February 15, 2008

The Seven Sealed Book

Rev. 5:1-14

Intro:   1.
After a brief side-step last week, we are continuing our series through the book of Revelation.


 2. To this point in time we have seen the vision of the glorified Christ, His declarations to the seven churches – historically existent at the time of John's writing and representative of churches throughout the ages – and last time we saw a description of the throne of God.

 3. Before we move on I have to make a minor correction to something from last time we were in this series two weeks ago, which, while I mentioned it last week, seemed important to make it again this week in the context of our time in Revelation.


(1) I had made the statement about an interesting observation made by one commentator that from this point forward, the word “church” does not appear in any of the remainder of this book!


(2) While that is technically correct, the word “churches” does apear in Rev. 22:16.


 4. We now progress to the point in the book where an expression of what will take place at the end of time is communicated in symbolic and poetic form.

 5. This week we look at:

The Seven Sealed Book

Rev. 5:1-14

I.  Unapproachable Book

II.  Unstoppable Savior

III.  Unrestrained Worship

 I. Unapproachable Book

Rev 5:1-4  “I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals.  (2)  And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, 'Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?'  (3)  And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to look into it.  (4)  Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it;”


 1. The "right hand” in this culture was the hand of honor, thus this book must be perceived as having great value and importance because the One sitting on the throne is holding this book in His right hand.


(1) Keep in mind, the One sitting on the throne is no ordinary king, but is God Himself, seated on the throne of the universe as we've seen in chapter 4.


(2) As such, the value and importance of the book is already elevated because of the one holding it, it is increased even more by His holding it in the hand of honor! 

 2. The description of the book being “written inside and on the back” tells us the book was as full as possible.


(1) This was not a book such as you and I know it with a binding, front and back cover and individual pages.


(2) Rather, it was a scroll made of “sheets of papyrus – a thick paper-like material produced from the ...papyrus plant”
 – joined edge to edge until the length required for the book was reached.”



(3) It would be rolled up so there would be an inside, where the writing would typically be, and an outside which would simply be the back of the papyrus.


(4) While the back side of the papyrus was usable for writing, it typically was not.


 3. Based on the the seals being removed one by one in chapter 6, each seal must have somehow prevented a section of the scroll from being opened, so that as one seal was broken, a portion of the scroll would be readable.


 4. A “strong angel” speaks in verse 2.


(1) Whether the term indicates his rank as being of great authority, or simply refers to his voice which enabled him to widely proclaim his message is unclear.


(2) Specifically who this angel was is not stated and speculation is unfounded and unnecessary,  all we need to know is what is provided: he was as “strong angel!”


(3) The purpose of his proclamation was to locate and identify whoever could open the seals and read the book. 


 5. The description in verse 3, reveals the extensiveness of the search conducted for someone qualified to open the seals:


(1) No one in all of heaven among the angels or glorified men. 


(2) No one on the earth in all of living mankind.


(3) No one under the earth, neither demons nor souls of the evil departed.


(4) All of creation was searched and none was found worthy to open the seals!


 6. In verse 4, John begins to weep because of the unavailability of anyone to open the seals and read the book .


(1) Having been promised to see "what is to come" it now appears that not a single soul in all of creation is able to provide him the insight he needs. 

(2) John is experiencing the anguish of having a promise from God, which He fully believes to be true,  yet, based on circumstances, seems there is no way for it to come to pass!


(3) No one in all creation seems to be able to see into what God's plan is for the future of mankind, until...


 II. Unstoppable Savior  

 (5)  “and one of the elders *said to me, 'Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals.'  (6)  And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.  (7)  And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.” 


 1. Jesus of Nazareth is uniquely qualified to fit the description given by the elder in vs. 5.


(1) The lion was the symbol of the tribe of Judah, and Jesus was descended from Judah through His mother, thus, in fulfillment of Gen. 49:10, is identified and steps forward to fulfill His God-ordained destiny!

Gen 49:9-10  “'Judah is a lion's whelp; From the prey, my son, you have gone up. He couches, he lies down as a lion, And as a lion, who dares rouse him up?  (10)  'The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.'”


(2) While descended from David, he is also the Root of David as it is He who brought David into being!

Joh 1:3  “All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being”


(3) Being the creator Himself, He is not part of the creation which was searched for one who could open the book!


