August 24, 2008

Woe Trumpets!!

Intro:
1.
This morning we return to our study in the book of Revelation after taking a week away to consider what God has done and is doing among us.

2. To date we have seen:


(1) the vision of the glorified Christ, 

(2) His declarations to the seven churches which existed at the time of John's writing and are representative of churches throughout the ages

(3) a description of the throne of God, 

(4) a book sealed with seven seals.

(5) an overview of end-time theology to provide some context

(6) a description of six of the seven seals revealing various judgments from God.

(7) a different kind of 'seal;' one of a positive nature, identifying the 144,000 bond-servants of God in Israel, 12,000 from each tribe.

(8) we saw a vast multitude of More Than You Can Count from every tribe, every tongue and every nation in the presence of God.

(9) Last time we looked at the fifth of seven trumpets, a star which had previously fallen from heaven and led a vast army of locusts from the abyss.

(10)  Each of these previous messages, with the exception of the most recent, along with the notes for them are available on our web site.


3. At this point in the discussion the church has been raptured and those left behind have begun to experience the wrath of God as judgment on a sinful world known as the great tribulation.


4. Contrary to what some might observe, we have seen the grace and mercy of God manifest in His patient, little-bit-at-a-time implementation of judgment.


5. Today we continue looking at the last three of the seven trumpets, referred to as:

Woe Trumpets!!

I.  Woe Number Two  9:13-21


 I. Woe Number Two  Rev 9:13-21


 1. The sixth trumpet of verse 13 is unique in that there was no immediate action, rather a voice came forth.



(1) Each of the previous angels blew and things happened – hail and fire, a great burning mountain, a great star, lights went dark, the bottomless pit opened – without any direct involvement on the part of the one who blew the trumpet.


(2) This angel, however, is directed by a voice to action itself – to release a team of angels.


 2. The source of the voice mentioned in verse 13 is said to be coming from “the four horns of the golden altar which is before God”.


(1)  John does not identify the voice so it is not possible to say definitively to whom the voice belongs.


(2) It has been suggested that it could be the angel who stood at the altar in 8:3-5.



(3) Regardless who it is, since the voice is stated as coming from the altar in the presence of God it is speaking with God's full authority.


 3. The four angels mentioned in verse 14 may have been seen by us before, but according to at least one commentator, it's not likely.
 


(1) Some see a connection between these and those of Rev 7:1 which reads: 

“After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree.”


(2) Others say the location of the angels takes away a possible link between them because in 7:1 they are at the four corners of the earth and here they are at the river Euphrates.


(3) Here again, whether or not they are the same angels has no real bearing on what they do!


 4. If you notice, it says in verse 14 they were “bound,” indicating they had been restrained from acting up to this point, but now were being released to act!


(1) The point is made that these must have been evil or fallen angels – demons – who were prevented by God from acting until He authorized it!


(2) As we have observed on a number of occasions, the sovereignty of God is again revealed in these events; nothing happens in creation without His authorization! 


 5. The statement “the hour and day and month and year” in verse 15 points out how God has a plan and everything is going precisely according to that plan, down to the hour! 


 6. Note also that these four angel were “prepared” just for this specific event, which reflects back on the fact they were “bound” as we observed a moment ago.


 7. The judgment meted out in this trumpet – this second woe – (vs 15) is different from the first woe.


(1) Whereas the previous trumpet brought only torment (vs 5), this one brings death to 1/3 of the world's population.


 i. While 1/3 is a devastating amount,  it is not a majority!


 ii. As we've stated repeatedly up to this point, I again cannot help but see the mercy of God manifest in the majority of mankind being preserved.


 iii. Let us never forget that God is in the redemption and restoration business and He will use every means at His disposal to bring those two goals about!


 iv. As the Creator, destruction of His creation is a last resort to be implemented only when all else fails to cause it to yield to His control!


(2) Also unlike the first woe (vs 4), in this second one there is no indication of God's people being protected from this judgment.


