July 18, 2008

The Seventh Seal, etc.

Rev. 8:1-13

Intro:   1.
This morning we return once again to our series in the book of Revelation.


 2. To this point in time we have seen:


(1) the vision of the glorified Christ, 

(2) His declarations to the seven churches which existed at the time of John's writing and are representative of churches throughout the ages

(3) a description of the throne of God, 

(4) a book sealed with seven seals.

(5) an overview of end-time theology to provide some context

(6) a description of six of the seven seals revealing various judgments from God.

(7) a different kind of "seal;" one of a positive nature identifying the 144,000 bond-servants of God in Israel, 12,000 from each tribe.

(8) and as of our last message in this series, we saw a vast multitude of More Than You Can Count from every tribe, every tongue and every nation in the presence of God.

(9) Each of these previous messages, along with the notes for them, are once again available on our web site, thanks to the diligent efforts of our webmaster, John Lewis.


 3. We are at the point in this book where the things which will take place at the end of time are presented to the Apostle John on the Isle of Patmos through various images and symbols.


 4. Today we arrive at the last of the Seven seals and begin to look at the next series of symbols, the seven trumpets.


 I. Seal Number Seven

Rev 8:1-5  “When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.  (2)  And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.  (3)  Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne.  (4)  And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's hand.  (5)  Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake.” 


 1. As we have observed throughout, Jesus is “the Lamb” who broke each of the seals which were on the scroll we discussed in chapter 5.


 2. When He broke the seventh seal there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.


(1) Some see a connection between this event and the silent prayers of the people in the Old Testament while incense was being offered on the altar.

(2) Others see it merely as a reflecting a sense of awe in the presence of God in solemn anticipation of the judgment that was to come.



(3) John says it was “about half an hour.”


 i. He does not seem to be giving an exact length of time.


 ii. It must have been a relatively short period of time, but under the circumstances time it may have seemed to be a longer than it was!


Illus:
Silence has an interesting way of seeming a great deal longer than it really is!


(4) One thing we can see is the stark contrast this silence has with the jubilant celebration which just took place in heaven among the multitude and all the heavenly beings in 7:9-12! 


 3. The seven angels mentioned in verse 2 “who stand before God”, apparently based on the Greek, are seven specific angels. 


(1) These seven angels seem to occupy a special place of honor, authority and responsibility.


(2) Some draw on an apocryphal book known as Tobit to identify these seven angels, but I'm uncomfortable with ever using such a text for such a purpose.



(3) John is not given their specific identities and regardless who they are, they are each given one of seven trumpets of judgment from God.


 4. It seems significant to me that the prayers of the saints are recorded as taking place in verses 3-4, preceding the judgment of God as manifest in the trumpets.


(1) In verse 3 yet another angel is mentioned by John.


(2) He takes incense and adds it to the prayers of the saints – the people of God – showing the unity between men and angels in these matters.



(3) The golden altar on which the incense was offered, had it's symbolic counterpart in the tabernacle
 and was the proper place of intercession and worship.


(4) There are those who see the prayers of the saints as calling on God against His wrath being poured out
, yet I am reminded of the cry which went up before Him from the martyrs in 6:10 where “...they cried out with a loud voice, saying, 'How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?'”


 5. Verse 5 shows us plainly that the judgments which will take place come from God as evidenced by the fire coming from the altar in His presence.


(1) As the angel throws fire from the altar to the earth there are devastating results.


(2) The effectiveness of the prayers of the saints is revealed as they were offered on the very same altar from which the angel takes the fire.


 i. Here again, we could see them having the effect of God being merciful – which we'll observe in a moment.


 ii. On the other hand, the argument could well be made that they were effective as God responds by pouring out His judgment in the trumpets!


(3) As the fire is taken from the altar and thrown to earth by the angel, thunder, lightning and an earthquake of a supernatural magnitude occur as a direct result.


 II. Trumpet One  vv. 6-7

 “And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound them.  (7)  The first sounded, and there came hail and fire, mixed with blood, and they were thrown to the earth; and a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.”


 1. The way has been made ready and now the angels prepared to sound their trumpets.


(1) What preparation  was necessary on their part is unclear and unstated.


(2)  Perhaps they arranged themselves in proper order,
 or perhaps each raised the trumpet to their lips, awaiting the command to blow!


Illus:
Ever seen a horn player prepare to blow??


 2. The description in verse 7 of hail and fire at the sound of the first angel's trumpet is reminiscent of the plagues of Egypt:  

Exo 9:23-24  “Moses stretched out his staff toward the sky, and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the earth. And the LORD rained hail on the land of Egypt.  (24)  So there was hail, and fire flashing continually in the midst of the hail, very severe, such as had not been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation.”


