October 11, 2009
The River and the Residents

Rev. 22:1-5

Intro:   1.  This morning we continue our study in the book of Revelation started in August 2007!

2. This series is nearly finished, so I encourage you to join me in praying for future direction!


3. Rather than wrath and judgment, which are typically observed as being the content of this book, we have seen the grace and mercy of God in the Revelation of Jesus Christ, beginning with the glorified Christ, moving through the identification of seven churches representing various conditions of His earthly body at the time and throughout history, then to the disclosure of events which will transpire at the end of the age, showing, finally, the bride and wife for whom Christ died.


4. Last time we finished chapter 21, looking at the new creation which lies ahead for believers.


5. This week we pick up the discussion as we see.

 I. The River and the Residents  

Rev 22:1-5  “Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb,  (2)  in the middle of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  (3)  There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him;  (4)  they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.  (5)  And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever.”


 1. The “he”, who is showing these things to John, is the same angel who began to escort John in chapter 21 – one of the seven who earlier introduced the seven bowls full of plagues.


 2. We need to see John is not shown a brook, or even a stream, but a river thus it is no small amount of water whose ability to provide will dry up quickly.


(1) In fact, it’s worthy of note that the Greek word used here often denotes a stream which is swollen or overflowing, meaning a torrent or a flood!



Illus:
In El Paso Texas, the Rio Grande – big river – is anything but; such is not the case here!


(2) Another thing we should observe about the river here in Revelation 22, is it is not stationary like a lake, neither is it stagnant, like a pond or a puddle, but it is a flowing body of water.


 i. Any contaminates which might infiltrate this river would be swept away on a steady basis.


 ii. Perhaps more significantly, it is always bringing a fresh supply from the source!

(3) What this river brings is not just water for the quenching of physical thirst and the watering of the ground so plants may produce fruit, but it brings life itself, as it is called “the water of life”! 


 i. The description given is reminiscent of the visions of the prophets Ezekiel (47) and Zechariah (14:8) who foresaw this day coming centuries ago!


 ii. The source of this river reveals the true source of life as “...coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb...” 

1Jn 5:11-12  “...the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  (12)  He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.”

Joh 5:26  “‘For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself’”


(4) The final descriptor used of this river says it is “...clear as crystal...”, pure, uncontaminated, unpolluted, unaffected by sin, which is the ultimate source of all contamination.


 i. Here is an image of true life and that more abundantly!


 ii. All who place their trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord will be privileged to drink from this water of life for eternity!


 iii. Jesus, however, promised we could have a foretaste in this life, leading us to expectation and anticipation of the great river described here!

Joh 4:14  “...whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life."

Joh 7:38-39  “‘He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, “From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.”’ But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”


(5) The place this river flows in the New Jerusalem seems a bit odd as it is “...in the middle of its street...”


 i. There is only one street mentioned in Rev 21:21 and that “...street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.”, a fitting bed for a river as pure as crystal!


 ii. Exactly what this looks like and precisely what is meant by it is not certain, but it does seem to show the river’s accessibility to all who dwell in this great city!


 3. The “tree of life”, mentioned in verse 2, which was first seen in the Garden of Eden (Gen 2:9), is said to be “...On either side of the river...”

(1) You may recall from Genesis, after man rebelled against God, the Lord drove man from the garden to prevent him from having access to the tree of life, lest he “...eat, and live forever...” (Gen 3:22), yet here all of redeemed mankind is once again given free, apparently unlimited access.


(2) How exactly this tree exists “...On either side of the river...” is unclear.


 i. The passage is held by some to be using a figure of speech, referring to many trees by speaking of only one,
 thus the street would actually be lined with trees.


Illus:
Recall Ingram Avenue and Steuben Street between Foster Ave. and the Thornburg bridge, both being lined with flowering pear trees which almost seem to be one when they are in bloom in the spring.

 ii. Another possibility is it has roots and a trunk on either side of the river which come together over top of the river.


Illus:
An odd tree in Sheraden has roots on either side of a sidewalk rising in separate trunks, then coming together into a single tree growing upward in front of the house. 


(3) Verse 2 tells us the tree of life bears “...twelve kinds of fruit...”.


 i. The margin in the NAS and some commentators say it is actually twelve crops, as clarified by the phrase “...yielding its fruit every month...”, because “The literal rendering is, ‘producing twelve fruits’”
 


 ii. Some say this is referring to twelve varieties, “...not one sort of fruit one month, and another sort another month, and so on, but twelve sorts every month...”
, reflective of the diversity of gifts the Lord has given to His people.


 iii. Regardless of which position is correct, the tree of life bears fruit in great abundance, illustrating Jesus’ declaration that He came to give us life and that more abundantly!


