July 5, 2009

“...the night in which He was betrayed...”

Part 28: John 16:8-11

Intro:   1.
As has become customary on the first Sunday of the month, we are focusing on the communion table and its meaning through our continuing series of messages based on the phrase “...the night in which He was betrayed...” Mat 26:20-68; Mar 14:17-65; Luk 22:14-65; Joh 13:2-18:14.


 2. We're continuing in a section of the chronological record where Jesus speaks to His disciples in the upper room, restating things He had said before, reminding them of things they knew and assuring them of the things He had for them yet in the future.


 3. Picking up where we left off last time, this morning we are going to see that Jesus told His disciples what the Holy Spirit would do when He would come.

Joh 16:8-11  “‘And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;  (9)  concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;  (10)  and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me;  (11)  and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.’”


 4. On “...the night in which He was betrayed...”, Jesus spoke to His disciples about...


 I. The Work of the Holy Spirit in the World 
 
Joh 16:8-11  “‘And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;  (9)  concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;  (10)  and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me;  (11)  and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.’”


 1. First I think we need to acknowledge that He of whom Jesus spoke as coming in the future from His perspective has already come in our past and is still here with us today!

Act 2:1-4  “When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  (2)  And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  (3)  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.  (4)  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.”


 2. Before looking at the detail, it seems worthy of note to me to observe that Jesus said the Holy Spirit would be actively involved in “the world.”


(1) He’s not speaking of the physical world, as in the planet earth, but in the people of the world.


 i. From the beginning of creation to the end of time as revealed in the book of Revelation God’s focus has been and ever shall be on His relationship with mankind.


 ii. Indeed the condition of the physical world is directly linked to God’s dealings with man and mans obedience or disobedience.

Rom 8:20-22  “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope  (21)  that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  (22)  For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.”


(2) In line with this thought that the Holy Spirit is involved in the world, I was reminded that Jesus said “‘No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.’” (Joh 6:44) and  “...I will build My church... (Matt 16:18)


(3) Also the words of Paul echo through my mind: “I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.  (7)  So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth.” (1Co 3:6-7)


(4) I am not advocating laziness, apathy or lack of effort on our part, but what I am saying is the work of establishing and building the Church in the world belongs to God and He will get it done in us, through us, with us and if we so choose, without us!


(5) The Holy Spirit of God is actively involved in the affairs of mankind, doing the work the Father sent Him to do!

Joh 3:8  “‘The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going;...’”


 3. There is really only one thing that Jesus said the Holy Spirit will do in the world and that is convict.


(1) We need to come to a clear understanding of what Jesus means when He says the Holy Spirit will “convict.”


 i. The idea behind conviction as communicated by this word is to “...to show to be wrong...”



 ii. While it may not be popular in our modern-day, inclusivistic, let’s make everyone feel good regardless of their behavior society, at the root of this word in the Greek is “...to prove one in the wrong and thus to shame him.”



 iii. As the definition continues, the Holy Spirit, by convicting, will “..convince of error...”



 iv. Included in this convincing is the refuting of whatever position or opinion may be held. 


Illus:
You may be a good debater and may do an excellent job of defending your position to the most eloquent of opponents, but you will never win a debate against God!


 v. Note that the goal of this conviction by the Holy Spirit is always repentance, not condemnation!


Illus:
Recount your long-standing contrast between conviction and condemnation.


(2) While, according to this passage, the Holy Spirit only does this one thing in the world, He does so in three specific areas as outlined here in Joh 16:  “...concerning sin and righteousness and judgment...”


 i. Verse 9 says:  “...concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me...”


(a) Note that Jesus does not waste time in addressing or dealing with any peripheral or subordinate sins, but goes right to the one which underlies all others: unbelief, the rejection of His right to rule and reign over the lives of men, women and children!

Mat 7:22-23, 26  “‘Many will say to Me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?” (23)  ‘And then I will declare to them, “I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.”...(26)  ‘Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.’”


(b) This is the very same sin of which Adam and Eve were guilty in the garden, resulting in the need for Jesus to come in the first place!


(c) It is this sin of which the Holy Spirit convicts mankind.


(d) People often intellectually reject belief in God because acknowledgment that there is a creator results in the logical conclusion that the One who created has the right to set the rules for His creation! 


