October 13, 2007

First Assembly of Ephesus

Rev 2:1-7

Intro:   1.
Since March of this year we have been been in a couple different topical series discussing the mission God has given us.


 2. While topical series are of great value, my preference has always been expository preaching where we examine the scriptures together in a systematic fashion.


 3. Several weeks ago we began a new series in the book of Revelation – not Revelations, by the way, as the contents of this book are unified into a single revelation, not a fragmented group of separate revelations .


 4. As the only New Testament book which is primarily prophetic in nature, this is a difficult book, which is one of the reasons I wrestled with going here in a Sunday series, yet I'm looking forward to the things the Lord is going to show us in it in the weeks and months to come.


 5. Last week we looked at our communion series about “The Night in Which He Was Betrayed.”


 6. As we return to the Revelation series this week, we begin to look at the specific addresses to the seven churches mentioned in chapter one.


 7. As we begin to consider the churches, I want to review the ways in which they can be viewed.


(1) As the actual historical churches of the day and their conditions.

(2) As representative of seven specific problems in the "church" of the day.

(3) As Historical stages of the church down through the ages (limited validity if it dismisses application at the time written or on an ongoing basis).

(4) As representative of seven types of churches – or conditions in churches and or believers – down through the ages.

(5) In my opinion, it seems best to see a combination of all but the historical stages of the church, recognizing the singular meaning, but often multiple fulfillment of prophecy in scripture.


 8. One author sees the following pattern in the messages to the churches
:


(1) A greeting 

(2) A title of the risen Christ

(3) An "I know" section praising the good in the church (except Laodicea).

(4) A section criticizing the church's failures (except Smyrna and Philadelphia).

(5) A warning

(6) A section of exhortation beginning with "He who has an ear..."

(7) A promise along the lines of  "...to him who overcomes I will give..."


 9. A second pattern exists, seeing Sardis and Laodicea in grave danger, Smyrna and Philadelphia in excellent condition, and Ephesus, Pergamum, and Thyatira neither very good or very bad, but somewhere in the middle.
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 I. The City: Not Pretty!


 1. From a secular standpoint, Ephesus' primary reason for being was commerce. 


(1) It was founded at the mouth of the river Cayster, which is located in what is modern day Turkey.


(2) Interestingly enough, I've learned that today the shoreline has moved so far that where Ephesus was originally located is now miles from the shore! 


(3) It was the greatest city in the province of Asia at the time.


 2. Ephesus' religious "claim to fame" was that of being the guardian of an image of Artemis {Greek} or Diana {Roman} which fell from heaven. {cf. Act 19}. 


(1) The temple of this religion was one of the seven wonders of the world! 


(2) There was a great mix of religion and magic present in this idolatrous worship.


 3. There are several possible reasons offered as to why this was the first church to be addressed by John.


(1) Possibly because of the city's prominence.


(2) Possibly because it was first in the route the letter was to be circulated.


(3) Possibly he had a closer relational connection with them.


 II. The Good News  

Rev 2:1-3  “'To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:  (2)  'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false;  (3)  and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary.'”


 1. While the message in verse one is addressed specifically to the angel or Pastor of the church in Ephesus, it was for the entire church at Ephesus and beyond.

 Rev 2:7  “'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches...'” (emphasis mine)


(1) The Pastor was responsible for making sure the entire church was told what God was saying!


(2) The pluralization of the term, while possibly referring to the multiple messages in this section to the multiple churches, I believe also tells us this message was to be extended beyond just this single church. 


 2. The statement in the second part of verse “...The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands...” communicates two things:


(1) A reminder that the Pastor is in God's hand, protected, cared for, and even ultimately controlled by God.


Illus:
Sometimes Pastors can be the most paranoid control freaks on the face of the earth.  What freedom there is in this promise!


(2) The second thing communicated here is that God Himself is present among the churches, Ephesus included.


 3. In verses 2-3, the Lord commends Ephesus for five things:


(1) Deeds and toil – work! 


