December 18, 2010

The Work of Jesus: Part 6

Performing Supernatural Acts

Various

Intro:   1.
At the end of September we concluded a series on “Proper Priorities” we should have as Christians.


 2. In the last three parts of that series we talked about how Jesus modeled those priorities for us as an example to be followed.


 3. As we were working our way through that portion of the series I began to be impressed to identify, consider, and review the work of Jesus in greater detail.


 4. One of the primary points we made during that series was Jesus received direction from the Father as to what to do, so too must we.


 5. Jesus told us we would do “greater works” than Him (Joh 14:12), so to know what kind of greater works meet the criteria, we need to understand what His works are in the first place!


 6. In light of all these things, early in October we began our current series on “The Work of Jesus”,  beginning by talking about “The Church’s Misplaced Focuses”.


 7. Since then we’ve also discussed “Standing Against Temptation”, for two weeks looked at Jesus’ Persistence in Prayer, and last time His preaching and teaching.


 8. We continue today, concluding the series by looking at: Performing Supernatural Acts


 I. While we like to focus on and look for the more dramatic – which are certainly valid, important and will be considered in a minute – there is a supernatural event that every Christian has experienced.

Mat 19:23-26  “And Jesus said to His disciples, 'Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  (24)  'Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.'  (25)  When the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, 'Then who can be saved?'  (26)  And looking at them Jesus said to them, 'With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.' ”


 1. One of the greatest supernatural events that occur is when a human being, who has been given free will by their Creator, surrenders that will back to the Creator’s control!


 2. As Jesus stated, this is humanly impossible, only God can bring it about.


 3. Unlike you and I who often resort to coercion – or worse manipulation – to get someone to yield to our way, God has ways we do not, indeed apart from His divine revelation cannot ,fully comprehend!

Isa 55:9  “ ‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts than your thoughts.’ ”   


Joh 6:44  “ ‘No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.’ ”

Joh 3:6-8  “ 'That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  (7) 'Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'  (8)  'The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.' ”


 II. A second supernatural event which is overlooked or downplayed in the church of America sometimes today is the baptism in or filling with the Holy Spirit which was spoken of by John the Baptist and promised by Jesus!


 1. John said in Mar 1:8 “ ‘I baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ ”


 2. Jesus said:  “  ‘I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;  (17)  that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you... I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you...I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high...you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.’ ” (Joh 14:16-17, Joh 16:7, Luk 24:49, Act 1:8)


 III. A point which needs to be reasserted here, before we go further, is none of these supernatural events can occur unless the Lord declares it to be so, but on the other hand, when He declares it, it will be so!

Joh 5:19 “Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner.”


 1. Jesus made this statement immediately after healing the man by the pool in Bethesda and immediately before making some declarations about resurrecting the dead.


 2. So too, like Jesus, we must hear from God as to when to do what He would have us do – including the supernatural.


 3. It seems to me a better question than “why aren’t we seeing the supernatural” is “why aren’t we hearing God tell us to perform the supernatural!


 4. The problem is not a lack of power or authority; those rest with and come from God.


 5. The problem is one of hearing, for which we must be properly positioned and prepared!


Illus:
In a book I’m currently reading the statement is made:  “To hear God’s voice clearly, we must have a growing love relationship with God and trust Him.  It’s that simple.  The better we get to know God, the better we will recognize His voice.”



 IV. Divine healing is perhaps the most sought after supernatural event.


 1. Clearly Jesus healed the sick as can be seen throughout the gospels, one example of which is:

Mat 14:14  “When He went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion for them and healed their sick.”


 2. In fact, the only miracle He performed in His home town was healing:

Mar 6:5  “And He could do no miracle there except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them.”


 3. The apostles are recording as healing the sick, even after Jesus’ resurrection and ascension.

Act 9:34  “Peter said to him, ‘Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; get up and make your bed.’ Immediately he got up.”


 4. They even did so in some unusual ways:

Act 5:15-16  “...they even carried the sick out into the streets and laid them on cots and pallets, so that when Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on any one of them.  (16)  Also the people from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming together, bringing people who were sick or afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all being healed.”


 5. Yet contrary to some popular belief among Christians today, not everyone was always healed everywhere.

Act 3:1-8 “...Peter and John were going up to the temple at the ninth hour, the hour of prayer.  (2) And a man who had been lame from his mother's womb was being carried along, whom they used to set down every day at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, in order to beg alms of those who were entering the temple.  (3)  When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he began asking to receive alms.  (4)  But Peter, along with John, fixed his gaze on him and said, 'Look at us!'  (5)  And he began to give them his attention, expecting to receive something from them.  (6) But Peter said, 'I do not possess silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene--walk!'  (7)  And seizing him by the right hand, he raised him up; and immediately his feet and his ankles were strengthened.  (8)  With a leap he stood upright and began to walk; and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God.”


(1) Here was a man who, according to Acts 4:22 was more than forty years old, and “...whom they used to set down every day at the gate of the temple...” (3:2b)


(2) In Jesus’ three years of ministry, not to mention His entire life, He had walked past this man repeatedly.


(3)  Additionally, Peter and John, as well as all the other Apostles, had also walked past this man multiple times in their lives, perhaps even giving him alms on one or more occasion.


(4) It was not until this appointed time that God chose to heal him.


(5) Why doesn’t God always heal everyone everywhere?


 i. Can we be honest and admit we simply don’t know!?


 ii. Most importantly of all, let’s not compound the pain of those who are not healed with statements like “if you had faith God would heal you” or worse “there must be sin in your life that is keeping God from healing you!”


