March 28, 2009

Fourfold Hallelujah!

Rev 19:1-10

Intro:    1.  Continuing our study in the book of Revelation.

2.
We are approaching the end of our the book, so it’s time to pray for future direction and I encourage you to join me in so doing!

3.
Much has transpired in the record we have considered, beginning with the initial revelation of the glorified Christ, then the identification of seven churches representing various conditions within the church, finally the disclosure of events that will transpire as the ages come to a close.

4. At this point in our study, God has declared the end of His judgment on sinful mankind which manifest itself in the destruction of "Babylon the great, mother of all harlots" and the beginning of the reign of His son, Jesus.

5. By now the saints will have already stood before the judgment seat of Christ.


(1) Any rewards or losses would have already been meted out. 

1Co 3:12-15  “Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,  (13)  each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.  (14)  If any man's work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.  (15)  If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.”


(2) All that remains for the saints now are their ongoing righteous acts in the presence of their God!


6. This week, we see the stage being set for the arrival of the triumphant Christ to begin His reign.

Fourfold Hallelujah!

Rev 19:1-10

 I. Fourfold Hallelujah! 

Rev 19:1-10  “After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, 'Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God;  (2)  BECAUSE HIS JUDGMENTS ARE TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and HE HAS AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS BOND-SERVANTS ON HER.'  (3)  And a second time they said, 'Hallelujah! HER SMOKE RISES UP FOREVER AND EVER.'  (4)  And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sits on the throne saying, 'Amen. Hallelujah!'  (5)  And a voice came from the throne, saying, 'Give praise to our God, all you His bond-servants, you who fear Him, the small and the great.'  (6)  Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, 'Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.  (7)  'Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready.'  (8)  It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  (9)  Then he *said to me, 'Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'' And he *said to me, 'These are true words of God.'  (10)  Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he *said to me, 'Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.'”

 1. This “great multitude” making this ruckus in heaven in verse 1 includes all the inhabitants of heaven, that is the angels and all the redeemed of mankind!


Illus:
I’m reminded about the verse in the chorus we entitled “Beautiful Savior”:  “I long to be where the praise is never ending, yearn to dwell where the glory never fades, where countless worshipers will share one song, and cries of worthy will honor the lamb!”


 2. They shout great praises to God, saying “'Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God”.


(1) The word “hallelujah” which is used here comes from the Hebrew and means “Praise Jah.”


 i. Most scholars I consulted see this as a contraction of Jehovah, thus a reference to what is known as the tetragrammaton YHWH, or YHVH, representing the Hebrew letters yod, he, vav  he, the name of God.


(a) One author
 makes a distinction, however, stating that the two words are sometimes used together, and I actually located 43 occurrences.
 


(b) This author goes on to point out that Jehovah means  “He who will be, is, and was.”, thus declaring the eternality of God.


(c) He continues, pointing out that Jah, on the other hand, means “He who Is”, emphasizing the present tense of God – He is an ever present help!


Illus:
Church sign: “God didn’t tell Moses to tell the people ‘I was’, He told Him to tell them ‘I am’ 


 ii. Something that may be a shock to you is this word “hallelujah,” “alleluia” in the KJV and NKJV,  is used nowhere else in the NAS, KJV, NKJV or NIV translations of our English Bible!


 iii. While this is the case, the phrase "Praise the Lord," a translation of the Hebrew word Hallelujah, does occur in the Psalms.


 iv. Another source observes the correlation of the first use of this word by the Psalmist when he expresses his desire for the destruction of  sinners and wicked men on the earth, then its use here as that destruction is being fulfilled!



(2) The multitude then declares three things which belong to God alone:  Salvation and glory and power.

 3. The reason for their rejoicing and praising of God, as alluded to a moment ago, is His righteous judgment has finally been poured out.


(1) We talked about this last week in conjunction with the destruction of Babylon the Great.


(2) As we observed then, from an earthly or human perspective this may not seem to be something to celebrate, but from the perspective of God, that of true righteousness and justice it is indeed an event to celebrate!


(3) Their reasons are stated plainly in vs 2:  “BECAUSE HIS JUDGMENTS ARE TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and HE HAS AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS BOND-SERVANTS...” 


 4. The multitude’s second use of the term “Hallelujah” is in conjunction with the permanency of the punishment on wickedness as declared by the phrase “...’HER SMOKE RISES UP FOREVER AND EVER.'” (vs 3, italics mine) 


 5. In verse 4, the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures concur with and validate the celebration of the multitude as they fall down and worship God “...who sits on the throne saying, 'Amen. Hallelujah!'”


 6. An individual voice is reported in verse 5, coming from the throne of God, saying, “'Give praise to our God, all you His bond-servants, you who fear Him, the small and the great.'”


