July 26, 2009

New Heaven and Earth

Rev. 21:1-8

Intro:
1.
This morning we continue our study in the book of Revelation started back in August 2007.

2. We are approaching the end of the series, so I encourage you to join me in praying for future direction!


3. Much has transpired in the record we have considered to date, beginning with the initial revelation of the glorified Christ, moving to the identification of seven churches representing various conditions within the church at the time and throughout history, then to the disclosure of events that will transpire as the age comes to a close.


3. At this point in our study, God has declared the end of His righteous judgment on sinful mankind, and this week, we see a brand new beginning.

 I.  New Heaven and Earth!  

Rev 21:1-8  “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.  (2)  And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.  (3)  And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, 'Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them,  (4)  and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.'  (5)  And He who sits on the throne said, 'Behold, I am making all things new.' And He *said, 'Write, for these words are faithful and true.'  (6)  Then He said to me, 'It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.  (7)  'He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.  (8)  'But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.'”

 1. In the previous chapter we saw the old heaven and earth fled away from the presence of God


(1) As we discussed there, the “heaven” being referred to is the sky above where the birds fly and the great expanse where the sun, moon and stars reside as opposed to the dwelling place of God.


(2) Here we are told the old is replaced by a new heaven and a new earth.


(3) One author says this is “new in kind not just another.”
 


(4) One major difference between the old and the new here in verse 2 is there is no sea!


 2. In verse 2, “the holy city, new Jerusalem” is described as “coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.”.


(1) The adjectives  “holy”and “new” distinguish this city from it’s former earthly namesake.



 i. The word “holy” communicates physical purity and moral blamelessness.



(a) “Holy” also has a fundamental idea of separation, consecration, devotion to the service of God, sharing in His purity and abstaining from earth's defilement.



(b) While the original earthly Jerusalem had been intended by God to be holy, in reality it failed to maintain that status.


 ii. As for the adjective “new” as applied to Jerusalem, the same line of thinking we just considered about the entire heavens and earth applies.


(a) This is not a renovation of what was to improve the old.


(b) This is a total replacement with something that had never heretofore existed! 


Illus:
This is what has taken place in the lives of those who have yielded their lives to the Lordship of Jesus Christ:  2Co 5:17  “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.”


(2) That this city comes “down out of heaven from God” further underscores its purity and holiness.

Jas 1:17  “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.” (italics mine)


 i. Some see New Jerusalem as symbolically speaking of the church, thus not a literal city.



 ii. Others understand this to be referring to a “...residence of the redeemed...”, thus a literal place.
  


 iii. Frankly, like the biblical description of our new condition as individuals, I will admit I don’t fully understand what this new creation will be like or how we will enjoy it, I simply look forward to doing so!

1Jn 3:2  “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.”


(3) The description of the new Jerusalem ends with the phrase “ready as a bride adorned for her husband.”


 i. As one writer so aptly observes:  “The purpose here is to represent it as exceedingly beautiful.”



Illus:
Traditionally speaking, the one time when every woman is expected to be the most beautiful is on her wedding day!


 ii. As I understand it, the grammatical construction is not necessarily calling the new Jerusalem a bride, but is using a bride as a comparison of the beauty which this city manifests.


 3. Verse 3 declares John:  “...heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, 'Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them”


(1) The loud, unidentified voice is said to come “from the throne,” leaving some to conclude it may have been God Himself speaking here.
 


(2) The term “tabernacle”, while here not speaking specifically of the literal structure from the Old Testament, refers to a tent or dwelling place, pointing out that God’s presence will be manifest and evident among men – which was exactly the role of the original tabernacle!.


(3) One author states that the distinction between earth where man dwells and heaven where God dwells seems to disappear in this new arrangement.



(4) As has been His design and desire from the beginning of creation, here we have a wonderful promise of the re-establishment of continuous face-to-face interaction between God and man who will now dwell together for all eternity!

1Co 13:12  “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known.” (Italics mine)


 4. Our passage continues, saying “’He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.'”  (verse 4) 


(1) The things promised here are particularly wonderful because God Himself will accomplish them, personally providing comfort to His people in reversing the effects of the curse from Genesis.


(2) “Life as we know it will be completely replaced...”



(3) As one author observes, “John had wept at the thought that there was no-one worthy to open the seals (5:4)...[to] answer the problem of earth’s evil...Now he finds that tears, too, have gone for ever.”



Illus:
“What a Day that Will Be!”

There is coming a day when no heartaches shall come, 
No more clouds in the sky, no more tears to dim the eye.