(2) Perseverance – stick-to-it-iveness – the ability to stay on track even in tough times; a must for Christians!


(3) Not enduring (tolerating) evil men - those who enter into the flock as wolves in sheep's clothing.


(4) Examining self-proclaimed apostles for doctrinal accuracy and dismissing them when they are off the mark, which is part of the safety of a good church!


(5) Whereas they had not endured evil men (vs 2) they had endured for the sake of the gospel and not grown weary in doing so - quite a commendation!


 III. The Bad News 

Rev 2:4-5  “'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  (5)  'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place--unless you repent.'”


 1. It has been said the phrase "you have left your first love" in verse 4 has three possible meanings:


(1) Love for Christ – expressed in relationship and devotion to Him.

(2) Love for one another – relationships having become formal and distant.


(3) Love for mankind in general – expressed in zeal in reaching the lost with the gospel.


 2. I submit to you, however, that it is referring to a love of Jesus that they have left.


(1) It's not that they had turned away from believing in Him – they were commended for rejecting false teachers!


(2) The problem was their level of passion, fervor and commitment to Him had waned!


 i. The things they did which were right had become habit, ritual, perhaps even commonplace to them.


 ii. Their priorities had shifted from Jesus being the most important, to Him being secondary, tertiary, or perhaps even worse!


(3) If our love for Jesus is not what it should be, the other two “loves” identified above by scholars will suffer as well!


 3. Jesus' instructions for addressing this failure is summarized in the three "R" words in verse 5.


(1) “...remember from where you have fallen...” – Greek indicates continuing action "keep on remembering."


(2) Repent - change your mind and determine to...


(3) Return “...do the deeds you did at first...” – return to the zeal and actions which display this love.


Illus:
I made the point last week that just as faith without works is dead, so too love declared, yet without actions is meaningless!


 4. There is a frightening consequence promised if they fail to heed His instructions is He will remove their lampstand. 


(1) They may remain a social gathering – even a doctrinally correct one – but they will no longer be a church holding forth the true light!


(2) Where the great city of Ephesus once stood there is nothing but ruins, so obviously the church that was in the literal city, it is no more! 


 IV. The Conclusion  

Rev 2:6-7  “'Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  (7)  'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.'”


 1. The Nicolaitans are identified in verse 6 as participating in deeds deserving of hatred from both the Ephesians and the Lord.


(1) This group may have been disciples of one of the first deacons named Nicolas.


(2) He believed and taught that it was acceptable to eat what was sacrificed to idols and commit fornication, presumably with prostitutes from the idol temples.


(3) Such a theological position was later referred to as licentious libertines – those who justify virtually any behavior, sometimes in the name of destroying the physical body which they see as evil!


 2. The Ephesians were told that they, or anyone following Christ for that matter, must “overcome.”


 3. Based on the understanding of who the Nicolaitans were, this must be speaking of our need to overcome, as one author puts it:

“...allurements of false teaching and natural temptations to fleshly indulgence and worldly ease.”



 4. Those who do overcome are given a wonderful promise which closes this section addressing the church in Ephesus.


(1) He says they will “...eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God.”  which is clearly a reference to eternal life that was lost in the garden.

Gen 3:22, 24   “Then the LORD God said, 'Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever'-- ...(24)  So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.”


(2) Bear in mind we are not saying we are saved by overcoming the flesh, but as is taught in our “Being Led” series, failure to overcome the flesh results in yielding to it which will bring spiritual – and perhaps even physical – death to the believer, thus the importance of overcoming it!


(3) Again referring to the “Being Led” series, there is only one way to overcome the flesh and that is by learning to be led by the Spirit! 


Concl:



(1) Do you know Jesus died on the cross for your sins, to make it possible for you to have a new life in a living relationship with the living God?

(2) Do you know the Lord today, yet there are failings of the church at Ephesus of which you need to repent today?

(3) Do you see the good things of the Ephesian church in your life, but today need prayer for encouragement and continued perseverance?

�	Source lost from original notes.


�	Source lost from original notes.
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