April 25, 2008

Seal Five

Rev. 6:9-17

Intro:
1.  We are continuing our series in the book of Revelation.

2.
To this point in time we have seen


· the vision of the glorified Christ, 

· His declarations to the seven churches which existed historically at the time of John's writing and are representative of churches throughout the ages

· a description of the throne of God, 

· and most recently, a book sealed with seven seals.

3.
We have come to the point in this book where the things which will take place at the end of time are presented to the Apostle John on the Isle of Patmos through various symbols and images.

4.
After an overview of end time theology to provide some context, last time we looked at the first four of the seven seals.

5.
This morning, we are going to look at:

Seals Five

Rev. 6:9-17

I. The Heaven Revealed Seal  vv. 9-11

 I. The Heaven Revealed Seal 

Rev 6:9-11  “When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained;  (10)  and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, 'How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?'  (11)  And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would be completed also.”


 1. Some of the things we had seen in the first four seals are distinctly absent when we come to the fifth seal.


(1) No voice from one of the four creatures announcing the events brought about by the breaking of the seal..


(2) There is no horse and rider arriving on the scene to usher in the vision.


(3) The events described by this seal take place in heaven as opposed to on the earth.


(4) No specific judgment pronounced, rather justification is given for the judgments which have taken place and will yet take place!


 2. What John says, indicates he is not seeing with natural sight, as souls are not visible to human eyes,
 but only either perceived spiritually or revealed supernaturally.


 3. In these verses we have are given an insight into what happens when someone dies.



(1) They were slain on the earth – their bodies were dead, yet their souls lived on.


(2) They were in the presence of the Lord
 as Paul states:

2Co 5:8  “...we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.”


(3) These souls did not cease to exist, as some say, but continued to live after their earthly death.


(4) Neither are they unconscious or asleep until the resurrection comes as is held by some.


(5) These individuals lives continued from their time on earth as is seen by three things: 

 i. Their recollection of what had happened.


 ii. Their awareness of what was taking place.


 iii. And their expressed desire for their unjust deaths being avenged by God.


 4. Those John sees were martyred for faith in Christ.


(1) I had previously been under the impression that these were martyred in connection with the persecution taking place during the tribulation, perhaps based on verse 11 “their fellow servants.”


(2) There does not, however, appear to be any strong support for that supposition.


(3) It is clear they were killed “because of the word of God and because of the testimony which they had maintained.”


 i. Note that these are the same two reasons given in 1:9 as to why John was now on the Isle of Patmos!


 ii. It was because of their belief in the word of God – Jesus, the Messiah – and their public declaration of faith in Him – their testimony – that they were put to death.


 iii.  Not only did they have this testimony, but they held it (KJV/NKJV), they maintained it (NAS) to the cost of their very lives on earth! 


 5. The location of these "souls" is significant because it speaks of their being covered by the sacrifice of Christ.


(1) It is only because of His sacrifice on their behalf that their lives and subsequent deaths were worthy of note and acceptable to God
.


(2) Their location also speaks of being brought to a place of safety, security, honor and rest (vs. 11).


 6. The martyrs cry out  in verse 10 for God to bring judgment on those who killed them.


(1) The request of the martyrs is wholly appropriate as they are not calling for undeserved vengeance, but true justice based on God's character.


 i. They acknowledge His holiness by which He could not allow such evil to go unpunished.


 ii. They also speak of His truth, knowing He has declared judgment to come on such unrighteous acts!


(2) They ask Him “how long,” seeking to know the extent of the delay, perhaps feeling as though He was being slow about bringing the justice which was due.
 


(3) They also identify their accurate understanding of what needs to take place at His hand, not theirs!


 i. Their unjust deaths for unrighteous cause must be avenged. 


 ii. The reason is not them or their name, but His name!


 iii. He has promised to care for those who trust in Him, to bring about justice for them, to avenge wrongs done to them, thus His name is at stake!

Rom 12:19  “Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, 'VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,' says the Lord.”

Rev 2:3 (addressing the church at Ephesus) “...you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake...”


 7. The Lord responds to the outcry of the martyrs by first giving them white robes.


(1) Notice they were "given" these robes by God, thus they do not come from the martyrs themselves.


(2) These robes represent holiness and righteousness, imparted to these individuals by Christ as opposed to being earned by their own efforts.


(3) They also represent victory, like the white horse in the first seal.


 i. In contrast, the world most likely would see these martyrs as having suffered defeat.


 ii. Some may recognize the victory gained by martyrdom.


 iii. Most, particularly the enemies of Christ, would see their death as a defeat inflicted on the cause of Christ, considering these martyrs “loosers.”!


 8. This passage should be a great source of encouragement for those who follow Christ.


(1) It shows that even if we are called to give our lives in His service, our death will result in victorious rest in His presence.


(2) How much more should we be willing to suffer any loss in service to the Lord!


(3) The unfortunate reality in much of modern day Christianity, however, is a selfish, self-centered, “what's in it for me” focus that causes people to resist such a consideration!


 9. In the end of verse 11, John's primary point is not that God has a “quota” of martyrs to meet, but that His plan involves martyrs and it will not be either hastened or delayed.



(1) On the other hand, God does know exactly how many will ultimately give their lives in the cause of Christ and none will be overlooked by Him.



(2) We, like the martyrs, need to keep in mind that God's timing is always perfect, He's never early and He's never late.


Concl:  

(1) How's your walk?
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