May 16, 2010

What’s My Line?

Part 4:  The Priority of the Power-filled Practical


Intro:   1.
At the beginning of April I told you about an old TV game show which essentially ran from 1950 through 1975 called “What’s My Line?”



 2. On that show a panel of celebrities would ask questions of a contestant in an effort to guess their occupation.


 3. I then told you that as the Lord is moving us “forward” – as declared last year – toward an “extraordinary shift” for which we are to prepare – as declared this year – I believe He’s calling us to discover more clearly who we are in Him both individually and corporately as a church.


 4. We need to do this by discovering what gifts, talents, abilities and callings God has given each of us – and He has given them to each of us!


 5. In order to do so, we each need to be willing to ask the Lord:  “What’s My Line?”


 6. In part One of this series we said:  God Saved you to serve Him..., in part Two we saw that Every Part Has a Purpose, last time in part three we talked about how God Has Called Key Leaders


 7. This week we’ll consider:


 III. The Priority of the Power-filled Practical


 1. In part two of this series we looked at the point:  “Celebrate the 'insignificant'”

1Co 12:22-25  “...it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary;  (23)  and those members of the body which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable members become much more presentable,  (24)  whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked,  (25)  so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another.”


(1) We observed concerning this passage that a broader application of a principle is more important than a precise definition of minute detail here.


(2) The point is that what seems to be important, or lovely, or strong, or most deserving of honor often is not!


 i. The word translated “seem” in verse 22 is defined as pointing to “...the subjective mental estimate or opinion formed by man concerning a matter.”

 ii. In other words, it’s pointing to human judgment, which we know, even among saved, sanctified, filled with the Holy Spirit folk, is not always reliable!

1Sa 16:7  While examining the sons of Jesse to see who the Lord would have become king in Israel “...the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.’”


(3) You may not like this remark, but beware of being excessively dogmatic about your opinion in a matter, even if you’re convinced it’s biblical, because you may not see as clearly as you think!


 2. The parts of the Body we’re going to consider this morning tend to be practical in nature, thus perhaps perceived to be a bit less glamorous, less desirable, less deserving of honor or importance, yet nothing could be further from the truth.


ROM 12:6-8   “Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly:...if service, in his serving;...or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.” (Prophecy and teaching excerpted for clarity sake)

1CO 12:28   “...God has appointed in the church...helps, administrations...” (Others excerpted for clarity)


Illus:
In all my years as a Pastor, I’ve had a number of people come to me and say they believe God is giving them the gift of healing, or called them to preach, or prophesy or discern things in the Body, yet I don’t ever remember someone running up and jubilantly declaring God has given them the gift of service or helps, though I must say there have been many who have simply walked them out!

(1) Individuals who occupy the positions in the Body of Christ we’re going to consider today seem to do so on a permanent basis rather than a temporary or momentary basis.


(2) What we must be careful not to overlook is such roles still originate from and depend upon the enablement of the Spirit of God.

 3. The first of these we want to look at today, as identified by the NASB, is Service.


(1) The Greek work here is diakonia, from which comes the word/title/office of Deacon.


(2) Service includes, but is not limited to, preparation of a meal, taking care of the poor and the sick,
 reconciliation, anything involved with caring for the “...temporal affairs of the Church...”
 in contrast to preaching, teaching and prophesying.


(3) There is a fine line between this and the ministry of helps, which we will consider in a moment.


(4) This same word is translated “preparations” in Luke 10:40 in describing what Martha was doing while Mary was sitting at Jesus’ feet!

(5) In this passage in Romans, the word does not appear to be used to speak of the specific office of Deacon, but rather is referring to the function being performed either by a Deacon or some other non-Deacon member of the body!



Illus:
In the same way, Paul told Timothy to do the work of an Evangelist, but there is no indication Timothy occupied the  office of an Evangelist.


(6) In our, as well as many churches, there are an abundance of opportunities to “serve”.


 i. There are things we currently do.


Illus:

This past week this church greatly blessed the family of our brother, Deacon Bobby Gamble, by people who fulfilled this role!


 ii. Yet there is much more that could be done if someone with a heart to do them responds to the Lord’s prompting!


 4. The second part of the Body of Christ we want to look at this morning as listed in Rom 12 is Exhortation.


(1) The Greek word here is a combination of two separate Greek words, one meaning “to the side of” and the other meaning “to call”.



(2) Consequently, one who exhorts calls others to come.


Illus:
The illustration given by one source is Paul’s appeal to the Jewish leaders in Rome to come and hear the reason he is in chains.

(3) Exhortation is more than a mere passive invitation, however, carrying with it a sense of strength, a measure of forcefulness.


(4)  It also carries the connotation of calling on others for aid or assistance.


(5) Such an individual “...presents the warnings and the promises of God to...” [stir] men to the fulfillment of their responsibilities.



(6) While the Pastor may be found doing this, others in the body may be involved as well; Kevin does on a monthly basis concerning missions.


(7) One source observes that such individuals may be “sons of thunder” as Jesus named James and John, the sons of Zebedee, or such a person may be more of an encourager such as Joseph the Levite who was known as Barnabas!

