September 19, 2010

Proper Priorities! Part 5

Various

Intro:  1.
This morning we continue a series of messages we have been in for several weeks entitled “Proper Priorities.”


 2. This series has as it’s basis a text in Lev 17:1-4 “...the first of four [sections in that book]...which set forth practical duties, directing the Israelites to walk, not in the way of the pagan, but according to the ordinances of Yahweh.”



 3. To see how this is applicable to us in the church today we’ve been asking the question: “How often are we in the 21st century church guilty of walking more in the ways of the pagans than those who are servants of the Most High God?”


 4. We started by considering some “Recent Observations”, a discussion based in current news articles from a Christian news source.


 5. From there we moved on to two discussions of “Ancient Proclamations”, one from the Old Testament and one from the New.


 6. The last time in this series we began to look at Jesus’ Exemplifications: how He modeled Proper Priorities for us first by being filled with and dependent upon the Holy Spirit.


 7. We continue both the series and this final section by considering:


 IV. Jesus’ Exemplifications!: He modeled Proper Priorities for us.


 1. Jesus’ second example of modeling proper priorities was revealed in His speech.


(1) The scriptures tell us He spoke what the Father taught Him.

Joh 8:28  “So Jesus said, ‘When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me.’”


 i. In this statement we see and incredible declaration of Jesus’ submission to the Father in obedience.


 ii. The book of Philippians spells this out for us in greater detail:

Php 2:5-8  “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,  (6)  who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  (7)  but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  (8)  Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”

(2) The Bible also tells us Jesus spoke what the Father spoke.

Joh 12:49-50  “‘For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak. I know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me.’”


 i. Jesus recognized the eternal value of the message the Father was looking to communicate through Him.


Illus:
How often are our conversations eternally focused and how often are they earthly focussed?


Joh 14:10  “‘Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works.’”


 ii. According to what Jesus was saying here, the Father was speaking through Him!


(3) In order to see all that Jesus spoke you need to read the four gospel accounts in their entirety, or at least the red print in a red letter edition, but let’s look at some examples. 


 i. The very first words recorded in scripture as spoken by Jesus come from when He was only twelve years old.


(a) He had gone with His parents to celebrate the Feast of the Passover as they had done every year (Luk 2:41).


(b) After traveling for a day on their way home, Mary and Joseph realized Jesus was not with the caravan.


(c) When they returned to Jerusalem to find Him, they discovered Him sitting in the temple listening to the teachers, asking questions and amazing those around Him with His understanding of the things being discussed.



(d) In response to Mary’s questioning of His actions, Jesus said:  “Why is it that you were looking for Me?  Did you not know that I had to be in My Father’s house?”



(i) The KJV and NKJV both translate that last phrase as “about my Father’s business.”


(ii) The Greek is “...literally, ‘in’ or ‘at My Fathers,’ that is, either ‘about My Father’s affairs,’ or ‘in My Father’s courts’”



(iii) Another source says the phrase “...‘in my Father’s house’ [was a] Common Greek idiom
.”
 which expressed this perspective.


(iv) My point here, as one scholar states it: 

“He did not enter...his public work for eighteen years after this; yet still the work of God was ‘his’ work, and always, even in childhood, it was proper for him to be engaged in the great business for which he came down from heaven.”



(v) Another insightful observation by one of these scholars is Jesus use of the phrase “my Father” as opposed to “our” Father!


· When he “first became conscious of his peculiar relation to the Father in heaven we do not know.


· “But he has it now at [age] twelve and it will grow within him through the years ahead in Nazareth.”



 ii. After His baptism by John, returning from 40 days in the wilderness and John the Baptist’s arrest,
 Jesus’ words come to center stage in the gospels. 


(a) Matthew tells us  “...Jesus began to preach and say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” (Mat 4:17)


(b) The parallel passage in Mark says “Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God,  (15)  and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.’” (Mar 1:14-15)


(i) The time for the coming of the Messiah set by the Father in Gen 3:15 was here and Jesus began at the start of His public ministry to declare it as so.


(ii) The kingdom of heaven is at hand, the time for David’s promised descendent to ascend to the throne.


(iii) Of course God was, is and ever will be sovereign over all creation, but the usurper Satan who had deceived man into yielding authority over the earth is about to be crushed and relieved of all influence!


