December 29, 2007

Sardis: A Remnant Reminiscent of the Reputation!

Rev. 3:1-6

Intro:   1.
We are continuing our series in the book of Revelation – the Revelation of Jesus Christ to His servant John in exile on the isle of Patmos – of the things which he has seen, which are and which are yet to come.


 2. A number of weeks ago we began to look at the seven churches mentioned in chapter one and described in detail in chapters 2 and 3.


 3. To date we have talked about:


(1) Ephesus - the church who was doctrinally correct but loveless.

(2) Smyrna - the materially poor, spiritually rich church which received no rebuke.

(3) Pergamum - the church in the city of Satan's throne.

(4) Thyatira – The City of What You Wear 


 4. Today we come to the church in: 


Sardis: A Remnant Reminiscent of the Reputation!

Rev. 3:1-6

 I. Not Who You Claim to Be  

Rev 3:1-3  “'To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: “I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.  (2)  “Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God.  (3)  “So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you.”


 1. From a secular standpoint, the city of Sardis was a center of commerce noted for its affluence.


 2. Once again, as in all the other churches, while the entirety of the church is being addressed, it is the Pastor – the angel – who is specified as he is ultimately responsible for the church's health.


 3. Earlier in this series we discussed the imagery of the “...seven Spirits of God and the seven stars...”


(1) Remember, the “seven Spirits of God” is most likely a figurative way of referring to the Holy Spirit.


(2) Also, the seven stars, “...are the angels – Pastors – of the seven churches...” as stated in 1:20.


 4.  As with the other churches, this church is told “I know your deeds...”


(1) You may get sick of hearing me say this, but some of us need repetition ad nauseam to get it!


(2) The point is, God knows all and sees all – the good, the  bad and the ugly!!

Psa 139:7  “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?”


 5. As can be seen in the end of verse 1, this church had a reputation:  “...you have a name...”


(1) If we don't believe we as individuals or as a church have a “reputation,” we're kidding ourselves!


(2) The question is, is the reputation accurate or inaccurate?


Illus:
It has been said that who we actually are usually differs from who we think we are as well as who people think we are! 


 6. Unfortunately for the church at Sardis and anyone who sought them out because of their reputation, things had changed and they were no long who they were! 

“...you have a name that you are alive but you are dead.”


Illus:
There is an old saying:  “Beware of believing your own press!”; we must be careful about resting on the reputation we have earned from the past and/or on what people say or have said about us!


 7. The socio-economic environment of affluence helped to facilitate the change in condition of this church.


(1) Material wealth tends to foster an attitude of independence and self-sufficiency.


(2) This attitude then undermines our need to be dependent on each other and the Lord.


Illus:
Perhaps one of the worst things to ever happen to the church is for it to become acceptable to society!


 8. While they were in grave danger, things were not hopeless for this church.

vs. 2  “Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die...”


(1) In the margin of my Bible is a handwritten note that says “not dead yet!”


(2) The analogy of sleeping as seen in a call to wake up is particularly pointed to a church in this community. 


 i. Twice in their history this city had been invaded at night.


 ii. They were so confident of their inaccessibility and safety from attack, they had no guard posted!


 iii. So too, this church had become so confident in its spiritual health that it had been lulled into a dangerously false sense of security.


 iv. Their false sense of security resulted in inactivity which was tantamount to sleep!


 9. The wake-up call being issued by the Lord was: “your work is not finished!”

“...I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God...”


(1) The question was not and is not “how much have we done?”, but “how much is there to do”?


(2) The question was not and is not “how many are in church this morning?”, but “how many are not in church this morning?”


(3) The question was not and is not “how many have accepted Jesus and been filled with the Holy Spirit?”, but “how many have not accepted Jesus and need filled with the Holy Spirit!


Illus:
ACMR is intended to assess the health of the church, but God help us if we ever become satisfied!

Mat 9:37-38  “Then [Jesus] *said to His disciples, 'The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  (38)  'Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.'” (Brackets replace pronoun for clarity)  


 10.   The answer for their condition was spelled out in no uncertain terms in verse 3:

“So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent.”


