March 27, 2009

The Kingdom of the King

Rev 19:11-21; 20:1-6

Intro:    1.  Continuing our study in the book of Revelation.

2.
We are approaching the end of our discussion, thus time to pray for future direction and I encourage you to join me in so doing!

3.
Much has transpired in the record we have considered, beginning with the initial revelation of the glorified Christ, moving to the identification of seven churches representing various conditions within the church, then to the disclosure of events that will transpire as the ages come to a close.

4. At this point in our study, God has declared the end of His judgment on sinful mankind and the beginning of the reign of His son.

5. This week, we see the arrival of the triumphant Christ to begin His reign.

The Kingdom of the King

Rev 19:11-21; 20:1-6

 I. Behold the King Comes!  vv. 11-16


“And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  (12)  His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  (13)  He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. (14)  And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.  (15)  From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.  (16)  And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, 'KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.'”

 1. Based on the phrase “...I saw heaven opened...” in verse 11, it would seem John is given a new view.


(1) Some think, the sky itself opened and heaven was revealed.



(2)  Here we have the fulfillment of the declaration in Rev 1:7  “BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen.”


(3) This is a fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy in Dan 7:13!


 2. As a result, John here sees an individual on a white horse.


(1) There are those who try to assert this is the same horse and rider as in chapter 6, yet the only similarity is the color of the horse, so they are most likely not the same.



(2)  The description of the rider in these verses, as we will see in just a moment, leaves no doubt it is none other than Jesus!


(3) The white horse symbolizes triumph, pointing to the triumph over the beast and false prophet as well as the triumph of the church.

 3. As mentioned just a moment ago, the evidence supporting the rider as being none other than Jesus is overwhelming.


(1) He is “called Faithful and True...”


 i. Jesus has proven Himself Faithful in fulfilling His Father’s will and in delivering the church from all her enemies.


In what is know as His High Priestly Prayer in Joh 17:4, Jesus say to the Father: “‘I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.’”


 ii. Jesus is also true. the very embodiment of truth as recorded in Joh 14:6  “Jesus *said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life...’” (italics mine)


(2) Verse 11 continues, describing the rider by saying “...in righteousness He judges and wages war...”

Speaking of the coming Messiah, the prophet Isaiah wrote in Isa 11:3-5  “......He will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear;  (4)  But with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth...(5)  Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, And faithfulness the belt about His waist.”


(3) Verse 12 starts, saying “His eyes are a flame of fire..”, explained by one writer as “Bright, sharp, penetrating; as if everything was light before them, [peering] into the [very] thoughts of people.”



(4)  “on His head are many diadems”, a description which communicates His wide ranging authority as King of kings and Lord of lords.


(5) Two possible explanation are proposed concerning the name written upon Him being one which no one knows except Himself as stated in verse 12.


 i. Some say it is a reference to the tetragrammaton YHVH or YHWH, representing the Hebrew letters yod he vav he, who's pronunciation has been lost.



 ii. Others say it is the declaration that as a name refers to one's nature, no one can truly understand Him completely except God Himself.



(6) The blood on His garment is His own from Calvary as “He overcame not by shedding the blood of others, but by shedding his {sic} own.”



(7) “His name [being] called The Word of God...” without question ties into John’s gospel:

Joh 1:1, 14  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God....(14)  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”


(8) His actions in verse 15 describe Him carrying out the judgment of God as He goes forth.

“From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.”


(9) Lastly in this section, the name “King of Kings and Lord of Lords,” written on His robe and thigh plainly states what has been implied just a few verses earlier in stating He had many crowns on His head!

 II. The War That Wasn't!  vv. 17-21


“(17)  Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, 'Come, assemble for the great supper of God,  (18)  so that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and great.'  (19)  And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.  (20)  And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.  (21)  And the rest were killed with the sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse, and all the birds were filled with their flesh.”


 1. The next thing John records is seeing “...an angel standing in the sun...”


(1)  The purpose for him being positioned in this way is not clear.


 i. It is suggested that perhaps this provides the angel with a special vantage point to execute his task.
 


 ii. Or perhaps this simply gives “grandeur and impressiveness to the scene.”



