November 22, 2008

In the Last Days: Part Two

Act 2:16-18, 21

Intro:   1.
Last week I told you I believed the Lord directed me to step away from the series we are in through the book of Revelation with what would be a two part mini-series!


 2. I pointed to the statement made the previous week during the introduction of the message: “We are living in difficult times which frankly I'm not expecting to improve anytime soon – if ever – though I honestly hope I'm wrong!”


 3. I then made a statement questioning the accuracy of those who are declaring there will be a final revival before the Lord returns, even going so far as to challenge someone to correct me if I'm wrong!


 4. I then told you how the Holy Spirit pulled my coat, reminding me of this very statement, not showing me where it is stated specifically that there will be a great revival before Jesus comes to take His bride away in the rapture, but the need to balance out what I said.


 5. Yes, these are perilous times when the hearts of many are waxing cold, but these are also marvelous days in which we can indeed have great expectations not only for the Lord to take us out of this evil, but for Him to make Himself known both to us and the unsaved folks around us in the midst of it!

Act 2:16-18, 21  (As Peter stood explaining what was being witnessed on the day of Pentecost he said) “...this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel:  (17)  'AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,' God says, 'THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND; AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY, AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS;  (18)  EVEN ON MY BONDSLAVES, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, I WILL IN THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT And they shall prophesy...(21) 'AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.'”


 6. Nothing in God's economy or from His perspective has changed since this text was penned, it is only that many in these days in the church have become lukewarm or lost their first love.


Illus:
Mention the G2G conference this past week, hosted by a massive church founded, built and thriving on the reality of what Peter declared!


 7. We covered the first part of this passage last week, so today we conclude our “min-series” about “In the Last Days,” picking up in verse 17b


 I. Act 2:17b “AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY...


 1. It seems important to me to backpedal just a minute to look at what is referred to by the “and” at the beginning of this phrase.


(1) The words immediately preceding this phrase say: “... I WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND...”

 i. We covered this at length last week as God Himself is promising to “pour out” – not sprinkle, trickle or drip – His Spirit.


 ii. He is referring to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit which is documented in the book of Acts on several occasions as well as on a number of occasions throughout history since, in fact we had a little dose of such an outpouring last week!


 iii. We also talked last week about how this will be on “...ALL MANKIND...”, clarifying and specifying exactly who is included based on text.


(2) It is because of this outpouring, and during this outpouring, that these things we are looking at today will take place. 


 2. The statement “...YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS...” is the first part of our passage this morning..


(1) The word “YOUR” specifies that the recipients of this message are the ones who will be involved.


 i. Note he doesn't say “THEIR”, referring to someone else!


 ii. Peter, as well as the Prophet Joel whose words he is recounting, is addressing those upon whom the Spirit would be poured out in the last days.


(2) Note once again the counter-cultural inclusion of  “DAUGHTERS.”


 i. In our modern day western culture where the role of women in society has been significantly elevated, we need to remember that it was not so in the culture being addressed by the prophet or Peter.


 ii. That's not to say there weren't exceptions – such as Debra in the book of Judges or Anna the prophetess identified in Luke 2:36 – but they were exceptions rather than the rule!


 iii. Yet here in this text, females were presented alongside males almost matter-of-factly as being included!


Illus:
Historically, wherever Christianity is the basis of a society, the role of women has been elevated.


(3)  Another concept we must be careful to no overlook is the generational nature of this promise.


 i. Those who were being addressed directly – those alive in the “last days” – would be impacted by this great outpouring.


 ii. Their children, as indicated here by “SONS AND DAUGHTERS”, would be involved.


 iii. But also the senior members of society, as indicated by the phrase “OLD MEN” – presumably parents and grandparents – would participate as well!


 3. The final two words of this verse declare what the sons and daughters will do, saying they “...SHALL PROPHESY...”


(1) Note that it doesn't say they might or they could, but they shall, a definite thing!


(2) What they shall do is “prophesy.”


 i. There are several activities which qualify as prophecy.


(a) The first, which most people – saved and unsaved alike – recognize is the foretelling of future events, which is a legitimate aspect of prophecy, but not the only one.


(b) The more common both within the Biblical text and manifest in the lives of the people of the church is the forthtelling or declaring of the Word and will of God pertaining to either a specific situation or in general terms.


