December 14, 2008

The Harvest and Halleluia!

Rev 14:14-15:8

Intro:
1.
We are continuing our study in the book of Revelation.

2.
The church has been raptured, judgment has begun to be poured out from God, many have been converted, and we have been told that the time has come for the establishment of God's Kingdom.

3.
Several weeks ago we saw the arrival on the scene of the Beast or Antichrist who is empowered by Satan himself as well as their right hand man the false prophet.

4.
The majority of the people remaining on the earth have seen these individuals as the answer to their problems and have begun to worship and serve them, only to find themselves in the worst oppression since the beginning of time!

5.
Two weeks ago, we discussed how the 144,000 appeared on Mount Zion with Jesus as he prepares the final steps to usher in His kingdom, declaring the impending fall of the rule of godless mankind.

6.
This week we move on to:

The Harvest and Halleluia!

Rev 14:14-15:8

I.  Harvest Time!  vv. 14-20

II.  Halleluia Time!  15:1-8

 I. Harvest Time!

Rev 14:14-20  “Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man, having a golden crown on His head and a sharp sickle in His hand.  (15)  And another angel came out of the temple, crying out with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, 'Put in your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap has come, because the harvest of the earth is ripe.'  (16)  Then He who sat on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth, and the earth was reaped.  (17)  And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, and he also had a sharp sickle.  (18)  Then another angel, the one who has power over fire, came out from the altar; and he called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, 'Put in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, because her grapes are ripe.'  (19)  So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of God.  (20)  And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses' bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles.”


 1. The identity of the individual described as being on the white cloud in verses 14-16 is unclear.


(1) Some say it's Jesus, seeing this as the fulfillment of what was promised in Acts 1:11 when the angel said “...This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”


 i. This is apparently the opinion of the translators of the NASB and NKJV as they capitalize the pronouns throughout.


 ii. It is also the opinion of most of the commentators I considered.


(2) But one author makes a couple good points against this opinion
:


 i. The Greek says 'a son of man' as opposed to the title 'The Son of Man.'


 ii. A command is given to him by an angel in vs 15.


(a) This seems to indicate the angel had more knowledge of what was going on than the one on the cloud, which would be a problem if the one on the cloud is Jesus!


(b) An angel giving a command to God the Lamb just doesn't fit!


 iii. In addition to these points, Jesus would be doing the same as an angel in verse 17 which is referred to as “another angel.”


 iv. On a lesser note, if this is Jesus, we would have only six angels in this narrative when John has been working consistently in sevens!


(3) Regardless what we settle on as this individual's identity, he is one who has great honor and authority.


 i. He has “...a golden crown on His head and a sharp sickle in His hand...”


 ii. He is entrusted with an incredible responsibility and God does not give responsibility without giving the authority to carry it out!


 2. What is being reaped in this section of scripture is not literal grapes, they are a figurative representation of people.


(1) Some see the first group reaped as the elect, or believers, and the second as apostates who have fallen away or heathens who outright rejected God altogether.



 i. Typically those who agree with this perspective are among those who see Jesus as the individual on the cloud.



 ii. One author, based on his seeing the one on the cloud as an exalted angel rather than Jesus, sees it as better to just understand a general reaping or gathering together of all of mankind that remains on the earth at this time.
 


 3. The phrase in verse 15 “the hour to reap has come” should be an encouragement to all believers who read this, particularly those who are suffering persecution.


(1) It is a reminder that God has set the time for all things and His timing, which is always perfect, will be followed!


(2) That includes the judgment of the world as being revealed here!


(3) The declaration that “the earth is ripe” supports the understanding of God's perfect timing, as once a natural harvest is ripe it must be reaped in short order or it will begin to rot and  become worthless, so too this spiritual harvest has come to the time of reaping!


(4) The harvest of the earth being ripe also points to the degree and extent of the wickedness which will exist on the earth, reminiscent of what was said about mankind in the days of Noah:

Gen 6:5, 11-12  “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually...the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence.  (12)  God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth.”


