August 14, 2009

A View of New Jerusalem

Rev. 21:9-27

Intro:   1.  This morning we continue our study in the book of Revelation started back in August 2007.

2. We are approaching the end of the series, so I encourage you to join me in praying for future direction!


3. Much has transpired in the record we have considered to date, beginning with the initial revelation of the glorified Christ, moving to the identification of seven churches representing various conditions within the church at the time and throughout history, then to the disclosure of events that will transpire as the age comes to a close.

4. A week ago Friday night, Chaplain Denny Ugoletti reminded us that the book of Revelation is not doom and gloom, but is a book of encouragement!


5. We started chapter 21, looking at the new creation which lies ahead for believers, so this week we continue that discussion with:

 I. A View of New Jerusalem  Rev. 21:9-27

“Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and spoke with me, saying, 'Come here, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.'  (10)  And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,  (11)  having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper.  (12)  It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and names were written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.  (13)  There were three gates on the east and three gates on the north and three gates on the south and three gates on the west.  (14)  And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  (15)  The one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the city, and its gates and its wall.  (16)  The city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal.  (17)  And he measured its wall, seventy-two yards, according to human measurements, which are also angelic measurements.  (18)  The material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass.  (19)  The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald;  (20)  the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.  (21)  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a single pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.  (22)  I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  (23)  And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.  (24)  The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.  (25)  In the daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed;  (26)  and they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it;  (27)  and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.”

 1. Verse 9  refers to “...one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and spoke with me, saying, 'Come here, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.'...”


(1) The angels referred to here are identified back in chapter 15:7 and both they and the plagues are described in chapter 16.


(2) It seems fair, right and just that one of the messengers God used to bring final destruction on rebellious mankind would be given the privilege of introducing John to “the bride, the wife of the Lamb” as the celebration of victory proceeds.


(3) It’s perhaps even more fitting since one of them had introduced the great harlot in chapter 17, that one of them should introduce the glorious bride here in contrast!


(4) Something else that struck me about the description given here is the New Jerusalem is referred to not only as the bride of the Lamb, but also the wife.


 i. The term “bride” speaks of the wedding which has now come, initiating a level of intimacy heretofore unknown.


Illus:
In our modern day, live together outside of marriage society, the magnitude of change in a relationship which was designed to take place in marriage – the increase of intimacy – is lost.


 ii. The term “wife”, however, speaks not only of the intimacy of the relationship, but of the permanency – the eternality – of it!

Mat 19:5-6  “...‘“FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH”?  (6)  ‘So they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.’”


 2. The phrase “in the Spirit” used by John in verse 10 to describe his condition when the angel carried him away is used a total of six times in Revelation, the first being in 1:10.


(1) As we observed back in 1:10, and some other times we’ve encountered the phrase since, this is unquestionably a reference to the Holy Spirit.


(2) One author says, he was “...in a state of ecstasy; the outer world being shut out, and the inner and higher life or spirit being taken full possession of by God’s Spirit, so that an immediate connection with the invisible world is established.”



 i. Here is a place where the unseen – the eternal – is more real than the seen – the temporal!

2Co 4:18  “...the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”


(3) This was probably a trance like state in which he was completely open to the Holy Spirit taking control of his faculties similar to Peter in Acts 10.   Reference next page
Act 10:9-10  “...Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray.  (10)  But he became hungry and was desiring to eat; but while they were making preparations, he fell into a trance;”


 i. During Peter's experience he too received a revelation from God.


 ii. This is the occasion where a sheet was lowered containing all sorts of animals, clean and unclean, which he was instructed to kill and eat.


 iii. The vision Peter received revolutionized the church as it initiated the welcoming of the Gentiles into the Church.


 iv. The vision that John is given on Patmos is the most significant of the New Testament, perhaps the entire Bible, so his experience paralleling that of Peter’s should be no surprise!


 3. This angel carried John away in the vision “to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God (11) having the glory of God....”


(1) Those in this city are all the redeemed of mankind, both Jew and Gentile, united together as one kingdom of followers of the One and Only True God.


(2) The essential nature of this city is holiness – dedication, consecration and commitment to He who alone is Holy!


Illus:
So often the church today – as an entity – is tainted by the compromise of its members whose dedication, commitment and loyalty is divided between service to God and pursuit of personal goals and desires.  We too often justify, qualify and spiritualize things we want that have nothing to do with the will of God for our lives!


(3) The city is said to come “...down out of heaven from God...” where those who are His have been preserved and protected by Him, awaiting this very moment!


(4) The glory of this city, as referred to in the first part of verse 11, comes from God alone, but is manifest in two distinct ways.


 i. It “...will consist only of risen and changed saints, whose bodies will be freed from all dishonour <sic>; deformity, diseases, and imperfections, and will be made like unto Christ's glorious body, and will shine like the sun in the kingdom of God...”



 ii. Likewise, the very manifest presence of God, referred to in the Old Testament as the Shechinah, will now be seen and known in this city on a permanent basis.


