August 25, 2007

The Book of Revelation

Rev 1:1-8


Intro:   1.
Since March of this year we have been been in a couple different topical series discussing the mission God has given us.

2. While topical series are of great value, my preference has always been expository preaching where we examine the scriptures together in a systematic fashion.


3. As I've been praying about where to go on our Sunday mornings together, I've been a bit burdened by the direction I believe the Lord has been giving, but now am confident it is Him.


4. Consequently, this week we begin a new series in the book of Revelation (don't address pet peeve yet!), the first time we've had an entire book as a goal on a Sunday morning in a long time.


5. As the only New Testament book that is primarily prophetic in nature, this is a difficult book, which is one of the reasons I've wrestled with going her in a Sunday series, yet I'm looking forward to the things the Lord is going to show us in it in the weeks and months to come.


6. Granted this is a minor point, but of the record, the title of the book is Revelation, not Revelations, as the contents of this book are unified into a single revelation, not a fragmented group of separate revelations.


7. Originally I was going to discuss some of the various scholarly views of interpreting this book, but I've decided instead to dive right into the text itself.


 I. Beginning With a Blessing  vv. 1-3


 1. The first verse tell us the primary focus of this "revelation" is Jesus Christ – Jesus of Nazareth – both declared and proven by a thorough study of scripture to be the promised messiah!


(1)  This is "The Revelation of Jesus Christ" as it “comes from Him and centers on Him...who alone has the authority to judge the earth, to remake it, and to rule it in righteousness.”



(2) The Jewish nation missed Him when He came as the suffering servant, stumbling over Him as they would a stone in the road.


(3) In the pages of this prophecy Jesus is revealed as the conquering king they anticipated, though still not the way the Jewish mind anticipated 2000 years ago! 


 2. The secondary focus of this "revelation" as described in verse 1 is "...to show to His bond-servants, the things which must shortly take place..."; in other words to reveal the future of God's plans!


(1) Note that this prophetic book is directed at Jesus' “bond-servants,” those whose lives are committed to Him.


(2) As Peter declared in his second letter, there were, are and ever will be scoffers – at least until Jesus returns – who question the veracity of the future as revealed in this boo. 

2Pe 3:3-9  “Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,  (4)  and saying, 'Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.'  (5)  For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water,  (6)  through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.  (7)  But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.  (8)  But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.”


(3) The statement that these things will shortly take place comes into a whole different light when we consider the insignificance of time to God – “...one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.”!


Illus:
We live in a MAC machine, instant everything society where we want it all NOW, but MRAG has been here nearly 20 years and is just now beginning to come into what God has designed for it!


 3. The source of this "revelation" is also defined here in verse 1 as God Himself!


Illus:
I've often made the point that there are typically three sources of of dreams and visions:


(1) Our own psyche, aka the pepperoni

(2) God

(3) Satan


 4. This "revelation" was sent to us through the apostle John who received it by way of an angel as is also stated in verse 1.


(1) John's testimony about Jesus is why he was in exile!


(2) He had been faithful to Jesus when He walked the earth and continued to be a faithful witness and servant after Jesus went to heaven.


(3) John had earned the right to be heard and respected concerning the things of the gospel!


(4) As verse 2 says, he declared the things he saw not things he heard about or suspected, or even just believed; he saw and experienced them first hand!


 5. John makes a bold and unusual declaration in verse 3 concerning this writing, declaring it to be a word of prophecy, thus declaring it as scripture!


Illus:
Unlike some today who do not hesitate to flippantly and boldly declare “thus says the Lord,” that was not something John, the other Apostles or the early church for that matter would have done lightly!


 6. In verse 3 John by the Spirit declares a blessing on those who read or hear this prophecy and meet a single condition: heed what is written!


(1) No other book of scripture declares a promise of blessing for reading or hearing it!


(2) There is a great risk here of taking only the first part of this passage and misapplying it to say God has promised a blessing to all who simply read or hear this prophecy known as the book of Revelation.


(3) We dare not overlook the condition which must be met: to heed – pay attention – to what is written! 

JAM 1:22 “...prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.”


Illus:
Multiple times “easy believism” has been denounced from this and many other Biblically sound pulpits!


 7. At the end of verse 3, John gives the reason for following his instructions regarding this book: “...the time is near.”