 4. The symbolism in verse 18 is referring to the crushing of those opposed to God – “from the vine of the earth” – by His judgment as represented by the winepress!


(1) The phrase “the vine of the earth” is interestingly in contrast to Jesus' statement concerning Himself and the church.

Joh 15:1  “'I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.'”
 

Joh 15:5  “'I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.'”


(2) The idea of wine which would be produced from the winepress ties right into the symbolism elsewhere of the wrath of God (Rev 14:10, 19:15).


 5. The disturbing description in verse 20 of blood up to the horses bridles could very well be literal.


(1) Just imagine the incredible volume of blood which would be necessary to result in a pool of blood some 5 feet deep, 200 miles square!



(2) One source, however, points to similar use of this statement elsewhere in extra-biblical writings of the time, to say the statement is merely an intentional exaggeration to make the point of a great slaughter of all mankind here at the final end.



 II. Halleluia Time!  

Rev 15:1-8  “Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels who had seven plagues, which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is finished.  (2)  And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God.  (3)  And they *sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying,  "Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations!  (4)  "Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; For ALL THE NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS HAVE BEEN REVEALED."  (5)  After these things I looked, and the temple of the tabernacle of testimony in heaven was opened,  (6)  and the seven angels who had the seven plagues came out of the temple, clothed in linen, clean and bright, and girded around their chests with golden sashes.  (7)  Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God, who lives forever and ever.  (8)  And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power; and no one was able to enter the temple until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.”

 1. In spite of the dire announcement in verse 1, an encouraging promise is also given. 


(1) John refers to what he sees as “great and marvelous.”


(2) Here again we see seven angels on a mission from God.


(3) They are charged with pouring out seven more plagues, but the encouraging thing is they are the last – God's wrath will be exhausted in them.


 2. Those seen in verse 2 had refused to submit to the beast and his numbering/identification system.


(1) Based on the imagery here, their refusal undoubtedly cost them their earthly lives as 13:15 stated it would.


(2) Surely those on the earth, perhaps even including the Antichrist and the False Prophet, may have believed these were defeated, but here they are portrayed as standing in great victory.


 3. Verse 3 tells us “... they *sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb...”


(1) Based on a comparison with Exodus 15 where the Song of Moses is recorded and verses 3 and 4, the two songs differ in detail.


(2) They are similar in focus, however, as they recount how God has gained the victory for His people!


 4. Verses 3b-4 draw a contrast between what the Antichrist had done, seizing authority over the nations by way of deceit and later demanding worship, and the right of God to be recognized as the true king over all; the only One truly worthy of worship.


(1) As verse 4 states: “'Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; For ALL THE NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS HAVE BEEN REVEALED.'” 


(2) It is reminiscent of Rom 14:11  “For it is written, 'AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD.'”


 5. Verses 5 and 6 tell us the source of these plagues is the very presence of God, thus are clearly His judgment which is perfectly just!


 6. The description of the angels in verse 6 seems to compare to that of the high priest who stood before the presence of God in the earthly temple.


(1) Notice the purity and holiness of these heavenly messengers who are described as being “... clothed in linen, clean and bright...”


 i. This purity and holiness underscores the nature of the judgment being poured out.


 ii. As it is based in purity and holiness, it must also be perfectly just!


(2) The gold sash around their chests is reminiscent of the one worn by Jesus Himself in Rev. 1:13.


 i. There are those who also see this as being reminiscent of the garments of the high priest.
 


 7. One of the four living creatures once again is involved in the distribution of the judgment in verse 7 as they were earlier in the book.


 8. The events of verse 8 are reminiscent of when God manifest Himself in the Old Testament, thus  are an irrefutable declaration of His presence!

 “...the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power; and no one was able to enter the temple until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.”


Illus:
How many times have we prayed, sung or verbalized a request for God to fill this place with His presence?  Are we really ready for that?!
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