January 12, 2008

An Open and Shut Case in Philadelphia

Rev. 3:7-13

Intro:   1.
This morning we continue our series in the book of Revelation.


 2. Since mid-October we have been discussing the specifics of the seven churches mentioned in chapter one and described in detail in chapters 2 and 3.


 3. To review, the churches described in Revelation can be seen from three theological perspectives:

(1) As churches which existed historically at the time of John's writing.

(2) As representative of the types of churches which have existed throughout the history of the church and continue to be represented today.

(3) As stages of the churches' development over the centuries, a view which in my opinion is more difficult to support.


 4. I believe a combination of the first two of these is the appropriate way to view these churches.


 5. Previously we looked at:


(1) Ephesus - the church who was doctrinally correct but loveless.

(2) Smyrna - the materially poor, spiritually rich church which received no rebuke.

(3) Pergamum - the church which was holding fast to the lord, but excessively tolerant of heretical teaching, thus needed to repent.

(4) Thyatira - a growing, maturing church which was tolerating an heretical teacher.


 6. Last week we considered: Sardis - a materially wealthy church, reputed to be spiritually alive, which was dead.


 7. This week we move on to:


An Open and Shut Case in Philadelphia

Rev. 3:7-13


I. I Know You  vv.  7-8

II. I Know Them  vv. 9-10

III. I'll Be Back Shortly  vv.  11-13


 I. I Know You 

Rev 3:7-8  "'And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens, says this:  (8)  'I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name.”'” 


 1. There are several things we can observe about the city of Philadelphia from a secular standpoint.
 


(1) It was noted for being financially prosperous, partially because it was strategically located and partially for grapes which were grown there.

(2) It was in a region of volcanoes and hot springs which was prone to earthquakes, a significant one of which occurred in AD 17.


(3) It was a center of worship for the Greek god of wine and fertility named Dionysos
 but there were a number of other temples to false gods present as well.


 2. The three things stated about the individual speaking here serve to identify Him specifically and declare His deity with out question.


(1) The term “holy” used in verse 7 identifies the one sending the message as deity - as God.
  

(2) The Greek word translated “true” is rarely used of people and declares the author of this message's complete reliability.



(3) The “key of David” spoken of here can be none other than Jesus, who is the heir to the throne of David in the kingdom of God, who's kingdom will never end.


 3. The concept of opening or shutting can be seen correctly from several perspectives.


(1) It is He who decides entrance into the kingdom of heaven and no one can successfully oppose His will when it is decided.

Joh 14:6  “Jesus *said...'I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.'”


(2) Opening and shutting also has to do with how now by His Spirit, He opens the Scriptures, which are shut to a natural man just as he did in his own personal ministry when here on earth.



(3) It is also wholly appropriate to see the sovereignty of God revealed here as He directly involves Himself in lives of His people and all of creation as illustrated by His statement in verse 8:  “... Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut...”

 4. Verse 8 is an encouragement to the believers in Philadelphia in three ways:


(1) It reminds them that their efforts in spreading the kingdom have not gone unnoticed: “I. know your deeds.”


 i. You “...have kept My word..” walking in obedience.

 ii. You “...have not denied My name.” in the midst of extreme secular, financial and idolatrous influence – please note this was an affluent community.


 iii. He acknowledges the genuineness of their power, even though it be seen as “little” – you have a little power” – they were not powerless! 


(2) As just stated, He assures them of His leading, referring to an opportunity with which He has presented them {an open door} which no one can take away! 

(8) “...Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut...”

 II. I Know Them


(9)  “'Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie--I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and make them know that I have loved you.  (10) 'Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.'”


 1. This church is like the one in Smyrna in chapter 2 in three significant ways.


(1) They receive no rebuke from the Lord – one of only two of the seven churches in this category.


(2) The battles they are fighting are not against heresy within, but persecution from without.


(3) They are contending with the same group of Jews identified as the synagogue of Satan.


 2. As we discussed in conjunction with the church at Smyrna, 'those of the synagogue of Satan?' are those who are Jews by birth only and not true Jews from the heart.

Rom 2:28-29  “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.  (29)  But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.”


