January 20, 2008

Lukewarm Laodicea: Last and Least!

Rev 3:14-22

Intro:   1.
This morning we continue our series in the book of Revelation.


 2. Since mid-October we have been discussing the specifics of the seven churches mentioned in chapter one and described in detail in chapters 2 and 3.


 3. To review, the churches described in Revelation can be seen from three theological perspectives:

(1) As churches which existed historically at the time of John's writing.

(2) As representative of the types of churches which have existed throughout the history of the church and continue to be exist today.

(3) As stages of the churches' development over the centuries, a view which in my opinion is  difficult to support.


 4. I believe a combination of the first two of these is the appropriate way to view these churches.


 5. Previously we looked at:


(1) Ephesus - the church who was doctrinally correct but loveless.

(2) Smyrna - the materially poor, spiritually rich church which received no rebuke.

(3) Pergamum - the church which was holding fast to the Lord, but excessively tolerant of heretical teaching, thus needed to repent.

(4) Thyatira - a growing, maturing church which was tolerating an heretical teacher.

(5) Sardis - a materially wealthy church, reputed to be spiritually alive, which was dead.


 6. Last week we considered: Philadelphia, the second church to not receive a rebuke, encouraged to continue to endure persecution 


 2. This week we move on to:

Lukewarm Laodicea: Last and Least!

Rev 3:14-22

I.  Lukewarmness: Identified

II.  Lukewarmness: Definition and Treatment

III.  Lukewarmness: Not Necessarily Fatal

 I. Lukewarmness: Identified  

Rev 3:14-22  “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this:  (15)  'I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot.  (16)  'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.”

 1. One last time I want you to see that what is stated here, as in all the other churches, is addressed to “the angel” of the church in Laodicea.


(1) As we've said repeatedly, this is the Pastor of the church who is ultimately responsible for the church's spiritual wellbeing. 


(2) Here possibly Archippus, who was related to and may even have been the son of Philemon.

 2. From a secular perspective, this city noted for several things.


(1) Top quality black wool and its finished products of garments, etc.


(2) As one of the richest cities of commerce of the day.


(3) As a banking center.


(4) For having one of the finest medical schools.


(5) Having been destroyed in AD 62 and rebuilt without government help through local financing, a fact which attests to the great wealth they possessed.

 3. Jesus' self-identification as "The Amen, the faithful and true Witness" is in direct contrast to the unfaithfulness of the Christians in this city!



(1) Unlike the other churches, the titles used here were not used in chapter 1.



(2) The word “amen” comes from the Hebrew and essentially means true and trustworthy.



(3) Note that Jesus is identified as the faithful and true witness, something the church has been said she should be, yet Laodicea was not!


 4. Jesus is the "Beginning of the creation of God" as stated in verse 14 (NASB), not as being the first part of it, rather, according to the Greek, as being the "origin the active cause,"
 in line with:

Joh 1:3  “All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”

Col 1:16  “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him.”

 5. As with all the other churches, Jesus once again tells those at Laodicea that He knows their deeds, which He refers to as neither cold nor hot!


 6. He says in verse 15 He would rather that the church in Laodicea were cold than lukewarm!


(1) Clearly, His preference would be for them to be “hot” – on fire for serving Him.


(2) But at least if they were cold they would be aware of their need!


(3) As lukewarm they think they are O.K. and are comfortable, but have deluded themselves.


Illus:
Herein lies why it is easier to reach multitudes in third world nations than in the United States!


 7. One source makes the statement “Hot water heals, cold water refreshes, but lukewarm water is useless for either purpose, and can serve only [to induce vomiting].”
, thus the statement in verse 16 “... because you are lukewarm...I will spit you out of My mouth.” is supported by nature and their earthly experience!


 II. Lukewarmness: Definition and Treatment


(17) “'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked,  (18)  I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.'”

 1. The statement "Because you say 'I am rich...and have need of nothing'" is even more disturbing than what is said about Sardis. (italics mine)


(1) Sardis was wealthy and had a reputation for being a living church.


(2) Laodicea had gone a step farther, declaring their dependence upon their wealth!


 2. Based on the descriptions in these verses, we could define lukewarmness, at least in the case of Laodicea, as self-sufficiency rather than God-sufficiency.


(1) They were convinced they possessed wealth both spiritually and materially.


(2) Having been saved by grace through faith in Jesus as brought about by the Holy Spirit, they were now convinced they were OK on their own!


(3) From their perspective they were comfortable and needed nothing.


(4) They apparently had lost sight of the source of all they had – God Himself – and felt they no longer needed Him!