2PE 3:9 “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”


(1) If the time was near when John wrote this over 1900 years ago, how much more so today!


(2) God has continued to delay sending Jesus as the conquering king, desiring all mankind to come to repentance and faith in Jesus.


(3) Being convinced the end of the age is near should motivate us to not get distracted with the world's priorities and stay focused on things of eternity.


(4) You don't have to be an expert in Biblical prophecy to see this world is waxing worse and worse to such a degree that it cannot possibly continue as it is!


Illus:
Carolyn's contact with a young man recently about the conditions in the world today and her pointing him to 2Ti 3:1-7 

“But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.  (2)  For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,  (3)  unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,  (4)  treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,  (5)  holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these.  (6)  For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses,  (7)  always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

The young man replied to her: “hey, this is all happening today!”  END HERE??

 II. Beginning Address to the Churches  vv. 4-8

 1. Several possible reasons surface as to why John addressed seven churches in Asia.


(1) Perhaps he had some intimate relationship with them either geographically, or they may have been under his care as he served in the office of Bishop.


(2) These churches are sometimes seen as being indicative of particular regions in Asia minor.


(3) Others, seeing "seven" as the number of perfection, understand them as representative of the church in its entirety.


(4) The churches as described here may have been indicative of different conditions existing at the time, the parallels of which have continued to exist up to today.


(5) Certainly they were only a sampling of the larger number of churches which existed at the time.


(6) At any rate, his letter was not limited in scope to just these seven which are mentioned by name.


 2. “Him who is and who was and who is to come” as referred to in verse 4 is generally seen as a reference to God the Father.


 3. As for the seven Spirits that are referred to in verse 4, there are two distinct possibilities that have been put forth:


(1) Apparently there are seven angels referred to in Jewish tradition as standing before the throne of God which would coincide with this declaration.


(2) Yet there are others who say this is a reference to the Holy Spirit, again seeing the number seven as indicating perfection, as one source states:

“...coming between references to the Father and the Son it is more probable that this is an unusual way of designating the Holy Spirit...John never uses the expression 'the Holy Spirit' in this book...”

 4. Jesus can undoubtedly be referred to as "the faithful witness" in verse 5:


(1) “...all things that He heard of the Father He faithfully made known to His disciples...


(2) “...He taught the way of God in truth...(without concern over the opinion of man)



(3) “...the truth which He taught in words He confirmed by miracles...


(4) “...the testimony to Himself on the part of the Father He [did not deny] even in death... 



(5) “...He will give true testimony of the works of good and bad at the day of judgment' (Richard of St. Victor in Trench)” (brackets reconstructed grammatically for clarity)


 5. Only Jesus qualifies as "the first-born of the dead" as stated in verse 5 as He is the only one, to date, which has been resurrected from the dead never to die again!


 6. He alone is the “ruler of the kings of the earth,” King of kings and Lord of Lords.


 7. It is He who has released us from our sins by His blood, there is no one else.

Act 4:12  “...there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.”


 8. As stated in verse 6, we have been made a “...kingdom, priests to His God and Father...”

1Pe 2:9  “But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;”


(1) We who have been born again by the Spirit of God, both Jew and Gentile, are now members of the kingdom of God. 


(2) As kings we will rule with Him. {5:10}


(3) As priests we have free access to God such as no one possessed since it was lost in Adam!


(4) This is not a status reserved for a select few “elite” or “professionals” but is declared of all who follow Him!


 9. As in the book of Acts, we see Jesus here declared as coming in the clouds.

ACT 1:9, 11  “...after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight...and {the angels} also said, 'Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.'” (Italics mine)


 10.  Everyone, including those who have rejected Him and those who crucified Him, will see Him when He returns this way, thus they will be mourning in anticipation of their pending judgment by Him.


 11.  The origin of this prophecy is declared in clear and concise terms in verse 8 as the Lord declares: “'I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.'”


Concl:


(1) I am convinced we are indeed living in the last days.


(1) This is no time, however, to run for the hills and abandon our society and it's worldly trappings.

(2) Now is the time for us to “possess the land” as the Lord had declared at the beginning of the year, declaring the availability of restoration of right relationships with the Living God who created us to those who do not know, reaching those around us with the revelation of God's love in His son Jesus! stirred anew to 
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