(1) Based on what is said, it does not appear this is God speaking.


 i. Some believe it is Jesus speaking in His role as mediator between God and men.



 ii. Others believe this must be an angel of the highest order who is in the presence of God.



(2) Whoever this voice is, he calls for all living beings who serve and fear God to join in the time of praise.


 7. In response to this command there was “... the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, 'Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns...”!


(1) One author says the additional descriptors here of many waters and mighty thunder imply.


 i. “a louder sound; 


 ii. ...sound [that] was more remote, and therefore less clear and distinct.”
 


 iii. These things point to the extensiveness and inclusiveness of those involved in this praise!


(2) Another points out the reason for this praise, rather than the overthrow of Babylon, is that “the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns...”!
 


 i. The overthrow of Babylon is evidence of this truth.


 ii. Yet whether or not we have current evidence, He still reigns and is evermore worthy of our praise!


(3) Additionally, the declaration of praise continues into verse 7 as a recognition of fulfillment of the great plan of God! 


 8. This "bride" mentioned in verse 7 is none other than the church.


(1) A greatly insightful observation is made by one author who says “Individually, believers are effectually-called guests; collectively, they constitute the bride.”



(2) She has “made herself ready” by putting on the garments provided by her husband as described in verse 8.

 9. She is clothed in fine linen, defined here in verse 8 as the “righteous acts of the saints.” 


(1) The church had been given the ability to perform these deeds.


(2) Here we have the experiential or manifest righteousness of the saints made possible by the positional righteousness available only as a gift from Jesus Christ!


(3) The “righteous acts of the saints” are impossible apart from the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus in which the church is placed through relationship with Him by His death, burial and resurrection.


 10. In verse 9 the focus shifts from the bride to John.

“Then he *said to me, 'Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'' And he *said to me, 'These are true words of God.'” 


(1) Who exactly is instructing John here is unclear.


 i. It may be the voice from the throne from verse 5.


 ii. Or it may be the angel that has accompanied John all along, showing him this revelation from the beginning. (Rev 1:1)

 iii. Or it may be the angel that proposed to show him the judgment of Babylon the Great in Rev 17:1.



(2) Of note, however, is that John is instructed specifically to write what he is told, underscoring the apparent value of this particular aspect of the message!

“...‘“Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”’”


Illus:
I’m reminded of Jesus’ statement to the disciples after they returned from being sent out by twos: 

Luk 10:19-20  “‘Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you.  (20)  ‘Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.’”


 i. To defined “blessed” here merely as “happy” is to grossly underestimate the value of what John is being told.


(a) One who is “blessed”, as implied by the Greek word used here, is in a favored position with God.


(b) Unlike one who is “happy,” his satisfaction comes from God, not from his circumstances.



 ii. While the invitation or call is external – coming from God Himself – a response resulting in participation is implied.


(3) To further underscore the importance of this declaration, John is told: “...'These are true words of God.'”


 11. In verse 10, John falls at the feet of the one speaking to him, to worship him.


(1) While one author says John falls prey to his human nature and intentionally worships this angel, something we should not do and the apostle Paul specifically speaks against
, it seems to me the character of John as revealed throughout this book as well as elsewhere in scripture does not support this conclusion.


(2) It seems to me the better position is that John was simply overwhelmed by the presence of this angel and overjoyed with his message, realizing he was among those invited to the marriage supper of the lamb.



 i. As a result, John simply responded with a sincere expression of misdirected worship as a godly man.


 ii. He may have momentarily lost his composure, but I do not believe there was any ill intent or real moral or spiritual “failure.” 


 12. The tone of the angel’s response, in my opinion, seems to support this position.


(1) Without some severe rebuke, the angel simply says “'Do not do that...”


(2) He then goes on to explain the reason why, settling his identity as an angel.


 i. He says first of all: “... I am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus...”


(a) He identifies himself as a “fellow servant” with John and his brethren who are all servants of God.


(b) Additionally, referring to angels:  Heb 1:14  “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?”


(c) John and his brethren “who hold the testimony of Jesus” is undoubtedly a reference to Christians who hold – possess, live according to and share with others – the truth of new live available by the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 


 ii. The instruction of the angel further solidifies his identity as he tells John to “...worship God.”as no true angel of God will accept worship which is due only to God Himself!


 iii.  The angel’s remarks conclude with the statement “‘For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’”


(a) The term “prophecy” here is best understood in the sense of revealing the will of God, which is the most central purpose of prophecy whether it be foretelling or forth telling.


(b) As the angel, John and all his brethren to whom the angel is referring are involved in this ministry of prophecy, they are all on the same level, thus we see here yet an additional argument made by the angel against John’s worship of him.


(c) The point that is also made here is that what Jesus said, and Who He is, are at the core of all prophecy, all declarations of the will of God for mankind.


Concl:
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