(4) Having been born of a woman, He alone has “overcome” all temptation to sin.

Heb 4:15  “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.”


 2. John's visual perception of Jesus in verse 6 differ from what was told to him in verse 5.


(1) In verse 5 the angel refers to Jesus as a lion, the image being that of a  mighty, powerful, conquering, majestic beast!


(2) In verse 6, however, John sees Him as a defenseless, weak lamb!


 3. This description in nonetheless accurate as a lamb is the typical sacrifice for sin and Jesus was sacrificed for all the sin of mankind as “...the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (Joh 1:29)

(1) Note, however, that this slain lamb is standing!


(2) Having been slain – bearing the marks to prove it – He now stands alive, risen from the dead!


 4. The seven horns represent authority, thus, seven – being the number of perfection or completion – indicates complete or perfect authority.

MAT 28:18 “...Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, 'All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.'” (italics mine)


 5. The “...seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God...” 


(1) As we stated earlier in our study, this phrase – seven Spirits of God – figuratively represents the Holy Spirit.


(2) The seven eyes reveal His omniscience – His complete and full knowledge of all there is to know.


(3) Included in the implications here is also the complete possession of Him by the Spirit of God.

Joh 1:32-33  “John testified saying, 'I have seen the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him.  (33)  'I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in water said to me, 'He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.'”


 6. As this Unstoppable Savior steps forward to open the Unapproachable Book, He provokes...


 III. Unrestrained Worship

 (8)  “When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  (9) And they *sang a new song, saying, 'Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  (10) 'You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth.'  (11) Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands,  (12)  saying with a loud voice, 'Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.'  (13)  And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, 'To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever.'  (14)  And the four living creatures kept saying, 'Amen.' And the elders fell down and worshiped.”


 1. When Jesus steps up and takes the book, the loftiest of creatures in heaven – the four living creatures and the elders – bow in worship!


(1) Their actions confirm the deity of Jesus Christ.


(2) If He were not God would never worship Him!

 2. In their worship, verse 9 says they sing a new song, one which “... could not be sung until the Lamb had taken the book.”



 3. Verse 9 tells us Jesus has purchased all men everywhere with His blood.


(1) He makes no distinction by “tribe” – within Israel.


(2) He makes no distinction based on “tongue” – language group 


(3) He makes no distinction according to “people” – Israel as opposed to gentiles 


(4) He makes no distinction by nation – including all the various gentiles.

Rom 10:11-13  “For the Scripture says, 'WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.'  (12)  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him;  (13)  for 'WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.'”

Joh 1:12  “...as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name...” 


 4. Verse 10 communicates a wonderful, twofold promise as we who have been redeemed by Jesus' blood are referred to:


(1) As a kingdom under His perfect and complete authority, reigning upon the earth over all those He would place under us!


(2) As priest to God, we have been given full and free access to Him.


 5. “Myriads” – tens of thousands – “thousands of thousands” – an innumerable multitude – join with the living creatures and elders in worship in verse 11!


 6. Their worship is described for us in verse 12:


(1) Note, first of all, that this is not a quiet, solemn, somber time, they were “...saying with a loud voice...”


(2) They declare: “'Worthy is the Lamb that was slain...” – none other than Jesus qualifies.


(3) Because of what He has done, He deserves, as their worship continues,  “...to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.'”


Illus:
Can you see how our times of worhsip here and now are merely practice for eternity!


 7. We see in verse 13 that all of creation – from angels, to men and every created thing – is involved in this worship service!

Php 2:10-11  “...at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  (11)  and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”


 8. The elders and living creatures from the throne room, as seen in vs 14, concur with the actions of creation, declaring “Amen – so be it; this is true worship”!!


(1) They fell down – first to their knees, then prostrating themselves with their foreheads on the ground!


(2) They joined in the worship of Jesus by all of creation, participating in the fullest, being an example of what worship should be!


Illus:
How often do the “elders” – the established, long standing members – of the church provide an accurate example by actively participating in the worship of our God!  


Concl:



(1) Have you had a promise from God which at this point seems impossible to be fulfilled?


(2) Do you know this Unstoppable Savior today, the One who can provide all you need, see into your future, and guarantee God's goodness toward you?


(3) Are you actively involved in worship of the only One who deserves it?
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