August 8, 2008

Woe Trumpets!!

Rev. 9:1-21

Intro:   1. This morning we return once again to our series in the book of Revelation.


 2. To this point in time we have seen:


(1) the vision of the glorified Christ, 

(2) )His declarations to the seven churches which existed at the time of John's writing and are representative of churches throughout the ages

(3) a description of the throne of God, 

(4) a book sealed with seven seals.

(5) an overview of end-time theology to provide some context

(6) a description of six of the seven seals revealing various judgments from God.

(7) a different kind of "seal;" one of a positive nature identifying the 144,000 bond-servants of God in Israel, 12,000 from each tribe.

(8) we saw a vast multitude of More Than You Can Count from every tribe, every tongue and every nation in the presence of God.

(9)  Each of these previous messages, along with the notes for them, are once again available on our web site, thanks to the diligent efforts of our webmaster, John Lewis who tells me that all our audio is now functional!


 3. At the point in history being addressed by our current text, the church has been raptured and the Great Tribulation has begun.

 4. The last time we were in this series, a couple weeks ago,  we saw the last of seven seals broken, resulting in the first four of seven trumpets being blown and their corresponding judgments poured out


 5. Today we come to the last three of the seven trumpets, referred to as:


Woe Trumpets!!

Rev. 9:1-21


 I. Woe Number One   Rev 9:1-12


 1. The “star from heaven” mentioned here in the opening of this passage is different from the ones we have seen in the previous trumpets in two important ways.


(1) First of all, unlike the previous objects which John observed in the process of falling, this one had already fallen as is indicated by the Greek.



(2) Of greater significance, however, it is referred to as “him,” indicating a person rather than an inanimate object.

 2. That leads us to the question “Who is this 'star'”?


(1) Some say Satan


(2) Some say Nero


(3) Some say an evil spirit or fallen angel


(4) Some say Jesus, with the word “fallen” better understood as descended,
 an option with which I have the greatest issue out of all the possible explanations.


(5) Some say Muhammed and one even says Martin Luther!



(6) Regardless of who this person is, with the scholars so widely divided, we must be careful of being too dogmatic on this occasion, simply taking things as they are presented.



 3. The text says this person is given the key to the bottomless pit.


(1) Fist let's notice God's sovereignty and control here as the key to the bottomless pit was given to the “star”.


(2) The term “key” is not difficult for us to understand as representing that which unlocks or gives access to something that has been secured.


(3) The “bottomless pit” referred to here is elsewhere known as “the abyss”.


 i. It is “...an extremely deep place...” seen by some as deep in the physical earth,
 though it is not specifically stated as such and could well be a spiritual realm.


 ii. The term “...occurs only twice outside the book of Revelation.


(a) “Rom 10:7, simply the abode of the dead;” 


(b) Luk 8:31, the prison for which evil spirits destined. 


 iii. Here as well as elsewhere in the book of Revelation, “...it is a prison in which evil powers are confined and out of which they can at times be let loose. 


 iv.  “It is not the lake of fire...nor is Satan regarded as being cast into this prison forever, but only to be so cast for one thousand years (Rev 20:1-2).”

 4. As the pit is opened, smoke like that from a great furnace pours out to the extent that it obscures the sun!


Illus:
I remember the stories my father told me about the steel mills of Pittsburgh so choking the air that it was dark at mid day!


 5. From out of this smoke, undoubtedly also from the pit, the text tells us locusts come upon the earth. 


(1) The command to the locusts in verse 4a is unusual because they were told to not do what they do by nature, destroy plants!


(2) Whether or not these are literal locusts is uncertain, if so, they are unusual to say the least!


 i. Some have seen them as figuratively representing a vast earthly army. 


 ii. Others see them as demonic forces, which in light of the scriptural references we've considered in conjunction with the pit, seems to be the most likely.


(3) These “locust” are prevented from harming those who have been marked as God's people, evidence of God's ongoing protection of them.


(4) Rather than destroying the plants of the earth, the “locust” are given permission to inflict pain on the rest of mankind.


 i. They were given permission to torment, to afflict like scorpions, causing severe pain and swelling.


(a) According to one source, the sting of a scorpion “...is venomous, producing inflammation and swelling, but is seldom fatal unless treatment of the wound is neglected.”



(b) Another source, however, says there a several varieties of scorpions which are deadly, most of which are in the eastern part of the world!



(c) According to this same article, symptoms of a non-lethal scorpion sting dissipate within 10 to 48 hours.


(d) Obviously the duration of the symptoms here were not representative of the sting of a natural scorpion as they lasted five months!


 ii. In spite of the level of suffering inflicted, as a manifestation of the mercy of God, these creatures were restrained from causing death, permitting yet another opportunity for people to repent and turn to the God who had sent the locust!


(5) In verse 7, the locusts are said to have the “appearance” of horses, as John is using the best descriptive language he can to depict these strange creatures which have been released on mankind!


(6) We can conclude seven things about these creatures based on  the description in verses 7-10:


 i. These are not literal locusts!


 ii. Whatever they are they are unusual creatures!


 iii. There is the possible indication of intelligence based on them having “faces like men”. 


 iv. They are fierce and capable of violence toward flesh, possessing “teeth as lions”.


 v. They are greatly protected and designed for battle.


 vi. They fly as is communicated by there being “sounds of wings”.


 vii.  They are capable of inflicting great injury either from the front – their teeth like lions – or rear – their tales like scorpions!


(7) In comparing them to locusts, it is unusual for them to have a king as natural locusts are not organized as such, but attack randomly and without order!


(8) Their king who is referred to in verse 11 is apparently one in the same with the “star” mentioned earlier, seen by various scholars in the same various ways.


 i. He is referred to as “the angel of the abyss,” pointing to the one who had been given the key in verse 1.


 ii. Here, however, some greater definition is given to his identity by the names used to describe him.


(a) “...his name in Hebrew is Abaddon...”


(i) Abaddon means “...Wound, destruction...[and] designates the abode of unbelievers following death”



(ii) In the New Testament it is found only here in Rev 9:11 where it is used as the proper name of this angel of the abyss.


(b) “... in the Greek he has the name Apollyon...”


(i) This word translates “...to destroy, corrupt.”



(ii) As applied here in Revelation, the term is personified as “The destroyer...”


Reference next page!
Joh 8:44  Jesus told the Pharisees: “'You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning...'”


(iii)   The great destroyer is none other than Satan himself, thus I must conclude this is either him or one of his representatives!


(iv)   Here too is additional support for seeing these creatures as demons as Satan is the ruler of the demonic hordes.

 6. God's sovereign control of the events taking place can again be seen, however, in verses 4 and 5 as the authority and power of these creatures to harm is limited.


Illus:
Beware of falling into the trap of even some well-meaning preachers and teachers who seem to imply the devil is on par with Almighty God!


 7. Verse 6 shows us the level of suffering the people affected must be very severe as they are hoping, even longing to die!


 8. The statement “death flees from them” causes me to wonder why and how?


(1) Is God sovereignly preserving their lives, perhaps even in spite of their best efforts to end them?


(2) Will it be impossible to die – to even take one's own life – to escape this suffering?


(3) Despite their intense suffering, is this yet another manifestation of the mercy of God, preventing their death that the opportunity for repentance might remain?
  

 9. As we come to verse 12 it is anything but encouraging, because as horrible as these things are, they are only the first of three!

“The first woe is past; behold, two woes are still coming after these things.”


Concl:


(1) Do these things frighten you?


(2) If Jesus is the savior and Lord of your life, you need not fear!


(3) If He is not at this moment, you can change that with your next breath, or by coming to this altar and allowing me to help you see how!
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