January 25, 2009

Forward! - Part 3

Exo 14:15;  Jos 6:7;  Php 3:13

Intro:   1.
Over the past couple weeks I've told you it has become my habit to seek the Lord at the end of a year for a fresh word for the coming year.


 2. I also said that since I've been doing so, He has proven His faithfulness to answer by providing me with such a word, sometimes giving greater detail up front than others!


Illus:
2006:  “We've crossed the Jordan and the river is behind us!”


 3. This year He gave me a single word: “Forward!”


 4. Undoubtedly in some ways this single word means the same thing to everyone.


(1) First of all it means, well, forward!!...as opposed to backward!


(2) It declares the need for progress, for not staying put, not settling for the “status quo”.


 5. Yet this word may have unique application to different ones among us.


 6. Two weeks ago we started by looking at the first of three Biblical uses of the word and considering application to our lives here today based on the situations described in the text, considering: Exo 14:15  “Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to Me? Tell the sons of Israel to go forward.'”
 


 7. Last week we looked at Jos 6:7  “Then he said to the people, 'Go forward, and march around the city, and let the armed men go on before the ark of the LORD.'”


 8. This week we're going to conclude this series, looking at: 


 I. Php 3:13  “Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,”
 


 1. The book of Philippians is actually a letter, written by Paul the Apostle, to the church at Philippi.


(1) If anyone in the history of Christianity would have reason to boast, it would have be Paul!


 i. As we have looked at a number of times, he endured incredible hardship in his service to Jesus, as described in 2Co 11:23-28:  Text next page 


“Are they servants of Christ?--I speak as if insane--I more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of death.  (24)  Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes.  (25)  Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep.  (26)  I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;  (27)  I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure.  (28)  Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches.”


(a) We need to be sure to understand Paul was not boasting, but simply recounting his well documented experience.


Illus:
A man I met in recent times who has been used mightily of God (David Thomas) who made the statement which would certainly apply to Paul here, that failure to acknowledge, or worse open denial of what God has done and the position He has elevated an individual to – often in spite of themselves – is false humility, which is the worst form of pride!


Illus:
On the other side of the coin, as stated in a book I'm currently reading, “When God accomplishes activity that no human being could possibly orchestrate, you have to respond somehow.  And the simple phrase [this individual] landed on in recent years is “Only God.”
, which frankly reminds me of one our our favorite phrases, “But God!”  


(b) Paul was recounting the things he was talking about for the benefit of the people in Corinth who were being swayed away from his sound biblical teaching by individuals of lesser dedication, experience and integrity.


(c) Because of the length and depth of the Corinthians'  relationship with Paul, he should not have needed to do this, but his readers were immature, had short memories and needed a strong, direct word in the hope of shocking them back to a proper focus!


Illus:
The past couple weeks I engaged in a similar effort, challenging you to get where God wants you and do what He wants you to do, even if it meant leaving here and connecting with a different church!  Concern was expressed to me that some might think I don't care about people or don't want people involved – and if you felt that way, please forgive me as that was not my intent – the opposite is actually the case!


 ii. Continuing our consideration of Paul and his potential right to boast, he is the one who was used by God to initially lead the way in spreading the gospel among the gentile nations through missionary journeys.


 iii. He is also the one responsible for writing the majority of the New Testament, much of which while he was in prison, though I strongly suspect he didn't realize the longevity or weight his writings would ultimately be given! 



(2) In spite of all these things, Paul maintained a proper level of humility and transparency, recognizing he hadn't arrived yet as stated here in  Php 3:13!

“...I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet...”


(3) Clearly none of us have even begun to approach the level of maturity or effectiveness in the kingdom that Paul had, so we too must be careful to obtain and maintain this same level of humility and transparency.

1Co 10:12  “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.”


 2. Paul says “one thing I do”, yet I see three things he states here!


Illus:
Just like a preacher!  He says “in conclusion” and twenty minutes later actually ends the message!


(1) “... forgetting what lies behind...” – Forgetting the past


 i. This would unquestionably have to include his life before Christ, thus we too need to forget our life before Christ – not pretending it didn't exist, just refusing to be seen in its light either by ourselves or others!


(a) Paul was “a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor”
 who was responsible not only for imprisoning Christians, but killing them!


(b) While some among us – perhaps most or even all – would have to lay claim to having been blasphemers, few could have been considered persecutors, fewer still violent aggressors, and virtually none – if any at all – were literally murderers of Christians before coming to Christ!