 3. The last three of the five adjectives in verse 17 are particularly pointed as they are the direct opposite of what this city and church were noted for: banking and commerce which bring wealth, medical facilities which bring health, and clothing manufacture which eliminates the need for stealth!

(1) As opposed to being poor, as the Lord calls them, they reveled in the earthly wealth they possessed, seeming to have forgotten who gave them all they have.


(2) Rather than being blind as the Lord says they are, they thought they saw all things clearly.


Illus:
I'm reminded by this of Jesus' interaction with some other folks who thought the same thing:   

Joh 9:40-41  “Those of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these things and said to Him, "We are not blind too, are we?"  (41)  Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but since you say, 'We see,' your sin remains.”


(3) Whereas they considered themselves to be well clothed, the Lord says they are naked!


 i. Rather than wearing His robe of righteousness, they were now looking to wear their own!


 ii. They certainly would have claimed to be His – wearing His righteousness – but Jesus' told them they were naked – exposed for all to see!


 4. Only as they would sacrifice of themselves and their self-sufficiency, as described by Paul about himself, could they "buy" what is described in verse 18.

Paul says:  Php 3:4-9  “...although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more:  (5)  circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee;  (6)  as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.  (7)  But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  (8)  More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,  (9)  and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith”

He also says in: Rom 12:1-2  “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  (2) And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”


 5. The “gold refined by fire so that you may become rich” is speaking of their faith being tested through trials, yielding a richness in faith as opposed to earthly goods.


 6. The “white garments so that you may clothe yourself” speaks of the righteousness of Christ with which they should be clothed, rather than their empty, worthless self-confidence which was resulting in “the shame of your nakedness.”


 7. The “eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see” referred to their need for the anointing of the Holy Spirit to enable them to discern (see) spiritually!


 8. The Apostle Peter gave clear instructions, which if the church at Laodicea would have heeded, they might not be were they were!  

2Pe 1:4-9  “...He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.  (5) Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,  (6)  and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness,  (7)  and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.  (8)  For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (9)  For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.” (italics mine)


(1) The church at Laodicea was exactly the opposite of what Peter instructed his readers to be.


(2) As a result, the church at Laodicea was exactly what Peter said they would be:  blind!


(3) Unfortunately, the Americanized church of the 21st century is far too often frighteningly similar to what is described 
here!


 i. Rather than seeing value in  trusting God while walking through difficulties, often people are encouraged to “rebuke the devil” or are ridiculed for a “lack of faith.” -  then we wonder why so many Christians lack character!

Rom 5:3-4  “...tribulation brings about perseverance;  (4)  and perseverance, proven character...”


 ii. Many in the American church follow virtually every fad and marketing effort that comes down the pipe because, like the Laodiceans, they are spiritually blind!


 III. Lukewarmness: Not Necessarily Fatal 

 (19) “'Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent.  (20)  'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.  (21)  'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.  (22)  'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'”


 1. Practically speaking, and based on verse 19, they accomplish the sacrifice of themselves and their self-sufficiency by repenting and rekindling their zeal!


Illus:
So often we lose sight of the importance, value and benefit of simple repentance!


 2. Verse 19 which says:  “'Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline...” should be an encouragement to them in the midst of this rebuke.


(1) He tells them He is reproving them because He loves them, a principle consistent with the entirety of scripture.

Pro 3:12  “For whom the LORD loves He reproves, Even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights.”

Heb 12:6  “FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES...”


(2) Rather than just ignoring them and allowing them to destroy themselves, the Lord proved His love for them by sending them this message!


 3. Verse 20 which says “...'Behold, I stand at the door and knock...” is directed at individuals within the church at Laodicea.


(1) Most often we refer to this passage as Jesus standing at the door of the hearts of those who don't know Him.

Joh 6:44  “'No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.'”


(2) Yet the context shows us He is speaking to those who do know Him, and are in the midst of a church in crisis.


 4. Verse 20 also has a wonderful promise:  “...if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.”


(1) Though the church as a whole may fall away, an opportunity remains for individuals within the church.


(2) All that is required is to respond to His voice by opening the door and letting Him in!


(3) He then promises to share an intimate relationship with those who will do so.


Illus:
The greatest thing we gain when we come to Christ is an intimate, personal relationship with the creator of the universe!


 5. He tells them in verse 21 He will also grant the opportunity to share in the authority His Father has shared with Him, to those who, through repentance and dependence on Him, succeed in the same way He did!


 6. Once again, verse 22 tell us these things apply to more than just Laodicea, perhaps even to us!


Concl:


(1) Is Jesus knocking at the door of your heart today?


(2) Do you need to repent of lukewarmness?
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