(2) One thing that is clear is he is so bright that he can still be distinctly seen amidst this the brightest object in our view from earth!



 2. This angel calls “...to all the birds which fly in midheaven, [saying] 'Come, assemble for the great supper of God...” (vs 17)


(1) This “great supper of God” is going to consist of “the flesh of kings and the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and great.”


(2) Based on this statement, there is going to be a great slaughter with a massive amount of casualties!

 3. Note the arrogant attitude of  “the beast and the kings of the earth” in verse 19 as they actually expect to fight against the army of God and win!

 4. Their arrogance is quickly silenced, however, as the great war they expected to fight and win never even takes place!


(1) There is no mention of a single battle, just victory!


(2) “...the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet [and they] were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone”



 i. They could not even begin to withstand the king of kings and Lord of Lords!


 ii. Not only are they defeated, but they are utterly destroyed, never to influence anyone again.


 iii. Unlike Satan who was cast into the abyss for a season, the beast and the false prophet are cast “...alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.”


(a) Their being cast “alive” states plainly they will be fully aware and experience all the pain and anguish that place produces.


Illus:
Scott Willcock illustrated the suffering on Friday night by saying if anyone thinks it won’t be that bad, try holding a single finger over a flame continually! 


(b) This lake of fire is later (20:14) referred to as “the second death,” a place from which none will rise, but all will endure for eternity future!


(3) As for the “kings of the earth” and their armies, they “were killed with the sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse...”


 i. It doesn’t appear that anyone else even engaged in the battle.


 ii. In fact, the rider of the white horse – Jesus – simply slays them with His words!

Isa 11:4  “...with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.” 


Illus:
If all it took was for God to speak and creation came into existence from nothing, the destruction of all the armies of the world by His Word should not be difficult for us to embrace! 
Ended here!!

 III. The Inauguration of the Kingdom  

Rev 20:1-6  “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand.  (2)  And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years;  (3)  and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.  (4)  Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.  (5)  The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection.  (6)  Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.”


 1. This passage serves to underscore the insignificance of Satan.


(1) God does not deal with him directly!


(2) Instead, a single angel is dispatched from heaven, seizes Satan, binds him with a chain and seals him in the abyss!


Illus:
If you are among those in the church today who fear Satan or are anxious about his involvement in the affairs of man or His opposition to you as a Christian, take note!

Isa 14:16  “‘Those who see you will gaze at you, They will ponder over you, saying, 'Is this the man who made the earth tremble, Who shook kingdoms,...?’” (note the mocking tone of astonishment) 


 2. The key and chain in verses 1-3 are not literal, at least not in the sense of a physical chain.


(1) Satan is a spirit being and cannot be held by a literal, physical chain. 


(2) These things represent the angel's authority and ability to restrain Satan.


 3. Note that Satan's confinement as described here is not punishment.


(1) This is simply to prevent him from deceiving mankind, and that for only a season.


(2) As such this is simply a form of control and restraint


(3) Punishment will come to him, but after the thousand years he spends in the abyss.


(4) As stated in verse 3 – and we will discuss further in a later part of this series – “...after these things he must be released for a short time...” 


 4.  Verses 4-5 present us with a company of people who are resurrected and reign with Jesus.


(1) These are the martyrs from the tribulation period.


(2) Remember that all the others people who had believed in Jesus and died have already been resurrected.


 5. Those resurrected here join all the other resurrected saints as well as those who had been caught up to meet Jesus in the air (1Th 4:16-17) to reign with Him for a thousand years.

"...I saw thrones and they sat upon them..."vs 4a


 6. Those who remain unresurrected as referred to in verse 5 are all the unsaved  from throughout history who are awaiting resurrection only to be condemned to eternal punishment.


 7. We conclude our discussion today on a wonderful note as stated in verse 6:

“Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.”


(1) Having died “in Christ” and been resurrected, there need be no fear of the lake of fire!
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