October 24, 2008

Two Beasts

Rev. 13:1-18

Intro:     1.  Continuing our study in the book of Revelation, we come today to the thirteenth chapter.

2.
The church has been raptured and the world has been devastated by judgments from God, yet in the midst of these judgments we have repeatedly seen God's mercy as He gives people opportunities to repent before the end.

3.
A promise has been made that the end has finally come and the kingdom of God is about to be visibly established for all eternity.

4.
We are beginning to look at the final act as it unfolded for John to record.

5.
As a reminder, much symbolism is employed and absolute explanations are not always possible!

Two Beasts

Rev 13:1-18  

I.  The Beast From the Sea  vv. 1-10

II.  The Beast From the Earth  vv. 11-18

 I. The Beast From the Sea  Rev 13:1-10

“...the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names.  (2)  And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and great authority.  (3)  I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was healed. And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast;  (4)  they worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?"  (5)  There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him.  (6)  And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven.  (7)  It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him.  (8)  All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.  (9)  If anyone has an ear, let him hear.  (10)  If anyone is destined for captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he must be killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints.  

 1. There is some difference of opinion as to who stood on the seashore as evidenced by the various translations.


(1) KJV & NKJV say “I,” referring to John while the NASB & NIV say “the dragon.”


(2) The basis for these differences is found in a single word choice found in various ancient manuscripts, some recording “I,” implying John, others recording “he,” implying the dragon.


(3) In my opinion, and that of some sources I've consulted, it seems “he,” referring to “the dragon” best fits the context.



 2. As we stated previously in our discussion of chapter 12, the dragon is Satan.

 12:9 “...the great dragon...the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world...”


 3. This beast who comes up out of the sea is the Antichrist, the personification of evil. 


(1) There are significant parallels between the description of the dragon in chapter 12:3 and the beast here.


 i. In spite of the parallels, there are some distinctions between the two.


(a) This beast has ten diadems where the dragon has seven


(b) Secondly, the dragon's crowns are on his heads as opposed the beast's  being on his horns, seen by one author as indicating his “dominion...rests on force.”



(c) Finally, this beast has “blasphemous names” on his heads.


(i) Exactly what these names are is unclear.


(ii) One thing is clear, they represent contempt for God and His authority which manifests in the beast's speech in verses 5 & 6!


 ii. Despite the differences, clearly these two are connected to the point that one author sees the beast as a mere earthly copy and manifestation of  Satan.
 


(2) Some scholars try to identify different, specific nations as represented by each of the horns, heads, crowns and animal descriptions.


 i. It seems to me most attempts at doing so fall apart if pressed too hard or after time passes, revealing the shortcomings of the analogies.


 ii. Consequently it seems best to see them simply as a declaration of great power, authority and fierceness, the specifics of which will be plainly understood at that point in history!


 iii. When scripture is unclear or unspecific in a matter it is usually best not to be dogmatic about the meaning of the text!


 4. In verse 3, one of his heads is noted as having been slain, yet having the fatal wound healed.


(1) There are those who believe this is a parody of Christianity and the resurrection of Christ.



(2) As a result of this supposed miracle of resurrection from the dead, the world will be awestruck by the beast and follow him, thinking he is the answer to all their troubles! 


(3) In fact they will go so far as to worship both the dragon and him!


 5. The beast derives his power and authority, according to vs 4, from the dragon, which as we said is the devil.


(1)  We know that while the devil's authority and power may be great, they are limited by God!


(2) The question “who is able wage war with him?” is asked in verse 4, seeming to imply “no one” as the answer, yet in chapter 12 the one he serves was cast out of heaven, making it clear the angels of God were successful not only in waging war with him, but defeating him!


(3) In fact, verse 5 identifies his time of exercising authority is limited to a mere three and a half years, so clearly this beast and his master the dragon are not as “all powerful” as they seem!

(4) These individuals may blaspheme God for a season as shown in verse 6, but their time will come to an end and they will answer!


 6. According to vs 7, there are true believers in Jesus on the earth at this time who undoubtedly came to Christ during the tribulation.


(1) The text tells us the beast will make war with them.


(2) Furthermore, vs 8 shows a distinction between those written in the Lambs book of life and all the rest who dwell on the earth who will be found worshiping the beast.


 7. Verse 10 describes Satan and the beast's persecution efforts, concluding with the statement, “Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints.”


(1) Their perseverance is revealed as they continue to endure captivity and death rather than deny Christ.


(2) Their faith is displayed as they continue to believe the truth about who really is worthy of worship and continue to reject the usurper who has been made manifest at the end of the age!


