September 30, 2007

Vision One

Rev 1:9-20

Intro:   1.
Since March of this year we have been been in a couple different topical series discussing the mission God has given us.


2. While topical series are of great value, my preference has always been expository preaching where we examine the scriptures together in a systematic fashion.


3. Several weeks ago we began a new series in the book of Revelation – not Revelations, by the way, as the contents of this book are unified into a single revelation, not a fragmented group of separate revelations .


4. As the only New Testament book which is primarily prophetic in nature, this is a difficult book, which is one of the reasons I wrestled with going here in a Sunday series, yet I'm looking forward to the things the Lord is going to show us in it in the weeks and months to come.


5. Having taken an opportunity to hear from our Sunday School Superintendent last week for Sunday School Sunday, this week we pick up with:

Vision One

Rev 1:9-20

I.  The Command to Write!  vv. 9-11

II. The First Glimpse of the Lord!  vv. 12-16

III. Comfort and Clarification  vv. 17-20


 I. The Command to Write!  vv. 9-11


 1. Notice how John refers to himself in verse 9


(1) “...your brother...” -- clearly not a reference to blood relationship, but referring to the brotherhood of believers in Jesus Christ.


(2) He says he is a “fellow partaker”, declaring his sharing of similar experiences with those to whom he is writing.


 i. Their first common experience he points to is tribulation, which spoke of the persecution they had experienced at the hands of the Jews and the Roman government at this point.


(a) John's humble refusal to see himself above others is clear as he acknowledges the recipients of the letter as suffering tribulation on par with his even though he alone was exiled!


(b) While a respected leader in the Church, John chose to not emphasize his position, but his standing as their peer.


Illus:
District leadership blog about transparency.


 ii. Not only were they sharers in the tribulation, however, they were also sharers in the kingdom, referring of course to the kingdom of God.


 iii. He concludes the list of shared experiences with “perseverance,” continuing on in the faith despite the significance of the opposition.


 iv. He speaks of these things as being “in Jesus,” stating almost matter of factly how they were common experiences for all who served God through Jesus the Messiah!


(a) The reality for the majority of American Christians today is most of these things are foreign concepts, much less experiences which can be discussed as being shared!


(b) Far too many are those who abandon a church or even Christ Himself when tough times come, sometimes even the most trivial of things.


 2. John was not on Patmos vacationing, he was imprisoned for preaching Jesus and leading people to salvation! 


(1) Patmos was a small, rocky island barren of trees, a desolate place used to exile John from those he sought to influence as punishment.


(2) Little did his persecutors know the value of what God would accomplish through him in that barren place!


Illus:
So often we get stressed when things don't seem to go our way, yet if we're walking with the Lord, we can take Him at His word “...that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”  (Rom 8:28)

 3. In verse 10 John uses a curious phrase which seems to have been understood at the time without explanation.


(1) He says he was “in the Spirit,” unquestionably a reference to the Holy Spirit.


(2) As one author states, he was “...in a state of ecstasy; the outer world being shut out, and the inner and higher life or spirit being taken full possession of by God’s Spirit, so that an immediate connection with the invisible world is established.”



 i. Here is a place where the unseen – the eternal – is more real than the seen – the temporal!

2Co 4:18  “...the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”



(3) This was probably a trance like state in which he was completely open to the Holy Spirit taking control of his faculties similar to Peter in Acts 10.

Act 10:9-10  “...Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray.  (10)  But he became hungry and was desiring to eat; but while they were making preparations, he fell into a trance;”


 i. During Peter's experience he too received a revelation from God.


 ii. This is the occasion where a sheet was lowered containing all sorts of animals, clean and unclean, which he was instructed to kill and eat.


 iii. This vision Peter received revolutionized the church as Gentiles were welcomed in as a result.


 iv. The vision that John is given on Patmos is the most significant of the New Testament, perhaps the entire Bible!


 4. The “Lord's day” as stated in verse 10 was Sunday, the first day of the week.


(1) It was on this day which believers in Jesus gathered to celebrate the resurrection of their Lord.


(2) This is the only New Testament reference containing this term and the earliest use of it.


(3) It did not replace the Sabbath for devout Jewish believers who continued to go to the synagogue on Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath, but the “Lord's day” was observed in addition to the Sabbath!


 5. John then heard a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet in verse 10, commanding him, according to verse 11 to write, thus declaring the authority for his writing of this letter/book as from God, validating his claim in verse 3 that it is prophecy.


 6. The Lord then identifies seven churches He directs John, the details of which we will see in coming weeks.


 II. The First Glimpse of the Lord!  vv. 12-16


 1. In verse 12 John says he turned to see who was speaking to him.


 2. Upon turning he sees seven golden lampstands, but his focus was on the One who was standing in the middle of them, speaking.