(c) Now if Paul could forget his life before Christ, recognizing God's purchase of it and his participation in it because of ignorance
, why can't we???


 ii. “... forgetting what lies behind...” – Forgetting the past – also includes anything that would have happened in our lives since we came to Christ!


(a) Failures we may have had in our Christian lives, if handled properly, should not be an excuse for us to not go “forward,” but must be left behind us!

1Jn 1:9  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”


(b) So too, injuries or pain others may have inflicted upon us – whether intentionally or unintentionally – must also be left behind if we are to go “forward.”

Eph 4:32  “Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.” (italics mine)

 iii. Far too many have been lost for the cause of Christ because of guilt over their past failures or pain from the failure of others!


Illus:
Pete Giacalone:  “forget about it!”


(2) Secondly, Paul speaks of “... reaching forward...” Reaching for the future


 i. Aren't we called to a life of faith – “ ...the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” (Heb 11:1)?


 ii. As stated in the verse immediately preceding our current text in Philippians, it is maturity – perfection – for which we were laid hold of by Christ – which we are to press on to in the future!

Php 3:12  “Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.” 
 

 iii. The future we should be reaching for is also identified in the verse following our current text and that is our call into God's presence in eternity in Christ.  
 
Php 3:14   “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”


(3) Lastly we should be expecting God's results: “what lies ahead”


 i. While we may not know exactly what God has for us in the future, His word tells us it will be for our good and His glory!

Rom 8:28  “...we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”


(a) Be careful to not apply this to every living person on the earth, as it does not apply to those who do not know God or who reject Him from being God in their lives.


(b) The promise is clearly defined as being applicable only to those who love God and are called according to His purpose – those who have been born again by His Spirit.


 ii. Through the prophet Jeremiah God made a promise to Israel which applies to us today as His people as well:

Jer 29:11 “ 'For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.'”


 iii. We also have the assurance of God's word that He will direct our paths, showing us what to do, when to do it, where to go, what to say...

Pro 3:6  “In all your ways acknowledge [the Lord], And He will make your paths straight.”

 iv. We even have the promise that when we err, make a wrong decision, or go in a wrong direction, He'll correct us to keep us on track!

Isa 30:21  “Your ears will hear a word behind you, "This is the way, walk in it," whenever you turn to the right or to the left.”


 v. Some today would have you believe that God wants every believer to be wealthy, extensively endowed with earthly goods and resources, yet the New Testament does not support this position.


(a) Jesus Himself had nowhere to lay his head!


(b) Paul the Apostle had times and seasons of abundance and lack.

Php 4:12  “I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.”


(c) The fact is if you are entrusted by God with earthly wealth, it is a stewardship with which you are entrusted, and that not for your own enjoyment and satisfaction, but that those who lack might be provided for through you!


2Co 8:14-15  “...at this present time your abundance being a supply for their need, so that their abundance also may become a supply for your need, that there may be equality;  (15)  as it is written, 'HE WHO gathered MUCH DID NOT HAVE TOO MUCH, AND HE WHO gathered LITTLE HAD NO LACK.'”

2Co 9:8-11  “...God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed;  (9)  as it is written, "HE SCATTERED ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES FOREVER."  (10)  Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness;  (11)  you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God.” (italics mine)


 vi.  There have also been some who have fixated excessively on eternal life, which continues beyond this existence, as the “future.”


(a) Such old gospel songs as “When We All Get to Heaven” underscore this kind of thinking, which while valid, is far more limiting than I believe God intended.

2Co 5:8  “...we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.”


Illus:
If God saved us just to take us to heaven, we'd already be there!


(b) But Jesus spoke of life and that more abundantly here as well.

Joh 10:10  “'The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.'”


(c) Yet as stated in the “Being Led by the Spirit” class, abundant life has nothing to do with earthly wealth and finances!

Luk 12:15  “Then He said to them, 'Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.'”

Rom 14:17  “...for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”


 vii. God has good things in store for us, if we will just press on in Him, moving forward!!


Concl:


(1) Have you started on this life with Jesus; do you know Him in an intimate, personal way


(2) Have you become stagnant, convinced you've come to a place you can just “rest” the remainder of your earthly life, deceived into believing you've arrived?


(3) Has some past failure – whether before you came to Christ or since you've accepted Him – hindered you from moving “Forward” in Him?


(4) Did someone cause you a degree of pain which is holding you back and today you need to forgive them so you can press on in Christ to what He has for you?
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