 4. The description of the city as given in verses 11 and 18-21, tells us its beauty and value are almost unimaginable!

Reference next page!


(11)  “...Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper...(18)  The material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass.  (19)  The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald;  (20)  the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.  (21)  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a single pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.” 


(1) “There is often uncertainty about the identification of precious stones...” as presented in scripture when attempting to correlate them to those we know, so we’ll not look at them in detail.
 


(2) The transparent gold described in verses 18 and 21 is not something new, rather, the phrase is speaking of the purity of the gold. 


 i. Glass was typically dark or at best cloudy. 


 ii. Only the most expensive and purest glass of the era was clear and it was reserved for palaces of kings.


 iii. Here again, the description given by John is one of great beauty and incredible value.


 5. As beautiful as the city will be, it’s structure as described in verses 12-16 is impressive as well.


(12) “ It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and names were written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. (13)  There were three gates on the east and three gates on the north and three gates on the south and three gates on the west. (14)  And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb (15)  The one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the city, and its gates and its wall.  (16)  The city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal....”


(1) The “great and high wall” of verse 12, as in the great cities of old, speaks of the level of security which will be enjoyed by those in this city.


(2) Verse 25 will later tell us that the gates are never closed, but that doesn’t speak against the security of this city as here we see (vs 12) that each gate is guarded by an angel!


Illus:
Who needs Guardian, Brinks or Sonitrol when you have an angel guarding the gate?!


(3) The gates containing the names of the tribes of Israel and the foundation stones containing the names of the apostles of Jesus, underscore the fact that this city is made up of both Jew and Gentile – Israel and the Church – redeemed from all of mankind and united together in a single kingdom of God.



(4) Measuring with a rod as spoken of in verse 15 was a typical means of determining dimensions as using a tape measure would be today.


 i. The measurement by the angel who had been speaking to John makes it clear this was being done at God’s command for John’s – and our – benefit.


 ii. The rod of gold was wholly appropriate for the task at hand, “in keeping with the dignity of the service of God...”
 and suitable to the individual in whose hand it was found.



(5) The description in verse 16 as “a square” is more accurately a cube as three dimensions – length, width and height – are given.


(6) The size of this “city” is phenomenal – fifteen hundred miles in every direction!


Illus:
To give you an idea of what fifteen hundred miles would look like, it is roughly the equivalent of the distance from New York City to Houston Texas!

   

 6. The measurement of the wall given in verse 17 when compared to verse 16 is a challenge.


(17)  “And he measured its wall, seventy-two yards, according to human measurements, which are also angelic measurements.”



(1) Some see this as a reference to the height of the wall
, but this seems a bit low for a city which is fifteen hundred miles high and also doesn't seem to fit with being described as “a great and high wall” as stated in vs. 12. 


(2) If this is thickness, architecturally speaking, it would be unreasonably thin – 72 yards – for a wall 1,500 miles – 2,640,000 yards – high!



(3) Many sources
 point out the symbolic nature of the measurement – 144 cubits or 12 times 12 – as referring to the tribes of Israel and the apostles, though exactly what that means is unclear and it still doesn’t show us exactly which dimension is being described!


(4) Here is one of those situations where we simply cannot say with exact certainty what is meant, so we must simply take what is said at face value and leave it at that!

 7. We considered verses 18-21 a couple minutes ago, so that brings us to verse 22 which tells us there is no temple – no place of worship or symbolic habitation of God – because He will be literally dwelling among the people!


 8. The glory of His presence, as pointed out in verse 23, makes the need for the sun and moon obsolete!

(1) Skipping to verse 25 briefly, we see there will be no night, for the glory of God will never be diminished or overcome by darkness!


 9. The statement “the nations shall walk by its light” in verse 24 does not indicate the re-establishment of earthly kingdoms, but most likely is a declaration of the presence of peoples from all over the earth – those redeemed from every nation, tribe and tongue – who as we have already observed more than once today, will be dwelling as the people of God with the Jews.


 10. The key to exclusion from this city is pointed out in verse 27:  Practicing evil, even as seemingly insignificant as lying.


 11.  So too the key to inclusion in this city is clearly defined in verse 27 as “...only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.”


(1) The exciting thing is there is a simple way to get one’s name “...written in the Lamb's book of life.” as pointed out in the scriptures:

Joh 1:12  “...as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name...”


(2) As Jesus told the seventy who returned from ministry, and here in Revelation we see specifically why, this is something which should cause us to rejoice!

Luk 10:20  “...rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.”


Concl:


(1) Has your name been written in the Lamb’s book of Life?


(2) If not, we can see to that this morning!
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