(3) While we cannot say with absolute certainty, it appears that even some of God's people may well have been killed in these events.


 i. Of course, those who were not His people found themselves consigned to an eternity separated from Him.


 ii. Those who knew Him when death came would find themselves in His glorious presence for eternity, frankly a good trade off considering the condition of the world at the time!


(a) While we don't like to think of it, for a believer in Christ the reality, as Paul said, is to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord, and that's a good thing!


(b) Too often we believers today are so attached to the things of this world, place such a high level of importance on them, and frankly have a wrong mind-set, that this truth is unacceptable!


(c) Yet even the Old Testament declared: Psa 116:15  “Precious in the sight of the LORD Is the death of His godly ones.”


(d) While death is not something we should pursue, neither is it something we should fear!


 8. The number given in verse 16 for the “armies of the horsemen” –  two hundred million – is staggering, yet there is no good reason to take it any way but literally.


(1) One author even asserts that this is not the entire army as only the “armies of the horsemen” or cavalry is mentioned.



(2) Customarily an army of that era would be comprised not only of cavalry but ground troops or infantry as well.


(3) The number of this army was not approximated by John, rather the text says “I heard the number of them.”


 i. From whom he heard this we do not know, perhaps the angel from the horns of the altar.


 ii. Regardless, as we made the point concerning the 144,000, since the number was declared, there is less reason to see it as figurative than there is to see it as literal. 


 9.   The meaning of the breastplate imagery in verse 17 is uncertain.


(1) Some see symbolism in the colors which are linked to the three plagues of fire, smoke and brimstone in verse 18.



(2) Some say they were literally tricolored shields or three different colored shields among the vast army.



 10.  The horses heads resembling lions seem to indicate fierceness, an opinion which is supported by the fire, smoke and brimstone which proceeds from their mouths.


 11.   The description of fire smoke and brimstone in verses 17-18 brings to mind some modern day weaponry.


(1) It sounds like a cannon, which produces fire and smoke as a result of burning gunpowder, which contains sulfur or “brimstone.”


(2) It would not take much to see a modern day tank as being described here!


(3) On the other hand, we must keep in mind that these may well be demonic hoards which have nothing to do with humanly devised weaponry!
 

(4) Regardless what exactly John is seeing, these three items are referred to in verse 18 as plagues by which the death and destruction of this trumpet takes place.


 12.  Verses 20 and 21 are disturbing as we see that in spite of all these horrific things which are happening, those who remain on earth still do not repent!


(1) They had been guilty of murders, sorceries, sexual immorality and theft!


 i. Without exaggeration or distortion it would be easy to see how virtually all of unsaved mankind even today is guilty of these things in some measure, and regrettably even many of those who are saved!


 ii. Some may protest, pointing to great “moral”unsaved people you know, but the reality is if you are not serving God with your life through Jesus Christ as an act of worship, you are in rebellion against God and guilty!


(2) As they were unwilling to repent – to turn around – from having done these things, it seems to be no stretch at all to consider they were still involved in them even as this devastating judgment was taking place and continuing beyond its completion!


(3) Jesus made it abundantly clear that unless we repent today and turn to the God who created us, accepting the offering of eternal life provided through the death of His son, that we would be lost for eternity!


Luk 13:1-5  “Now on the same occasion there were some present who reported to Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.  (2)  And Jesus said to them, 'Do you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans because they suffered this fate?  (3)  'I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.  (4)  'Or do you suppose that those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them were worse culprits than all the men who live in Jerusalem?  (5)  'I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.'”


(4) Yet the scriptures are abundantly clear: 2Pe 3:9  “The Lord ...is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”

Joh 1:12  “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name”

Joh 3:16  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.'”


Concl:

(1) We are not in the time of tribulation after the church has been raptured, the church is still on the earth!


(2) You have an opportunity to repent of rejecting God's right to rule over your life and surrender to Him!


(3) His preference is to draw you through His mercy, grace and love, but if you refuse, you may indeed find yourself in the midst of His judgment of sinful mankind, will you repent then?
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