(iv) Jesus’ authority over the usurper is first revealed during their encounter in the wilderness at the end of 40 days as Jesus repeatedly rebuffs Satan’s every attempt to dissuade Him from the path the Father had set for Him.

 iii. The flavor and focus of Jesus’ words can be seen differing depending on the audience He was addressing.


(a) Toward the exploited and downtrodden He was forgiving and compassionate.

Joh 8:3-11  “The scribes and the Pharisees *brought a woman caught in adultery, and having set her in the center of the court,  (4)  they *said to Him, 'Teacher, this woman has been caught in adultery, in the very act.  (5)  'Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women; what then do You say?' ... {after dealing with the Pharisees} (10)  Straightening up, Jesus said to her, 'Woman, where are they? Did no one condemn you?'  (11)  She said, 'No one, Lord.' And Jesus said, 'I do not condemn you, either. Go. From now on sin no more.']”



Mat 9:20-22  “...a woman who had been suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve years, came up behind Him and touched the fringe of His cloak;  (21)  for she was saying to herself, 'If I only touch His garment, I will get well.'  (22)  But Jesus turning and seeing her said, 'Daughter, take courage; your faith has made you well.' At once the woman was made well.”

Mat 20:30-34  “...two blind men sitting by the road, hearing that Jesus was passing by, cried out, 'Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!'  (31)  The crowd sternly told them to be quiet, but they cried out all the more, 'Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!'  (32)  And Jesus stopped and called them, and said, 'What do you want Me to do for you?'  (33)  They *said to Him, 'Lord, we want our eyes to be opened.'  (34)  Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes; and immediately they regained their sight and followed Him.”


(b) To the hypocritical religious leaders seeking to destroy Him He was blunt, curt, even confrontational.

Mat 15:1-9  “Then some Pharisees and scribes *came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said,  (2)  ‘Why do Your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread.’  (3)  And He answered and said to them, ‘Why do you yourselves transgress the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition?  (4)  ‘For God said, “HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER,” and, “HE WHO SPEAKS EVIL OF FATHER OR MOTHER IS TO BE PUT TO DEATH.”  (5)  ‘But you say, “Whoever says to his father or mother, ‘Whatever I have that would help you has been given to God,’  (6)  he is not to honor his father or his mother.” And by this you invalidated the word of God for the sake of your tradition.  (7)  ‘You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you:  (8)  “THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME.  (9)  “BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.”’”


(c) To the committed disciples He was instructional, encouraging, chastening in love for their eternal well being.



Luk 8:9-15  “His disciples began questioning Him as to what this parable meant.  (10)  And He said, 'To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is in parables, so that SEEING THEY MAY NOT SEE, AND HEARING THEY MAY NOT UNDERSTAND.  (11)  'Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God.  (12)  'Those beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart, so that they will not believe and be saved.  (13)  'Those on the rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no firm root; they believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall away.  (14)  'The seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their way they are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to maturity.  (15)  'But the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.’”

Joh 14:1-3  'Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  (2)  'In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  (3)  'If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.’”

Mat 16:21-23  “From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.  (22)  Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, 'God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.'  (23)  But He turned and said to Peter, 'Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's.'”


(d) To the multitudes He was inviting yet ultimately clear as to the cost.

Mat 11:28-30  “'Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  (29)  'Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  (30)  'For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.'”

Luk 14:25-27  “Now large crowds were going along with Him; and He turned and said to them,  (26)  'If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.  (27)  'Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.’”


 2. So too we should speak what the Father speaks!


(1) If we are persecuted, we can trust God to give us the appropriate response.

Mat 10:16-20  “‘Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves.  (17)  ‘But beware of men, for they will hand you over to the courts and scourge you in their synagogues;  (18)  and you will even be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.  (19)  ‘But when they hand you over, do not worry about how or what you are to say; for it will be given you in that hour what you are to say. (20)  ‘For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.’”


(2) We need to be found looking to the Lord for clear direction, always ready to give an answer to those who ask us about the hope that is within us!

Col 4:5-6  “Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.  (6)  Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.”

1Pe 3:15  “...sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;”


Concl:
 Jesus modeled Proper Priorities for us through His speech.


(1) Does our speech reveal proper priorities?

Jas 3:5-12  “...the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things. See how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire!  (6)  And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.  (7)  For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by the human race.  (8)  But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison.  (9)  With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God;  (10)  from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way.  (11)  Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water?  (12)  Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Nor can salt water produce fresh.”


(2) Is Jesus savior and Lord of your life today?
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