 3. The declaration in verse 9 that these Jews will “...come and bow down at your feet and...know that I have loved you...”,  is a reminder by Jesus to the church that everyone, including these Jews who are persecuting them, must bow to the authority of Christ as manifest in His church, for “'...there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.'”  (Act 4:12)

 4. “...the word of My perseverance...” which they are commended for keeping in verse 10 is His command to endure patiently the trials, persecutions and difficulties they were facing.

 5. According to the Greek, in promising to keep them from the hour of testing Jesus is not necessarily promising to keep them from going through testing, but could be promising to help them to endure the testing.

 6. “...the hour of testing...” referred to in verse 10 is seen as representing two different possible events


(1) Some see it as a reference to the great tribulation which precedes Christ's second coming.


(2) Some see it as a reference to “persecution under Trajan which was greater and more extensive than the preceding ones under Nero and Domitian.”



 7. It seems to me this statement is more one of concept and principle rather than speaking of just one particular event, thus those two events – and more – can be included!


Illus:
Concept of singular meaning yet multiple fulfillment.


 III. I'll Be Back Shortly


“(11)  'I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown.  (12)  'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name.  (13)  'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'”


 1. The statement “I am coming quickly” in verse 11 is speaking of His imminent return.


Illus:
My sig line on e-mail.


 2. Jesus reminded the church at Philadelphia He was coming quickly to encourage them to hang on through the trials!

 3. He then tells them directly to “hold fast what you have”


(1) He had just commended them for their perseverance.


(2) Here he admonishes them to continue, to not give up, to not turn back.


(3) He acknowledged good things they were doing, and having done so, now encourages them to continue.

Gal 6:9  “Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.”

2Th 3:13  “But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary of doing good.”


Illus:
Mention encouragement I received recently from articles about discipleship in the recent “Enrichment.” 


 4. He speaks in verse 11 of someone taking away their crown.


(1) This may seem contrary to the declaration by Paul in Rom 8:35-39:  Reference next page:

“Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?...(37)  ...in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  (38)  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  (39)  nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”


(2) Upon closer examination, however, the one thing missing in Paul's list is the individual's will!


(3) The church at Philadelphia is cautioned against being convinced by others to turn from Christ, thus giving up their crown themselves, essentially allowing the one who convinced them to take it!

Joh 10:27-28  “'My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  (28)  and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand'”


(4) We are eternally secure in Christ, as long as we stay in Christ!


(5) Here again, however, the reality that we can walk away from Him is clearly identified as a genuine possibility!


 5. The idea of being a “pillar in the temple of  My God” is not the kind of  pillar which supports the building


(1) What is being referred to here is along the lines of a memorial, thus they and we are promised recognition for persevering and overcoming.


(2) As such this qualifies as a reward which should motivate them and us to press on!


Illus:
How many times have we heard or said “I read the end of the book and we win!”


 6. Four other rewards are promised here as well:


(1) The phrase which says he “will not go out from it anymore” - declares those who overcome will forevermore be in the presence of God.


Illus:
In the chorus Beautiful Savior the final stanza declares this:

“I long to be where the praise is never ending, yearn to dwell where the glory never fades, where countless worshipers, will share one song and cries of “worthy” will honor the lamb”  


(2) The name of God written upon him speaks of God's ownership and possession, thus His provision and protection.


Illus:
Far too many today are expecting, claiming, and errantly believing for God's provision and protection when they are unwilling to acknowledge and yield to His ownership and possession! 


(3) The name of the city of God speaks of our citizenship in the kingdom of God, not just future, but here and now!


(4) “My new name” speaks of the completion of our transformation into the image of God's Son!


 7. Finally this morning, once again we see clearly that what is told to the church at Philadelphia applies to more than just them:  “(13)  'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'”


Concl:


(1) Does the Lord know you, or are you in danger of standing before Him, hearing Him say “depart from Me, I never knew you!” (Mat 7:23)?


(2) Are you aware and trusting today that the Lord knows and will deal with those who oppose you?


(3) Are you expecting the imminent return of the Lord, looking forward to the rewards He will bring rather than looking to what rewards you can have here and now?
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