(c) One source pointed out that this includes the celebration of the praises of God as done by Zacharias in Luke 1:67 or seen in the school of the prophets in 1Samuel.



 ii. Such activity should be expected to occur during church services from both the congregation and the pulpit as described in 1Cor 12 and 14!


 iii. It should also occur in our interaction with the world around us, both in public and private settings!


(a) Consider what is recorded throughout the book of Acts at the hands of Peter, Stephen, Philip, Barnabas, Paul and other!


(b) Consider also the examples Philip with the Ethiopian eunuch, Peter at the house of Cornelius or Paul and Silas speaking to the jailer or Paul's later conversations with Felix, Festus and Agrippa!


 iv. As a sidelight, a “modern” manifestation of this activity, referred to as “personal prophecy,” while legit, must occur within boundaries to be Biblical.


(a) The one operating in the prophetic gift must always be in subjection to earthly, God established authority.

1Co 14:32  “...the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets...”


(b) When God speaks through a prophetic gift to an individual it is always confirming what they have already heard from Him, or He will later confirm it to them either in private or through an additional source, but either way the Spirit within you will bear witness to what is being said!


 II. “...AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS...”


 1. Beware of getting restrictive when we come to this portion of the verse, ignoring the context we have just considered which includes all genders and ages!


 2. What we need to observe here is simply a declaration of two supernatural means God has and will use to speak to His people.


 3. Both of these are essentially the same thing, a revelation given by God to an individual.


(1) Dreams and visions come from one of three sources: God, the Devil or our own mind/spirit.


 i. When they come from God they will never contradict the written word of God!


 ii. When they come from us or the Devil they are at best worthless, and at worst destructive!


(2) The primary distinction between them is visions occur when you are awake and dreams, of course, occur when you are asleep!


(3) There are a number of different occasions shown in the New Testament where God used dreams and visions ranging from when He spoke to Joseph about the baby Mary was carrying to when He spoke to Paul about the shipwreck he and his traveling companions were about to experience!


 4. God still uses such things today, which should be no surprise, because as we observed last week, we are still in the last days!


 III.  (21) “'AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.'”


 1. Once again the point must be made that this is not a maybe proposition, but a definitive, absolute truth as underscored by the use of the words “Shall”and “will.”


 2. We have concrete promises upon which we can stand both for ourselves and those to whom we are speaking about eternity.


 3. The inclusiveness of the term “everyone” cannot be overstated.


(1) It has been stated that if anyone is excluded, then everyone must be!


(2) Conversely, if anyone is included, everyone must be!


(3) Paul similarly states this same principle in Rom 10:13  “...'WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.'”


 4. Note, however, that there is a condition; the individual must “CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD”.


(1) From the Hebrew world view, calling on the name of an individual means to call on the individual represented by the name!



(2) Consequently, this is not like some mere magical incantation, this is seeking the assistance of the individual them self.


(3) The passage in Romans more specifically defines exactly what is meant by this phrase a few verses earlier:

Rom 10:9-10  “...if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;  (10)  for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.”


 i. Calling on the name of the Lord means declaring with your lips that He is Lord.


(a) This is more than a mere verbal expression, but carries the idea of agreeing with Him that this is so.



(b) By agreeing with Him that this is so – that He is Lord – it also means the surrendering of oneself to His lordship – His ownership – and His subsequent right to dictate direction and require obedience!


(c) This is voluntary cooperation, yet once one has volunteered, they are now compelled to cooperate with the One whose authority they now recognize!


 ii. The second aspect of this calling on the Lord, in reality, must come first!


(a) You must believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, because that is the evidence that He is Lord!


(b) If you are not convinced in your heart that He was raised from the dead, you will be subject to continuing to entertain challenges to His authority as Lord!


 5. The certainty of salvation is boldly declared in both passages: “'...WILL BE SAVED.'”

Joh 6:37  “'All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.'”


(1) Jesus said clearly that He had come  “...to seek and to save that which was lost." (Luk 19:10).


(2) It is God's greatest desire that none should “...perish but for all to come to repentance.”  (2Pe 3:9)


(3) John wrote in 1Jn 5:13  “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.”

(4) I believe the Bible teaches plainly that we can be eternally secure in Him as we enter into and remain in relationship with Him.


(5) You can know you are saved as the Bible says:  Rom 8:16  “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God”


 6. Some might say “saved from what?”, to which I would respond saved from eternal punishment we deserve because of our rejection of the right of the one who created us to rule over us!


Concl:



(1) These are indeed the last days before God pours out His final judgment on mankind.


(2) But there is a  solution available to whoever is willing to accept it!
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