December 16, 2007

The City of What You Wear (Thy Atira)

Rev. 2:18-29

Intro:   1.
We are continuing our series in the book of Revelation – the Revelation of Jesus Christ to His servant John in exile on the isle of Patmos – of the things which he has seen, which are and which are yet to come.


 2. Several weeks ago we began to look at the seven churches mentioned in chapter one and described in detail in chapters 2 and 3.

 3. To date we have talked about:

(1) Ephesus - the church who was doctrinally correct but loveless.

(2) Smyrna - the materially poor, spiritually rich church which received no rebuke.

(3) Pergamum - the church in the city of Satan's throne.

 4. Today we come to the church in:


Thyatira: The City of What You Wear (Thy Atira)

Rev. 2:18-29

I.  To the Angel From the Son vv. 18-19

II.  The Jezebel Faction  vv. 20-23

III.  Prophetic Promise of Powerful Provision  vv. 24-29

 I. To the Angel From the Son

Rev 2:18-19 “'And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:  (19)  'I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are greater than at first.”

 1. The length of this letter is a bit ironic in light of the town being written to.


(1) This is the longest of the seven letters to the seven churches.


(2) Yet this is probably the most insignificant, certainly the smallest, least important of all the towns!


 2. From a secular standpoint, Thyatira was noted for a large number of trade guilds, similar to the labor unions of today.


 3.  Perhaps the most prominent trade, as evidenced by the occupation of Lydia (Acts 16:14) was wool dying.


 4. The title “Son of God” in verse 18 – emphasizing Jesus' majesty – is used only here in the book of Revelation!


(1) His “eyes like a flame of fire” burn brightly and “... penetrate the secret recesses of the heart.”
.


(1) His "feet...like burnished bronze" as in 1:15 are a declaration of stability and permanence as brass is one of the most durable of metals.


 5. As with the other churches, the Lord tells the church at Thyatira, “I know...”


(1) “...your deeds...” – the things they were doing were not going unnoticed.


 i. Clearly the implication is that their deeds were good!


 ii. A real encouragement for a church in an insignificant, perhaps unrecognized location. 


(2) “I know...your love...” 


 i. This is the very thing Jesus said would be representative of His people:  Joh 13:35  "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."


 ii. Unlike their sister church in Ephesus, they apparently had not left their first love! 


(3)  “I know...your faith...” – undoubtedly manifest in their faithfulness, revealed in their love, deeds, service and perseverance..


(4) “I know...your service...” – they apparently walked out that which Paul the Apostle had written to the church at Galatia:  

Gal 5:13  “...through love serve one another.”  (emphasis mine)


(5) “I know...your perseverance...” – stick-to-itiveness in the face of opposition.


 i. Yes, there are areas the Lord is about to address, but there were those in Thyatira who had continued to stick to that which is essential.


 ii. Opposition, both from without and within, was very real in the church, yet God kept a remnant.


 6. Of all the things listed concerning the church at Thyatira, the most impressive is the statement “...your deeds of late are greater than at first” because it speaks of ongoing growth – as it should be – in contrast to Ephesus' need to return to her first love.


(1) Keep in mind, numeric growth should never be the primary means of measurement!


(2) The question is: “are we doing more of what God wants us to do than we have in the past?”


 i. As one commentator writes:  Christianity “... in the soul, and in a community, is designed to be progressive.”

 ii. On an individual basis, is Jesus more in control of our lives today than yesterday?


 iii. On a corporate basis, are we allowing the Lord to use us to effect more people, in more ways, on a more consistent basis than in the past?


(a) This must be happening within the four walls of the building.


(b) It must also be happening outside the four walls of the building.


 II. The Jezebel Faction

Rev 2:20-23  “'But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.  (21)  'I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality.  (22)  'Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.  (23)  'And I will kill her children with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds.”

 1. There probably was not a literal woman named “Jezebel” in the church at Thyatira.


(1) Most likely the reference is to the historical “Jezebel,” the Baal worshiping daughter of a pagan king, who was the wife of king Ahab in the Old Testament (1Kin 18-21; 2Ki 9).


(2) Because of her extreme level of wickedness and the evil influence she had over her husband, king Ahab, the name “ Jezebel” had become synonymous with evil.


 2. One of the things listed about this woman in verse 20, that should have been a potential tip off was the fact that she “...calls herself a prophetess...”


(1) Those who are genuine prophets in the body of Christ don't boast about it, they simply walk in the gifting and calling God has given them!


(2) To me her declaring herself a prophetess smacks of pridefulness!


(3) Notice it does not say “it is said about her that she is a prophetess.”


(4) If her self-proclaimed status didn't send up a red flag, the fact that her teaching was against the scriptures should have, as no true prophetic voice is ever above the written text of the Word of God!