           All is peace forevermore on that happy golden shore,

           What a day, glorious day that will be.



Chorus

                        What a day that will be when my Jesus I shall see, And I look upon His face,

                        The One who saved me by His grace; 



When He takes me by the hand, And leads me through the Promised Land,

                        What a day, glorious day that will be.
 

                  There'll be no sorrow there, no more burdens to bear,

                  No more sickness, no pain, no more parting over there;

                  And forever I will be with the One who died for me,

                  What a day, glorious day that will be.


Illus:
“There Will be a Day” - Jeremy Camp
(Chorus)
“There will be a day with no more tears, no more pain, and no more fears
There will be a day when the burdens of this place, will be no more, we'll see Jesus face to face
But until that day, we'll hold on to you always”


(4) While some may see this as “pie in the sky” theology, Paul told us to comfort one another with such words of expectation.

1Th 4:15-18  “For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.  (16)  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  (17)  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  (18)  Therefore comfort one another with these words.”


(5) It is this hope of a future to which Jesus looked, enabling Him to overcome and which we should embrace to help us to overcome!

Heb 12:1-2  “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  (2)  fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”


 5.  “He who sits on the throne”, a clear reference to God Himself, speaks in verse 5, saying:  “...'Behold, I am making all things new.' And He *said, 'Write, for these words are faithful and true.'”


(1) God Himself now states plainly what we have seen in these verses:  He is “making all things new”.


(2) He declares “‘...these words are faithful and true’”, speaking of the promises being revealed here to John.


 i. As promises from God they are true – God cannot lie!


 ii. Also as promises from God they will be fulfilled, because God has declared they will, thus they are faithful.


(3) I have to reiterate that what is taking place here is a return to the original plan God had for man!

 6. “Then He said to me,” John writes in verse 6, “‘It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.’”


(1) On the cross Jesus said “it is finished”, declaring His fulfillment of the requirement of the Law and provision of redemption for mankind.


(2) Here God the Father declares “It is done”, which according to several sources more properly says “they are done” or have come to pass, declaring the completion of the establishment of the new heaven and earth.



(3) Again the One speaking here is identified as God, without doubt, as no one else fits the description “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end”!


(4) The closing statement in verse 6 is actually retroactive to today:  “‘I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.’”


 i. The “I” here is emphatic, again underscoring God Himself as the One taking action.


 ii. An interesting observation is made by one author that “The gift is made to him who is thirsty, and we may fairly conclude that unless anyone feels a need he will not seek satisfaction.”



Illus:
How many times have we shared the gospel with people who reject it because they don’t see their need!


Illus:
Wednesday night we discussed the meaning of the beatitude Jesus taught which said “blessed are the poor in spirit” as referring to those who recognize their need for God!


 iii. That the water of life is given without cost points to Paul’s statement in Rom 6:23  “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (italics mine)


 7. The reference to those who “overcome” in verse 7 indicates confrontation with adversity.


(1) First and foremost there is an internal battle which must be overcome:  

Gal 5:17  “For the flesh [the fallen nature] sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.”



(2) Then there is the external battle which must be overcome as well:

Eph 6:12  “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood [other human beings], but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.”



(3) The means for overcoming are spelled out in Rev 12:11: 

 “And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even to death.”


 i. The martyrs being spoken of in chapter 12 overcame – as must we – first of all by the shed blood of Jesus, recognizing our salvation, restoration to right relationship with God and our right standing before Him which come from nowhere else!


 ii. They also overcame – as must we – by their unwavering declaration of “...the word of their testimony...”, what He had done in their lives!


(a) First we must recognize our need to possess a testimony; a clear understanding of what God has brought us from and what He has brought us to!


Illus:
While we often elevate those who have been rescued from addictions or clearly destructive lifestyles because of the dramatic change in their lives, they are  not the only ones who have testimonies! 


(b) We must also be willing – dare I say quick – to tell whoever will listen the testimony God has given us!


(4) God says the result of “overcoming” is “'He who overcomes will inherit these things [referred to in Rev 21], and I will be his God and he will be My son..'”



 8. The “...cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars..” identified in verse 8 are in direct contrast to the overcomers, because these loved themselves so much as to indulge in all that they wanted, regardless of, in rejection of and perhaps even in open defiance of God's laws!


Concl:  

(1) Are you among those identified in this passage as overcoming the difficulties in this life,  entrusting your life to Jesus Christ, yielding full control to Him?


(2) Or are among those who close out this passage, insistent on doing things your way, living your life?
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