecting the position of an elder-presbyter-bishop as the local church's administrative officer.



 ii. The Greek word for “teacher” here means “instructor.”



(a) A teacher’s primary responsibility is to help the people understand, assimilate and apply the Word of God to their lives.

(b) He/she also is used by the Spirit to “bring out neglected truth, and help train and inspire others to become teachers.”

(c) This individual may or may not be a Pastor!


Illus:
Several years ago, for the first time in my Christian experience, we had a speaker on Friday night who identified himself specifically as a teacher, and rightly so!


Concl:


(1) As we move forward toward the extraordinary shift the Lord has for us, I am convinced He is going to identify existing individuals who fit these descriptions and raise up new ones as well.


(2) Maybe today you believe the Lord has spoken to your heart, calling you to one of these offices...


(3) Maybe you’re here today and don’t even know Jesus as your personal Savior and Lord, yet having heard how God has a plan for your life, now are compelled to respond...
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