(e) On the other hand, too often down through the centuries the church has erred by over focusing on a particular prevailing sin, or perhaps a list of prevailing sins, rather than the root of them all; the Holy Spirit never makes this error!


 ii. Secondly, according to verse 10, the Holy Spirit convicts “...concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me...”


(a) The righteousness – right standing before God – of which the Holy Spirit convinces mankind is that of Jesus Christ.


(b) There has never been, nor shall there ever be any other human being of whom it can be said “He is righteous in and of Himself!” 

Heb 4:15  “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.”


(c) The validation of Jesus’ righteousness is that God raised Him from the dead and caused Him to ascend to heaven, which is what Jesus is referring to when He says “...because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me...”!

(d) Herein lies one of the reasons why Jesus’ bodily resurrection from the dead and ascension to heaven has been so vehemently contested by His opponents down through the centuries! 


 iii. The third thing of which the Holy Spirit convicts according to verse 11 is “‘...concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.’”


(a) The world in which we live today resists – even outright rejects – the concept of judgment of mankind as guilty before God, primarily because they want to continue – unchallenged – in their own ways!


(b) Mankind insists there is “good” in each of us which we need to draw out. 


(c) Yet Jesus says the Holy Spirit will convict – convince – concerning the correctness of God’s judgment and condemnation of sinful mankind.


(d) The single piece of evidence which will be submitted is the judgment and condemnation of “the ruler of this world”, Satan himself.


(i) His judgment and condemnation is the only evidence necessary because he who was among the greatest of all creation has been cast out of heaven and is destined to burn in the lake of fire  for all eternity because of his rebellion.


(ii) Mankind cannot escape the appropriateness of the application of this judgment because we too are guilty of the very same rejection of God’s right to rule in our lives!


 4. While there is work the Holy Spirit does specifically in the lives of those who are God’s servants – which we’ll consider next time – we in the church are also included in this work He does in the world.


(1) Jesus made a distinction between his disciples and the world, yet specifically stated that He was not looking for us to be take out of the world.

Joh 17:15-16  “‘I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. (16)  ‘They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.’”


 i. This world, its priorities, methodologies and systems are not what we should be about.


 ii. The reality is, however, that we still live here and as such benefit from the work of the Holy Spirit in the world.


(2) He convicts us “...concerning sin, because [we] do not believe in [Him]...”


1Jn 1:8-9  “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  (9)  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”


 i. Allow me to state once again that His goal is always repentance, redemption and restoration.


 ii. In the life of every believer there are times, places and areas of our lives where we do not believe in Him as we ought.


 iii. We refuse to allow Him access to some of the recesses of our lives, and the Holy Spirit deals with us to expose them.


 iv. Yet in this He deals with us as sons, desiring to conform us more and more to the image of His Son, Jesus Christ.

Heb 12:4-7  “You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin;  (5)  and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, ‘MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM;  (6)  FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.’  (7)  It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?”

Rom 8:29  “For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;”


(3) Even we as believers are convicted  “...concerning righteousness, because [He goes] to the Father and [we] no longer see [Him]...”



 i. We sometimes need to be reminded that all our righteous deeds are as filthy rags.  (Isa 64:6)


 ii. Too often believers forget where God has brought them from and that apart from Christ they have no right standing before God!


 iii. Thankfully here too God the Holy Spirit will deal with us by convicting us – this is really His grace manifest toward us!


 iv. It is this type of an issue that Paul addressed at Corinth.

1Co 11:27-32  “Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.  (28)  But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  (29)  For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly.  (30)  For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.  (31)  But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged.  (32)  But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world.”


(4) Finally, we as believers are also convicted “‘...concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.’” when we, like him, fail to recognize our place in Christ, placing ourselves and others at risk.


Concl:
 On “...the night in which He was betrayed...”, Jesus spoke to His disciples about...The Work of the Holy Spirit in the World 


(1) Are you here today, don’t know Jesus as your personal Savior and Lord and the Holy Spirit has been convicting you today – or perhaps in the past week, weeks or even months – concerning sin, righteousness and judgment?


(2) Maybe you know Jesus...but the Holy Spirit has been dealing with you???
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