 3. His being in the midst of them communicates comfort for those seeking Him and trouble for those running from Him!

Psa 139:7-10  “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?  (8)  If I ascend to heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.  (9)  If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea,  (10)  Even there Your hand will lead me, And Your right hand will lay hold of me.”


 4. The clothing he is wearing as described in verse 13 is viewed differently by various authors.


(1) Some say it is representative of the priestly garments of the Old Testament, some see a combination of priest and king.
 


(2) Another argues that others wore long robes and the golden girdle was much more extravagant than the woven one worn by priests. 


 i. To further support his position, he states that nowhere else in this letter does John speak of Jesus' priestly office.



 ii. Indeed throughout this prophecy, Jesus as seen as the conquering King!


(3) Two things are clearly indicated by His clothing:


 i. The long robe was that worn only by persons of distinction such as those of  priestly descent or royalty.


 ii.  The golden girdle spoke of someone possessing substantial means.


 5. His physical characteristics communicate a number of things.


(1) His white head and hair are indicative of purity, glory and holiness, not old age and decay!


(2) "Eyes...like a flame of fire" represent His omniscience – His complete and inexhaustible knowledge – as well as His ability to see all!


(3) His "feet...like burnished bronze" in verse 15 is explained as the declaration of stability and permanence as brass is one of the most durable of metals.


 i. That they appear as being caused to glow in a furnace speaks of the purity of the bronze, thus His purity.


 ii. When combined with the white hair on His head, Jesus is revealed here as being pure from head to foot, thus in His entire being!


(4) The voice “...like the sound of many waters” was one of authority and majesty; fearful to those who do not know Him while humbling and encouraging to those who do!


(5) His holding of the stars in His hand reveals they are in His control, care and protection!


(6) The double edge sword coming from His mouth in verse 16 is the Word of God which brings comfort to those who accept it and condemnation to those who reject it!


 III. Comfort and Clarification  vv. 17-20


 1. John “fell at His feet as a dead man” in verse 17, awestruck by the holy presence in which he found himself.


Illus:
It seems to me that too often in the church today we have lost sight of the majesty which God possesses and the sense of awe with which we should approach Him!


 2. In response to John's appropriate act of homage, however, the glorified Lord comforts him by touching him and telling him not to fear!


Illus:
Never before, until preparation for this morning, had I seen this parallel, and you can take this with a grain of salt if you'd like, but when the Lord came to me in a vision some 20 year ago, His multiple acts designed to calm my fear were only partially effective! 


 3. By saying he has the keys to death and Hades in verse 18, Jesus is declaring His all encompassing authority which includes death and the place of the dead!


 4. In verse 19 John is told to write three things:


(1) “Things which you have seen” referring to those which we have just discussed in this section..


(2) “Things which are” speaking of the condition of the church, particularly, but not solely as stated in the next two chapters.


(3) “Things which shall take place,” which are future events that involve not only the church, but all of mankind, indeed all of creation, as outlined in the remainder of this book/letter.


 5. This chapter closes out in verse 20 with the Lord explaining the “mystery” of the seven stars and the golden lampstands.


(1) This “mystery” is not something beyond comprehension, but something that has been hidden and must be revealed, yet when it has been made known is perfectly clear and plain!



(2) The stars are identified by the Lord as “the angels of the seven churches.”


 i. "Angel" translates as messenger and while the vast majority of the time is used to speak of a supernatural being, it can also be applied to a human messenger on behalf of God.


(a) An angel is more than a simple messenger, however.


(b) It is further  “...anyone who is employed to communicate the will of another; to transact his business, or...to act in his place - to be a representative...”




(c) “They were often responsible for aiding, protecting, and fighting for those who trusted in the Lord...[and] also acted as instruments of divine judgment, meting out punishment on the rebellious and the guilty...”



 ii. In this context, t is most likely the term is referring to Pastors or overseers of the given churches.


 iii. This usage would be consistent with the denunciations and calls for repentance in coming chapters.


 iv. It would also fit with their being specially cared for and protected by being held in His had as in verse 16, which is a wonderful thought for those sincerely following Him and a frightening thought for those who treat the office with less than the respect it deserves!


(3) The seven lampstands of verses 12 and 20, as we discussed briefly last time, are the seven Asian churches referred to earlier and defined in detail later which are also indicative of the different conditions of churches down through the ages.


Concl:


(1) Do John's words include you as his “brother”?


(2) Do you know the Lord, but must confess having less than an “awe” of Him?
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