October 28, 2007

Smyrna

Rev 2:8-11

Intro:   1.
Several weeks ago we began a new series in the book of Revelation – not Revelations, by the way, as the contents of this book are unified into a single revelation, not a fragmented group of separate revelations.


 2. As the only New Testament book which is primarily prophetic in nature, this is a difficult book, which is one of the reasons I wrestled with going here in a Sunday series, yet I'm looking forward to the things the Lord is going to show us in it in the weeks and months to come.


 3. Last week we took a side trip, but two weeks ago we began to look at the specific addresses to the seven churches mentioned in chapter one.


 4. As we consider the churches, I want to review the ways in which they can be viewed.


(1) As the actual historical churches of the day and their respective conditions.

(2) As representative of seven specific problems in the "church" of the day.

(3) As historical stages of the church down through the ages (limited validity if it dismisses application at the time written or on an ongoing basis).

(4) As representative of seven types of churches – or conditions in churches and/or believers – down through the ages.

(5) In my opinion, a combination of all except the historical stages of the church seems to be the best view, recognizing the singular meaning, but often multiple fulfillment of prophecy in scripture.


 5. One author sees the following pattern in the messages to the churches
:


(1) A greeting 

(2) A title of the risen Christ

(3) An "I know" section praising the good in the church (except Laodicea).

(4) A section criticizing the church's failures (except Smyrna and Philadelphia).

(5) A warning

(6) A section of exhortation beginning with "He who has an ear..."

(7) A promise along the lines of  "...to him who overcomes I will give..."

 2. A second pattern has been identified, seeing Sardis and Laodicea in grave danger, Smyrna and Philadelphia in excellent condition, and Ephesus, Pergamum, and Thyatira neither very good or very bad, but somewhere in the middle.


I.  Historical Smyrna

II.  Rock Solid Church of Smyrna  vv. 8-11

 I. Historical Smyrna


 1. This city was founded by Alexander the Great.



 2. It's primary secular activity was shipping, due to the excellent harbor they had in a well protected bay.


 3. Smyrna was also known for science, medicine and majestic buildings – kinda like Pittsburgh, huh? – and was one of the first and few "planned" cities of antiquity.



 4. While Christianity was established in Smyrna fairly early, they were still primarily pagans, who worshiped false gods.


(1) They were famous for having one of the temples for Roman emperor worship, “...built in honor of Tiberius and his mother Julia...”



(2) It was also believed the Greek god Dionysus had been killed and come back to life here, a fable paralleling the truth of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, making the identification of Jesus in verse 8: “...The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life...” even more pointed in this context.



 5. One of the famous church fathers named Polycarp was martyred here.


(1) This was a man who, according to church history, was discipled by the Apostle John whom God was using to pen this prophecy.



(2) He may even have been acting as “bishop” when this letter was written, thus making him the “angel” of the church of Smyrna
 to and about whom this passage was written. 


 II. Rock Solid Church of Smyrna  

Rev 2:8-11  “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this:  (9)  'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.  (10)  'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.  (11)  'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.'”


 1. Unlike most of the other churches, there is no rebuke or criticism of failure made against this church, a distinction shared only by the church of Philadelphia!


 2. Jesus' self-identification in the second part of verse 8, provided encouragement to this oppressed church  by reminding them of the temporariness of this present life and the permanency of the life we obtain through faith in Jesus who possesses this eternal life and freely gives it to us!

2Co 4:18  “...we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 


 3. Generally speaking, Jesus communicates “I see you!” to the church at Smyrna in verse 9.


(1) He tells them He knows their tribulation – the persecutions they had been enduring.


(2) He points out to them that they are both poor and rich at the same time.


 i. On the one hand, they were poor as they had no earthly wealth – indeed much of what they had owned was probably taken from them by their persecutors.


 ii. Yet while they were materially poor, they were spiritually wealthy in their knowledge of, experience with and service to Jesus.