 6. Let us also recognize and celebrate how God heals people emotionally, mentally and spiritually as well as physically, yet let’s not cease to expect physical healing!


 V. Another supernatural event we can expect to experience as modeled by Jesus is deliverance from demonic influence.


 1. Jesus set a number of people free from the power of demons during the course of His ministry such as in one occasion recorded in Mat 9.


Mat 9:32-33 “As they were going out, a mute, demon-possessed man was brought to [Jesus].  (33) After the demon was cast out, the mute man spoke; and the crowds were amazed, and were saying, ‘Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.’ ”



 2. Likewise there are Biblical examples of the apostles dealing with demons with authority.

Act 16:16-18 “It happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a slave-girl having a spirit of divination met us, who was bringing her masters much profit by fortune-telling.  (17)  Following after Paul and us, she kept crying out, saying, ‘These men are bond-servants of the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.’  (18)  She continued doing this for many days. But Paul was greatly annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, ‘I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!’ And it came out at that very moment.”


(1) Here again I want to dispel a common misconception that every demon must always be dealt with immediately.


(2) This woman went on “for many days” before Paul dealt with the demonic power.


(3) We can only speculate as to why he delayed, but I believe he waited on direction from the Lord!


Illus:
Recall personal experience.


 i. Demonic activity is real and more prevalent in this nation than you might think, but they are not under every rock and behind every tree!


Illus:
While the Gerasene demoniac ran around naked, many demoniacs today wear three piece suits and designer dresses!


 ii. Let’s also keep in mind that much of what some Christians blame on demonic activity is in reality nothing but people’s own fallen nature – their flesh – being permitted to assert itself!
 

 VI. The final supernatural event we’re going to consider today is that of resurrection from the dead.


 1. Here again, Jesus raised the dead.


(1) Perhaps the most frequently referred to occurrence is that of Lazarus.

Joh 11:43-44  “[Jesus] cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come forth.’  (44)  The man who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings, and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus *said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ ”



(2) Lazarus was not the only one Jesus raised from the dead, however.

Luk 7:12-15  “Now as He approached the gate of the city, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow; and a sizeable crowd from the city was with her. (13)  When the Lord saw her, He felt compassion for her, and said to her, "Do not weep."  (14) And He came up and touched the coffin; and the bearers came to a halt. And He said, "Young man, I say to you, arise!"  (15)  The dead man sat up and began to speak. And Jesus gave him back to his mother.”


 2. As with the other supernatural events, the apostles are on record as raising the dead.


(1) Act 9:36-41  “...in Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which translated in Greek is called Dorcas); this woman was abounding with deeds of kindness and charity which she continually did.  (37)  And it happened at that time that she fell sick and died; and when they had washed her body, they laid it in an upper room.  (38)  Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, having heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him, imploring him, ‘Do not delay in coming to us.’  (39)  So Peter arose and went with them. When he arrived, they brought him into the upper room; and all the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing all the tunics and garments that Dorcas used to make while she was with them.  (40)  But Peter sent them all out and knelt down and prayed, and turning to the body, he said, ‘Tabitha, arise.’ And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat up.  (41)  And he gave her his hand and raised her up; and calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive.”


(2) Act 20:9-12  “...there was a young man named Eutychus sitting on the window sill, sinking into a deep sleep; and as Paul kept on talking, he was overcome by sleep and fell down from the third floor and was picked up dead.  (10)  But Paul went down and fell upon him, and after embracing him, he said, ‘Do not be troubled, for his life is in him.’  (11)  When he had gone back up and had broken the bread and eaten, he talked with them a long while until daybreak, and then left. (12)  They took away the boy alive, and were greatly comforted.”


 VII. All of these things we have considered have been done for centuries, even as recorded in the Old Testament and were works of  Jesus, thus we can expect God to do them today.

 1. We must ask ourselves, however, what is our motive for seeking these things, for often we have a misplaced focus.


(1) Are we looking for the short term temporal benefits?


 i. Jesus was rarely concerned with peoples’ temporal well being in the gospels.


 ii. Even when He did feed the multitude (Mat 14:21; 16:9) or provide the tax payment in the mouth of the fish (Mat 17:27) or heal the sick or raise the dead there was always a greater purpose.


 iii.  For one example, while we may want to preserve someone from death, there are a couple things to keep in mind.


(a) When Hezekiah begged God and was given 15 more years of life after being told by God he was going to die, the last 15 years of his life would have been better for him to have died!  (Isa 38-39)


(b) Psa 116:15  “Precious in the sight of the LORD Is the death of His godly ones.”


(c) To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord!  (2Cor 5:6-8)


(d) Php 1:21-23  “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  (22)  But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose.  (23)  But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better;”


(2) The entirety of Jesus’ work was motivated to glorify God that people might repent and turn back to serving Him Who created them.


Concl:


(1) Jesus told us we would do the works that He did and even greater works (Joh 14:12).

(2) All that Jesus did was obedience to and cooperation with what He saw the Father doing.

(3) The works that He did included:

 i. Standing Against Temptation

 ii. Persistence in Prayer

 iii. Preaching and teaching both in word and deed.

 iv.  Performing of Supernatural Acts

(4) Finally, His motive was always to glorify His Father in Heaven.

(5) So how are your greater works going?

(6) He wants to help you do them and will if you just ask, trust and obey!

�	Larry Kreider, Hearing God 30 different ways, page 19


�	Brackets replace “Him” for clarity


�	Brackets replace “He” for clarity
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