 5. The third part of the Body of Christ we need to consider is one that many are uncomfortable mentioning, and that is those who are called to give!


(1) There are times when people in the Body take offense at the preacher when he speaks of giving, yet there is a Biblical basis for such a call.


(2) Regrettably some in the Body of Christ have abused the call for giving so as to sour people against the appropriateness of it.


(3) In the beginning of the church such giving was spontaneous – as directed by the Spirit of God – and people freely responded.

Act 4:32-37  “...the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were common property to them.  (33)  And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all.  (34)  For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales  (35) and lay them at the apostles' feet, and they would be distributed to each as any had need.  (36)  Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called Barnabas by the apostles (which translated means Son of Encouragement),  (37)  and who owned a tract of land, sold it and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet.”


Illus:
Recall phone call from insurance agent “Some are called to go and some to give.  I believe the Lord has called me to give.”


(4) Contrary to the opinion of some people in the church today, giving “just what I’m able” is not historically the Christian practice.

2Co 8:1-4  “Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia,  (2)  that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality.  (3)  For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord,  (4)  begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in the support of the saints...”


(5) Once again, however, we must emphasize that not everyone has the gift of giving which goes the extra mile!


 6. The next role in the Body of Christ we need to consider is that of Ruling (KJV), Leading (NAS).


(1) The  word in the Greek means “...to be over, to preside, rule...” 


(2)  Such leading or ruling in the Kingdom of God is not domination but service: servant-leadership.


Reference next page!


Mat 20:25-28  “...Jesus called them to Himself and said, ‘You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.  (26)  ‘It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant,  (27)  and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave;  (28)  just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.’”


(3) This role as regards oversight of the church as a whole in today’s church is typically done by the Pastor, the Deacons and the Elders.


(4) Yet within most churches – certainly our church – there are leaders and rulers responsible for various areas of ministry. 


(5) Note the admonition as to how this particular function is to be carried out:  “...with diligence...”


 i. It is a sobering responsibility to be entrusted with leadership of this nature in the kingdom of God.


 ii.  There is a principle presented James 3:1 concerning teachers incurring stricter judgment which I am absolutely convinced applies to those who exercise authority in leading or ruling!


 iii. This is supported within the admonition to the body as a whole in:

Heb 13:17  “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.”  (Italics mine)


 iv. Being in leadership in the church is an honor and a privilege, is worthy of desire and pursuit, but it is not something to be taken lightly!

1Ti 3:1  “It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do.” 

Luk 14:28  In the context of outlining requirements for discipleship, so how much more leaders, Jesus said:  “‘...which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it?’”

 7. The fifth role shown to us here in Romans is “showing mercy”


(1) This ministry involves caring for the needs of the sick, hungry, those needing clothing and the prisoners.


(2) Herein lies practical ministry such as hospital visitation, food-banks, soup kitchens, clothing banks and prison ministries.


 i. In this community there is already a well established, effectively functioning food-bank which you could come along side of and support if the Lord so directs.



 ii. All the other things listed – and more – could undoubtedly be undertaken should the Lord stir your heart to do so.


 iii. One thing I must underscore here, however, is the focus of such ministries must be to meet genuine need and not feed people’s greed.


 iv. Additionally, it is my conviction that God’s desire is to free people from such dependence, not perpetuate such a dependence indefinitely!


(3) It seems significant that the way this ministry is to be undertaken is “...with cheerfulness...”


 i. Many of those involved in such efforts become cynical and bitter.


 ii. Only those who draw their strength from the Lord can do so long-term and maintain cheerfulness which is necessarily to truly minister effectively, helping people find hope and freedom.


 8. Number six this morning is the ministry of helps


(1) Helps involves various activities necessary in accomplishing practical work of the church.


(2) Truth be told those involved in helps are often the grease that keeps the machine moving!


(3) These are the unsung heroes who set-up and tear down outreaches, make sure tables are in place for dinners, change light bulbs that are burned out, mop floors, sweep carpets, knock down bees nests, cut grass, pull weeds, pick up trash and a multitude of other incredibly essential functions without which the church would crash and burn!

 9. Lastly this morning is the role of administration


(1) As with each of the things we’ve looked at today, this is a supernatural equipping which transcends or otherwise accentuates natural abilities.


(2) This role is often seen as nonspiritual, yet dependency on the Holy Spirit and the gifts He gives rather than a natural ability is needed to effectively administer the work of the church.


(3) In the modern day church individuals such as Pastors, Presbyters, District Sup., etc., walk in this role.


Illus:
Br. Bongiorno’s comment to an individual that was marveling over the performance of the Penn-Del Loan fund, wondering who had the MBA: “we’re just a bunch of preachers!”


 10. Before we close today, we need to see that each of these roles, offices or functions we have discussed today are actually spiritual gifts given by God for the fulfillment of the work of the church!

Concl:


(1) Don’t know Jesus?

(2) Believe God’s speaking to you about a particular area of ministry?

(3) Need to repent for failing to faithfully fulfill what God has called you to...
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