 II. The Beast From the Earth  vv. 11-18

“Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb and he spoke as a dragon.  (12)  He exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence. And he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed.  (13)  He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men.  (14)  And he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who *had the wound of the sword and has come to life.  (15)  And it was given to him to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast would even speak and cause as many as do not worship the image of the beast to be killed.  (16)  And he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the free men and the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand or on their forehead,  (17)  and he provides that no one will be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his name.  (18)  Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for the number is that of a man; and his number is six hundred and sixty-six.”


 1. This second beast now comes forth out of the earth as compared to the first which came out of the sea.


 2. A great effort is made to conceal his deceptive nature by causing him to appears like a lamb, yet when he speaks he does so as a dragon!


 3. Whereas first beast is the Antichrist, this second beast is the false prophet.


(1)  Verse 12 shows this as he operates in the authority of the Antichrist as opposed to that of his own or even the dragon.


(2) He also calls for people to worship the first beast in verse 12, much like a prophet of God calls people to serve Him.


 i. The description given in verse 13 is eerily reminiscent of the prophet Elijah when he called down fire on the sacrifice on Mount Carmel in 1Kings 18.


 ii. By serving as a prophet on behalf of the Antichrist, the perceived legitimacy of the Antichrist is reinforced.


Illus:
It has been said “If you say something loud enough, long enough, people will believe it is true whether it is or not!” 


 4. This individual woos people at first with great, impressive, demoniacally empowered signs.


 5. In vs. 14 it is plainly stated that “he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs...”


Illus:
This underscores a caution we must exercise even today:  Don't follow signs!!  The Bible doesn't say we follow signs, signs are supposed to follow us!

Mat 24:24  “'For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.'” 


 6. One point I cannot make often enough in this series is he does these “signs” because he was given the authority to do so!


(1) The clear implication here is his authority came from the first beast – the Antichrist – and ultimately the dragon.


(2) We must never overlook, however, that neither of them possessed any authority outside of what was given to them by God, and that for His purpose and glory!

Rom 13:1  “...there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.”


 7. Because of his charisma and convincing signs, this false prophet convinces the people to make an image of the first beast that they might worship it!


 8. He then appears to breathe life into the image, causing it to speak, further convincing the people of the world they are worthy of worship!


(1) While I just said it, here again the text plainly says it “was given to him to give breath to the image of the beast...”!!


(2) The thought also occurs to me this, like the one with the mortal wound who was healed, is yet another counterfeiting of what God has done, this time counterfeiting His work in creation!

Gen 2:7  “Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”


 9. Beginning in verse 15, however, the true nature of this beast begins to become clear as his wooing and impressing turn into reigning by oppression and fear. 


(1) He establishes the law that those who will not serve and worship the beast will be killed!


(2) He then implements “the mark of the beast” which everyone from the least to the greatest must receive either on their hand or forehead.


 10. The first purpose of the mark as described in verse 16 is to identify those who choose to follow the Antichrist and those who do not! 


(1) If you remember our discussion from 7:3 you will note the adversary is here counterfeiting that which God did earlier by placing a mark on His people that they might not be destroyed with those being judged.


(2) Satan never has an original thought, he always counterfeits what God has done!


Illus:
Here is a disturbing observation: the church of today too often copies the world rather than the other way around!


 11. The beast then imposes the provision in verse 17 that “no one will be able to buy or to sell” unless they have the mark!


(1) He does this as a means of control as is underscored by it being placed in a prominent, clearly visible location on the forehead or the right hand! 


(2) The choice is to either receive the mark or die of starvation, unless of course the enforcers  kill you first!


(3) The mark is comprised of either the name of the beast or a number which represents his name, according to verse 17.


(4) Here is the revealing of the infamous number 666 which has so often been avoided by believers and recognized by even many unsaved folks as evil.


Illus:
Phone numbers in Lakeland Florida.


 12. From verse 18 we learn that the identity of the Antichrist can be determined by simply solving the riddle, calculating the number of the man!


(1) Any number of individuals down through the centuries – Nero, one of the Popes, Adolf Hitler, George W. Bush, Barak Obama and beyond – have been identified by one or more people as supposedly being the Antichrist based on the claim of having calculated his number from a name!


(2) In the New Testament the concept of Antichrist is posed as being represented by any who deny or oppose Christ.

1Jn 4:3  “...every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.” 


(3) Suffice it to say, I am convinced this individual is coming, will seduce mankind in general with promises of peace, but will then seize control and rule with a ruthless iron fist for a short period of time until Jesus returns to earth to establish God's kingdom!


(4) I'm further convinced we have a way to avoid direct involvement with these things by yielding our lives to Christ today so we can have the assurance of meeting Him in the clouds when He comes to rapture His church or to stand in His presence at our death, whichever comes first!

1Th 4:16-18  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  (17)  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  (18)  Therefore comfort one another with these words.


Concl:

(1) Do you know Jesus today?
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