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 End Time Theology – a Quick Overview

Various

Intro:   1.  This morning we are continuing our walk through the book of Revelation, with a bit of a twist.


 2. To this point in time we have seen the vision of the glorified Christ, His declarations to the seven churches – historically existent at the time of John's writing and representative of churches throughout the ages – a description of the throne of God, and a book sealed with seven seals.


 3. We have come to the point where the things which will take place at the end of time are being presented to the Apostle John on the Isle of Patmos through various symbols and images.


 4. Before we proceed to look at the opening of the Seven Sealed Scroll we talked about last week, I believe we need to do a quick overview of end time theology to provide some context.


 I. End Time Theology – a Quick Overview


 1. Let me begin by saying there are various opinions of end time theology in Christianity with varying degrees of validity and legitimate Biblical support.


(1) While I am convinced as to the correctness of the positions taken by the Assemblies of God – available through position papers
 and the basis of this overview – I am willing to recognized other scholarly, biblically supported views and the right of individuals to hold them.


(2) Individuals within this church may even have differing opinions, and as long as you don't make them an issue, thus causing division, we're OK!


(3) I make no claim to be an expert in these matters, and frankly have no desire to be such, but would gladly do my best to answer questions one-on-one if necessary.


(4) Someone once said they believe in the pan version of end time theology:  “It's all going to pan out in the end.  Some will have been right and others will have been wrong, but ultimately it really won't matter!”


 i. I've seen far too many in my lifetime become so consumed with end time theology they lost the real reason were here: to make disciples!


 ii. Frankly, I sometimes think it's a ploy of the enemy of our souls, used to bring division and strife in the church and to keep us from being effective in the work of the Kingdom!


 iii. More important than questions of “how are things going to transpire” is the question “Lord, what do you have for me to do right now!”


(5) One author concluded a book on the various end time theological options saying:  “...we must not lose sight of the great basic truth on which we all agree:  the Lord is returning.  We must make this central  We would do well to heed the often repeated words...In essential unity, in doubtful matters liberty, in all things [love].”



 2. The first item we need to look at this morning is the imminence of the return of Jesus.


(1) By “imminence”, we mean that He could return at any moment.


(2) “The New Testament Epistles refer often to the Second Coming, and the theme of imminence runs through all the passages of Scripture dealing with this subject.”



(3) “...the whole body of teaching concerning the return of the Lord emphasizes that it will happen suddenly without warning; that believers should be in a state of continual readiness...”


Heb 10:37  “FOR YET IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME, AND WILL NOT DELAY.”

Jas 5:8  “You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.”

Rev 22:10  “And he *said to me, 'Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near.'”
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(4) “Believers in the early days of the Church lived in this state of expectancy...”
 as can be seen in many of Paul's letters.

1Co 15:51-52  “Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed,  (52) in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.”


(5) Skeptics will challenge our position here, but that just makes it even more certain as Peter tells us:

2Pe 3:3-4, 8-9  “...in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,  (4)  and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation."...(8)  But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.  (9)  The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”


 3. The next major prophetic thing to happen chronologically is the rapture of the church.


(1) While the term “rapture” is not in the scriptures, the concept is clearly there.


(2) In fact, it “...has been used so widely that one of the definitions of 'rapture' in Webster's Third New International Dictionary Unabridged is: 'Christ's raising up of His true church and its members to a realm above the earth where the whole company will enjoy celestial bliss with its Lord.'”



(3) The scriptural basis for this concept is 1The 4:16-18

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  (17)  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  (18)  Therefore comfort one another with these words.”


(4) Jesus alluded to this event when He spoke of one being taken and another being left behind:

Mat 24:36-44  'But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.  (37)  'For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. (38)  'For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  (39)  and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.  (40)  'Then there will be two men in the field; one will be taken and one will be left.  (41)  'Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one will be left.  (42)  'Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming.'”


 i. Note that this passage also supports the concept of His imminent return we just talked about.


(5) The rapture comes before the revelation of the Antichrist or the beginning of the next item in our list.


 4. The Great Tribulation.


(1) This is a seven year time period, often seen as divided two separate 3 ½ year events, during which God will pour out incredible judgments on the earth in the hope of causing people – specifically the Jews – to repent and turn to Him.


(2) The statement is rightly made:  “Although God's people may endure severe trials before the Lord comes, the Church will be raptured before the period called the Great Tribulation.”
 


(3) “In 2 Thessalonians 2 Paul indicated certain things must take place before the Day of the Lord  can begin (of which the Great Tribulation is a part). 


 i. An individual called the man of sin (Antichrist) will appear... 


 ii. Only when the Church is removed from earth by the Rapture can this man come forward publicly.”

(4) “Christians are told repeatedly in the New Testament to be watchful for the Lord's appearing. 


 i. “Never are [we] taught to watch for the Great Tribulation or the appearance of Antichrist. 


 ii. To expect that such things must happen before the Rapture destroys the teaching of imminence with which the New Testament is replete.”
 


(5) “In 1 Thessalonians 5, following the passage on the Rapture in chapter 4, Paul taught about the Day of the Lord. 


 i. “He warned of the destruction it will bring to the wicked (vv. 2, 3) [and] was quick to assure Christians that those who abide in Christ will not be overtaken by it (v. 4).


 ii. “Still speaking of the Day of the Lord Paul wrote: [1Th 5:9  “For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ”].


 iii. “It seems clear that he meant the deliverance of believers from the judgments of the Day of the Lord, including the Great Tribulation.”
 which would come after the church has been raptured.


(6) I believe the opening of the seven seals as described in Revelation 6, which we will be looking at next, takes place during the tribulation as do subsequent events in the book of Revelation. 


 5. The Millennium


(1) Briefly defined, this is the one thousand year period which begins with Christ's visible return with His saints, during which He and they will reign on the earth following the Great Tribulation.

Mat 24:27, 30  “'For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man be....(30)  'And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory.'”

Act 1:9-11  “...after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.  (10)  And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them.  (11)  They also said, 'Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.'”

Rev 19:11-14  “...I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  (12)  His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  (13)  He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. (14)  And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.”

Rev 20:1-6  “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand.  (2)  And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years;  (3)  and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.  (4)  Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.  (5)  The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection.  (6)  Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.”


(2) We will obviously discuss this matter at greater length when we get to Revelation chapter 20, but I felt it necessary to point to it during this overview. 


 6. Final judgment, also known as the great white throne judgment


(1) “There will be a final judgment in which the wicked dead will be raised and judged according to their works. [Whoever] is not found written in the Book of Life, together with the devil and his angels, the beast and the false prophet, will be consigned to the everlasting punishment in the lake which [burns] with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”


Rev 20:11-15  “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.  (12)  And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.  (13)  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.  (14)  Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  (15)  And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”


(2) As with the millennium, we will discuss this matter at greater length when we get to Revelation chapter 20. 


 7. New Heaven and New Earth


(1) 2Pe 3:13  “...according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.”


(2) Here again, we will discuss this at length when we get to Revelation 21 & 22.


Concl:
 Altar call:  Jesus is coming back.  Are you ready?
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