(1) He tells them to “remember” and that specifically two things:


 i. “what you have received” – You didn't get any of this on your own, you received it from the Lord directly and from Him through other people!


 ii. “what you have...heard” – an obvious reference to the preaching and teaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ.


 iii. There seems to be an allusion to the attitude with which they originally received and heard, probably one of excitement and zeal!


Illus:
How many when we start out are “on fire” for God, but fall prey to complacency under the guise of having “matured”!


(2) Having remembered, they are then instructed to “keep” – obey – that which they heard and received!

Php 3:16  “...let us keep living by that same  standard to which we have attained.”


(3) The third aspect of the answer actually must take place in order to facilitate the “keeping”: “repent!”


 i. Unless we acknowledge that we are going in the wrong direction we will not see the need to change.


 ii. Having acknowledged our need to change, we must then exercise our will – with the help provided by the Spirit of God – and do so, turning from our way to follow His way!

 11.   After giving them clear instruction as to how to remedy their situation, He also gives a solemn warning against failure to do so:

(3b) “Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you.”


(1) In his reference to coming like a thief He is not talking about the second coming of Christ {I Th 5 & II Peter 3:10}, but about a surprise judgment coming on this church in particular.


(2) For those who would say “God doesn't work like that, we're under grace!” I would suggest you consider the following:


 i. Ananias and Sapphira of Acts 5.


 ii. Paul says concerning an individual who was unwilling to repent:  “I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” 1Co 5:5


 iii. Rom 11:17-21  “But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree,  (18)  do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you.  (19)  You will say then, 'Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.'  (20)  Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear;  (21)  for if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, either.”


 12. As has already been indicated, the message to this church applies to us individually, as a church and to  other churches as we must beware of resting securely in our reputation!


 II. The Remnant Will be Remembered  

Rev 3:4-6  “'But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.  (5)  'He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.  (6)  'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'”


 1. The problem in Sardis was widespread, based on verse 4, as only "...a few people...have not soiled their garments..."


(1) The good news is there were a few people!


(2) There was still a remnant about whom the reputation was accurate!


(3) They were reminiscent of the reputation the church had earned of being alive!


 2. These “few” had not soiled the garment of righteousness given by Christ with rebellion against Him.


(1)  White garments were representative of holiness and purity imputed to us by Jesus.

Rom 3:21-22  “...apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,  (22)  even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe...”


(2) Soiled garments are those which had been stained with sin, individuals who, having been cleansed by the blood of Christ, insisted on rejecting His leading, directing and providing.


 3. Those who have remained faithful are promised that “...they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.” (4b)


(1) His blood continues to cleanse from all unrighteousness those who will continue to yield to Him.

1Jn 1:7, 9  “...if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin...If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”


(2) Notice this does not just speak of the current, but contains a promise of the future: “...they will walk...”


(3) Their worthiness to do so, however, is not of their own doing or ability, it is based solely on their cooperation with His work in their lives – it begins, is maintained by and ends with Him! 


(4) Those who are faithful to God, even in the midst of unfaithfulness, will still be received by Him as stated in verse 5a:  “...He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments...”


 4. Verse 5 also, however, supports the fact that it is possible for one to lose their salvation as one's name can be erased from the book of life where it had been recorded by once yielding to Christ.


(1) Bear in mind there is no need for this to ever occur!


(2) We can be confidently secure in our eternal relationship with God through Jesus Christ by simply continuing to yield our lives to Him.

“...and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.” 


 5. Again this section ends with an admonition, underscoring the applicability of all that has been said to all of the churches throughout the generations as the Lord says “'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'” (6)  


Concl:


(1) Are you among the Remnant Reminiscent of the Reputation that we are alive in Christ?


(2) Or are you among those who have soiled their garments and are at risk of having your name removed from the Lambs book of Life?


(3) Do you know today that Jesus has made it possible for you to walk in righteousness with Him, living a life that will evermore be pleasing to the Father?
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