(4) The reference to twelve months in verse 2 is somewhat odd as 21:23 tells us there is no more sun and moon, thus no more days and nights to compile into a month, so the point must simply be that of continuous bearing of fruit.



(5) “the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations” in verse 2 also seems to be an odd statement as mankind no longer is impacted by sin, sickness or pain (21:4).


 i. One author “...takes the word to mean 'health-giving' and comments, 'The leaves of the tree promote the enjoyment of life in the new Jerusalem, and are not for correcting ills which do not exist.’”
, a point concurred with by others.



Illus:
“Divine health” which is sometimes preached today is a reality here!


 ii. The point is “... they who dwell there had been healed...and had been made to live forever.”



 4. Verse 3 tells us there is “...no longer any curse...”


(1) The curse placed upon mankind and all creation in Gen. 3, as alluded to in what we have just discussed, will be gone completely!



(2) As one author summarizes it:

“The earth will be no more cursed, and will produce no more thorns and thistles; man will be no more compelled to earn his bread by the sweat of his brow; woman will be no more doomed to bear the sufferings which she does now; and the abodes of the blessed will be no more cursed by sickness, sorrow, tears, and death.”



(3) As the old songwriter penned:  “There’ll be no sorrows there, no more burdens to bear, no more sickness, no pain, no more parting over there.  And forever I will be, with the One who died for me.  What a day, glorious day, that will be!”



 5. Verse 3 here in Rev. 22 continues, saying “...the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it...”


(1) Not only will God be dwelling among His people as stated in 21:3, but His throne – His authority and rule – will be clearly evident.


(2) The distinction of the Lamb is an eternal reminder – perhaps not needed, but provided nonetheless – that the promise of God was fulfilled, making possible all that the redeemed of God will enjoy.


 6.  The final observation of Verse 3 is: “...and His bond-servants will serve Him...”


(1) Again I must underscore the eternality of this state.


Illus:
Earlier this year the Lord had me preach about our earthly life being a vapor, a wisp of smoke as compared to eternity, which is a long, long time!


(2) The term translated “bond-servants”, as we have seen before, refers to “... one who is in a permanent relation of servitude to another, his will being altogether consumed in the will of the other...”



(3) Their service is not out of compulsion, but in loving response to the compassionate grace they received which makes their service possible!


Illus:
Herein is the model we should be emulating now based on the free gift of life we have been given!
Reference next page!!
Rom 12:1  “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.”


 7. Our passage continues with the statement in verse 4:  “...they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.”


(1) Herein lies the fulfillment of 1Co 13:12  “...now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known.”


(2) Moses was denied this privilege of seeing God’s face in Ex 33:20, 23, but all of us – including Moses – will enjoy it on that great day!


(3) Having His Name on their foreheads – declaring His ownership and their allegiance – was first experienced by the 144,000 of chapter 14, but now here by all the redeemed of mankind. 


 8. A statement made in 21:23 & 25 is re-made here in verse 5 with an addition.

“...there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them;...”


(1) The sun, moon and stars will no longer exist as they will no longer be necessary.


Illus:
As pointed out by Pastor Mike recently, all of creation, including the sun, moon and stars, were created for man’s benefit and were completely unnecessary for God! 


(2) The presence of God will permeate all that exists at that time so even indoor lighting – “the light of a lamp” – will be unnecessary!  


 9. The final phrase in our passage today, at the end of verse 5 states: “they will reign forever and ever”


(1) There is no one else to rule over, for those who are not eternally in the city are eternally in the lake of fire!


(2) I believe the point made by Leon Morris best describes the situation:  “It is not said that they will reign over anyone, and, indeed, it is difficult to see who their subjects could be.  The term indicates a blessed and exalted state.  They share in royalty.” with the King of Kings!


Concl:


(1) As mentioned just a moment ago, our life here and now is relatively brief, as the psalmist says, “...the days of our life...contain seventy years, Or if due to strength, eighty years, Yet their pride is but labor and sorrow; For soon it is gone and we fly away.” (Psa 90:10)


(2) Here at the end of the book of Revelation we see a marvelous, wonderful place of beauty and abundance which will be enjoyed by all who serve God now and for all eternity.


(3) Tragically, we have also seen  in Revelation a vivid, disturbing description of a place of torment which will be experienced by all who reject His right to rule their lives.


(4) This morning I have a simple, straightforward question for you:  Where will you spend eternity?
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