 3. What is most disturbing about this woman's effectiveness as described in verse 20 is she is leading the Lord's bond servants – those deeply committed to Him – astray!

Mat 24:24  Jesus said: “'For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.'”  {emphasis mine})


(1) On one hand, she was apparently effective in communicating her message.


(2) On the other hand, those “deeply committed” to the Lord in this church weren't very discerning as to what they were being taught!


(3) Of course, let's not overlook that the angel – the Pastor – of the church was being rebuked for “tolerating” – allowing – this woman to continue to have an opportunity to teach!


 4. This woman's teaching reflected that of the Old Testament Jezebel, who led God's people to be involved in idol worship and the immorality that accompanies it.


(1) The prominence of trade unions would have forced Christians who needed to work for a living into alliances with unbelievers and consequentially into participation in feasts where meat sacrificed to idols would be served.



(2) Often these feasts would lead to moral laxness and sexual immorality!


(3) Her designation as a prophetess, as well as the Pastor's failure to silence her, would have given the people reason to trust in her council and justify participating in things they ought not.


(4) Based on this woman's teaching, she may have been the precursor to the Gnostic teaching that the body was inconsequential, thus it did not matter what you did with or to it.


Illus:
We need to measure our involvement with unbelievers in social events, lest we find ourselves participating in behavior that compromises our testimony!!

 5. Verse 21 is particularly disturbing because this woman apparently knows the truth, but she is choosing to go against it!


(1) Be careful to not overlook God's grace extended to her: “'I gave her time to repent,...'”


(2) She was refusing the grace of God, thus jeopardizing herself and those she was teaching.


 6. God will pour our his judgment on these people, as stated in verses 22-23, to show the churches who He is and that nothing is hidden from Him!


(1) Notice again the extension of Grace as God says He will pour out His judgment “...unless they repent...”


(2) Her rebellion was going to have dire consequences for her and all who follow her!


 III. Prophetic Promise of Powerful Provision

Rev. 2:24-29  “'But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call them--I place no other burden on you.  (25)  'Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come.  (26)  'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS;  (27)  AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My Father;  (28)  and I will give him the morning star.  (29)  'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'”


 1. The phrase "...the deep things of Satan..." as stated in verse 24, identifies a group of people who were trying to prove themselves as being spiritually superior to others.


(1) It may possibly be a restatement in “tongue in cheek” fashion, identifying of the position of some who claimed to have special insight into "the deep things of God."


(2) Or it may have been an identification of the position of some who believed they had special insight into the schemes of the devil {2Co 2:11}, thus had the upper hand in spiritual warfare.


(3) Both of these possibilities are reflective of the early heresy known as Gnosticism and tie back to the woman Jezebel.


 2. By the statement “...I place no other burden on you” in the end of verse 24, the Lord is most likely  absolving them of the unattainable and non-existent “deeper knowledge” promoted by these heretics, referring to the decision passed down by the Jerusalem council as described in:


Act 15:28-29  “'For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these essentials:  (29)  that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols and from blood and from things strangled and from fornication; if you keep yourselves free from such things, you will do well. Farewell.'”


(1) Neither the text nor I am saying there is not a need to grow in our understanding of the things of God, keep the commendation they received in verse 19 in mind!


(2) We are called to press on to maturity, which will cause us to grow in our understanding.


(3) These heretics were declaring a “secret” knowledge which was available to only a select few, an inner circle if you will.


(4) Maturity in the things of God is available – indeed the expectation – of all believers!

Eph 4:11-16  “...He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,  (12)  for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;  (13)  until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.  (14)  As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;  (15)  but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,  (16)  from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.”

Php 3:10-16  “...that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;  (11)  in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.  (12)  Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.  (13)  Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,  (14)  I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. (15) Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; (16)  however, let us keep living by that same  standard to which we have attained.”

Heb 12:1-3  “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  (2)  fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  (3)  For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”

Jas 1:4  “...let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”


 3. A curious addition is made to the customary closing in verse 26 with the phrase: “...and keeps My deeds to the end...”


(1) The Lord is making a contrast between His deeds and those the woman Jezebel which were being done by her followers.


(2) The keeping of her deeds would bring death, the keeping of His deeds were of eternal benefit!


 4. Verses 26 and 27 are an encouragement to those He is addressing as the Lord gives an assurance of our participation in the promised reign of Christ which is to come. 


(1) According the teaching of the Gnostics, those who lacked the secret “superior knowledge”were disqualified!


(2) Jesus says those who overcome, by implication including the teaching of Jezebel. 


 5. The promise of the morning star in verse 28 a wonderful thing.


(1) This is a name given to Christ in 22:16.


(2) As such, this is a promise of enjoying His presence, and that for eternity!
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