 4. The blasphemy of those in verse 9 referred to Jews who denied Jesus as the Messiah.


(1) Their denial of Jesus manifest in persecution of the church, in this case, the church in Smyrna.


(2) One source says they “...blasphemed Christ as 'the Hanged One'.”


Gal 3:13  “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us--for it is written, 'CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE'--” 


 5. "...those who say they are Jews and are not..." speaks of those that are Jews by blood lineage only, but because of their rejection of Christ are lost in their empty religion.


(1) True Jews are those who are circumcised in heart, not necessarily the flesh.

Rom 2:28-29  “...he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.  (29)  But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.”


(2) The phrase “...synagogue of Satan...” - speaks of their rejection of the true God, thus following after Satan, the adversary of God.


(3) Jesus addressed the Jewish religious leaders in a similar fashion during His earthly ministry:  

JOH 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies.”

 6. The first sentence in Rev 2:10 communicates a mixed blessing.


(1) On one hand it is disturbing that the one who knows all as stated above is declaring that more trouble is coming!


(2) On the other hand, it is encouraging because He knows it is coming and tells them not to fear it!


 7. In saying the devil is going to cast some of them into prison in verse 10, he is speaking not of the literal devil, but of the earthly powers – the Jewish leaders we just mentioned as well as the Roman governmental leaders – which are under the devil's influence.


 8. The declaration in verse 10 “...that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days..." is actually an encouragement in light of what is coming.


(1) It tells them God has a purpose in it: testing.


 i. The enemy intended his efforts to bring their destruction, which it will not.


 ii. God, on the other hand intended their experience to prove their faithfulness (as Job).

Rom 8:28  “...we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”


(2) It should also have been encouraging to them to know this testing would be limited in its time: ten days!


 i. Most scholars believe, however, he is not speaking of literally ten days.


 ii. Some believe it is referring to a “prophetic day,” implying ten years, “...precisely the duration of the persecution under Diocletian, during which all the Asiatic churches were grievously afflicted.”



 iii. Others believe it is possibly just an indication of the shortness of their duration in the grand scheme of things.


 9. The admonition in verse 10 to “Be faithful until death” is coupled with a promise that He “will give you the crown of life.” 


(1) He compares this temporal life, in which they and we shall experience death, with eternal life which has begun for us now and will last for eternity!


Illus:
Remember, for believers, we are living eternal life now and for eternity; death is just another step forward, not the end of life!


(2) The crown he refers to was an illustration drawn from the wreath of victory received in the Olympic games, which were held in this city!


 10.   As with the message to the church in Ephesus, the first sentence of verse 11, which uses the term churches  (plural), shows the message is for not only Smyrna, but all the churches then and now!


 11.   In verse 11 he speaks of overcoming which only takes place – but can take place – through faith in Jesus.

1Jn 5:4  “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith.” 


(1) We need to be walking by faith and not sight {2Cor 5:7}.


(2) We can trust what He has promised is true!


 12.   The “second death” being spoken of a the end of verse 10, which we are promised to not be hurt by if we overcome, is that of eternal separation from God and eternal suffering in the lake of fire.

Rev 20:14  Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 


Concl: 


(1) Do you believe in Jesus today, or are you among those who blaspheme Him, denying His right to rule your life?


(2) If the Lord were to give you a report on your life today, would it be without rebuke, containing only encouragement?


(3) Have you been going through tribulation – difficult times – and need encouragement this morning?

�	Source lost from original notes.


�	Smith's Bible Dictionary by Dr. William Smith (1884)


�	ISBE


�	ISBE


�	Fausset's Bible Dictionary by Andrew Robert Fausset (1821-1910), co-Author of Jamieson, Fausset and Brown's COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE, article of Smyrna


�	These Dictionary topics are from M.G. Easton M.A., D.D., Illustrated Bible Dictionary, 1897.


�	Fausset


�	Fausset


�	Source reference lost from original notes.





5