 3. The phrase "mixed with blood" in verse 7 most likely is speaking of the shedding of blood that would result from the destruction being described.


 4. As observed a moment ago, the mercy of God, even in the midst of  the judgment being poured out, is evident as only one third of the trees and grass were affected.

(1) Certainly that is a significant amount of damage which would be devastating to the entire earth's ecosystem.


(2) The point is, however, that God did not order the angel to destroy all, which He certainly could  have done!


Illus:
God's efforts, even in judgment, are always redemptive, always designed to give people an opportunity to repent, right up to the time an individual stands before Him for final judgment. 


 III. Trumpet Two  vv. 8-9

“The second angel sounded, and something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea; and a third of the sea became blood,  (9)  and a third of the creatures which were in the sea and had life, died; and a third of the ships were destroyed.”


 1.  “Something like a great mountain burning with fire...” was thrown into the sea, not necessarily a literal “great mountain.” 


(1) As throughout the book, John is using the best language he can to describe what he saw.


(2) Exactly what this “great mountain” or some of the other objects he refers to were cannot be defined with absolute certainty.


 2. Once again God's mercy is revealed here as only one third of the items described are involved.


 3. Beyond the obvious statement that this was done by an angel, the evidence reveals the hand of God as opposed to a natural occurrence.


(1) One third of the sea became blood.


 i. The text does not say like blood, but simply blood!


 ii. It also doesn't say it was filled with or mixed with, but the verbiage points to a transformation where the water became blood!


 iii. This occurrence is reminiscent of one of the plagues against Egypt as recorded in Exo 7:20-21  

“So Moses and Aaron did even as the LORD had commanded. And he lifted up the staff and struck the water that was in the Nile, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants, and all the water that was in the Nile was turned to blood.  (21)  The fish that were in the Nile died, and the Nile became foul, so that the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile. And the blood was through all the land of Egypt.”


(2) Here in Revelation, not only those creatures in the water died, which would be expected based on the chemical change of the water to blood, but one third of the ships – again indicative of God's mercy – were destroyed!


 IV. Trumpet Three  vv. 10-11

 “The third angel sounded, and a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of waters.  (11)  The name of the star is called Wormwood; and a third of the waters became wormwood, and many men died from the waters, because they were made bitter.


 1. This “great star” that fell from heaven, whatever it actually is,  here affects the drinking water supply.


(1) Considering the dispersed nature of the rivers and springs, a single impact could hardly accomplish this by natural consequences.


(2)  The hand of God is the only explanation for such a wide ranging effect.


(3) Unlike the sea in the previous trumpet, the fresh water supply is not integrally connected! 


 2. Wormwood, which is used to describe this star, is a plant that has become symbolic of bitterness because of the oil extracted from it,.


(1) The name of this star appears to come from the effect it has rather than being one which was known before.


(2) It does not appear they had seen this star named “wormwood” in the sky and now no longer see it there!


 3. Based on the outcome of men dying from this water, one third  of the drinking water of the earth was made more than simply bitter, but poisonousness to human consumption!


(1) Apparently the plant known as Wormwood is not itself poisonous.



(2) Consequently, John may have been simply have been referring to the bitterness as representative of the poisonousness.


 V. Trumpet Four  vv. 12-13

“The fourth angel sounded, and a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were struck, so that a third of them would be darkened and the day would not shine for a third of it, and the night in the same way.  (13)  Then I looked, and I heard an eagle flying in midheaven, saying with a loud voice, 'Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!'”


 1. In verse 12, one third of all light is taken away!! 


(1) Again we see this percentage of effect, again revealing God's mercy.


(2) Here we have a divine judgment of galactic, perhaps universal proportion!

(3) God had spoken and light was, now He has declared it and one third of the light ceased to be!


 2. The eagle or vulture, as a bird of prey, “is often a sign of disaster.”



 3. Its flying in “midheaven” refers to it being at the highest point in the sky, directly overhead like the noonday sun, thus obvious to all who would look up and from which it would have the greatest vantage point both visually and audibly! 


 4. The three woe's it declares correspond with the next three trumpets and indicate that what is coming is worse that what has come to pass already!


Concl: 

(1) The times we are seeing described in the book of Revelation are perilous beyond anything mankind has ever seen.


(2) Yet as we have seen, there is rejoicing in the presence of God by the people of God during the devastation on the earth.


(3) The New Testament is full of references to the “last days,” of which, in my opinion, we are now in the last moments, perhaps the final seconds!


(4) If you don't know Jesus Christ, don't miss this opportunity this morning to surrender your life to Him!
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