October 31, 2010

The Work of Jesus: Part 3

 The Work of Persistent Prayer

Various

Intro:   1.
We recently concluded a series on “Proper Priorities” we should have as Christians.


 2. In the last three parts of that series we talked about how Jesus modeled those priorities for us as an example to be followed.


 3. As we were working our way through that portion of the series I began to be impressed to identify, consider, and review the work of Jesus in greater detail.


 4. Jesus told us we would do “greater works” than Him (Joh 14:12), so to know what kind of greater works meet the criteria, we need to understand His works in the first place!


 5. One of the primary points we made during the “Proper Priorities” series was Jesus received direction from the Father as to what to do, thus so too must we.


 6. Two weeks ago we began this series by talking about “The Church’s Misplaced Focuses”, which, due to a technical failure, is not available on CD or the web site.


 7. Last week we talked about “Standing Against Temptation”.


 8. We continue our series today as we look at:


 I. The Work of Persistent Prayer


 1. While I’ve included prayer as a “work” done by Jesus, thus one we should all do, for the most part it really isn’t – or at least shouldn’t be work at all!


(1) Prayer, for the Christian, is not a religious exercise, rather a part of our daily lives of dependance on our God.


 i. Muslims pray three times daily to a god to whom they only hope to connect, yet have no assurance he will hear, much less listen and respond!


 ii. As Christians – those who have been born again by the Spirit of God – we have assurances from the Word of God that our God hears us, listens to us and responds to us in prayer.


 iii. The perspective has rightly been offered that we don’t have to pray, we get to spend time in communication with the creator of the universe!


(2)  For us prayer should be like breathing, something we usually do without a great deal of thought or effort.

References next page!
Luk 18:1  Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart, 

1Th 5:17  pray without ceasing;

Php 4:6  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.


(3) By the same token, however, prayer should also be something about which we are deliberate, to insure we are actively in communication with our God.

Eph 6:18  “With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,” 


(4) We’ll look at some instructions Jesus gave concerning prayer in a few minutes, but suffice it to say, we should be a people who pray!


 2. Jesus modeled prayer for us.


Illus:
One of the wonderful things about Jesus is everything He told us to do, He proved by His own actions that we can do; Christianity is not a “do as I say, not as I do” life.


(1) In Jesus’ life we see:  Prayer as He went – in other words simply as part of His life.


 i. Luk 3:21  “...when all the people were baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying, heaven was opened...”


(a) This occasion could certainly fall under the next category of being an event, but it seems to me to show the way Jesus handled His every day affairs through prayer.


(b) He had come to John, undoubtedly out of obedience to the Father “to fulfill all righteousness” (Mat 3:15).


(c) His praying here was not the primary purpose, it was a by-product, if you will, of His involvement in an activity of life.


(i) I’m not trying in any way to minimize the occasion of Jesus’ baptism.


(ii) What I am trying to help us to see is how Jesus’ focus was not on John, or the water, or the multitudes who preceded or succeeded Him in baptism.


(iii) His focus here, and I believe always, was on His Father as identified here by the phrase “while He was praying”.


(d) I believe you would have found Jesus praying – in communication with God – while carving an axe handle as a carpenter, or leading his donkey from the marketplace loaded with supplies.

 ii. Luk 9:18  “...it happened that while He was praying alone, the disciples were with Him, and He questioned them, saying, ‘Who do the people say that I am?’”


(a) The parallel passages in Mat 16 and Mark 8 tell us Jesus was traveling with His disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi when these events took place.


(b) Here again, Jesus was not in His “prayer closet” or off on a mountain by Himself.


(c) While it says “He was praying alone”, it also says “the disciples were with Him.”


(d) My guess is the disciples were discussing all manner of things – e.g. whether Bethlehem or Jerusalem would win the World Series or where they would go for lunch – but Jesus was praying while they were talking and walking.


 iii. Mar 1:35  “In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went away to a secluded place, and was praying there.”


(a) In the verses immediately preceding this one Mark tells us Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law the day before, then all the city brought sick and demon possessed people to Him to be cured.


(b) Apparently after an adequate night’s sleep, Jesus got up and went to find a place to pray.


Illus:
Br. Bongiorno’s challenge.


(c) Once again, it seems to me this reveals a life-pattern of Jesus.


(d) While the case could be made that He was in the middle of a season of ministry and needed to connect with God for specific direction, I believe He would have done this – indeed had done this – when He was at home working in His earthly father’s carpenter shop.


Illus:
If you are waiting for a call to full-time ministry or involvement in a ministry event to set aside time to pray, you have a long wait ahead of you!  Ministry grows out of a prayer life, a prayer life doesn’t grow out of ministry!


 iv. The fourth and final example of Jesus praying as He went comes from Luk 11:1 “It happened that while Jesus was praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one of His disciples said to Him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.’”


(a) The details surrounding this occasion are not significant for the point I believe we need to see here.


(b) The statement “...while Jesus was praying in a certain place...” is almost matter of fact rather than a disclosure of some great event.


(c) Here again, it seems to me, this illustrates Jesus’ lifestyle of prayer.


(d) While it took them to nearly the end of their second year of ministry with Jesus
, because of His lifestyle of prayer, the disciples now ask Him to help them to know how to properly pray!


(e) The disciples undoubtedly had come to see the value and benefit of the lifestyle of prayer Jesus lived and now wanted to enter in with Him.


 v. Jesus modeled prayer for us first with Prayer as He went, then with...


(2) Prayer as an event.


 i. A lifestyle of prayer in which we communicate with the Lord throughout the day is critical to our spiritual health.


 ii. Just as critical, however, are occasions we set aside on our own with the intent of drawing closer to the Lord as well as those He Himself will call us to.


 iii. The first such example we’re going to look at of prayer as an event in Jesus life is found in Luk 5:16  “...Jesus Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray.”


(a) Here, at the beginning of His earthly ministry, we see a pattern in place.


(b) Notice it says “often”, indicating a high level of frequency.


(c) The text says He would “slip away”, subtly telling us He did this without calling attention to His actions or looking for anyone other than His Heavenly Father to notice.


(d) It also says he went to the “wilderness” to pray, away from anything or anyone that would clamor for His attention or cause a distraction.


 iv. The second example to consider is Luk 6:12-13  “It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer to God. (13)  And when day came, He called His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He also named as apostles:”


(a) Here we see Jesus consulting with the Father on the eve of a great decision.


(b) His choice of Peter, Andrew, James, John and the others was not based on circumstances or personal preference, but the directing of His Father in a time of prayer.


(c) These men would be entrusted with establishing His Body on earth after His crucifixion that would need to continue for at least two thousand years!


(d) Bear in mind His selection also included Judas who would betray Him, not the kind of follower or co-laborer which is typically high on the list of desired personnel, but in Jesus’ case in particular, Judas was absolutely necessary.


Illus:
I heard Pastor Mike preached a message at Brookline that “Everyone Needs a Judas!”


 v. On another occasion, following a significant ministry event of teaching multitudes and feeding 5,000 men, not counting women and children, Matthew tells us:

Mat 14:23  “After He had sent the crowds away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone.”


(a) Here we see that Jesus went to an isolated time of prayer to recharge after significant expenditure of energy in ministry.


(b) There’s no record of Jesus taking a trip to Ocean City – which I’m not denouncing as a bad thing – rather, He separated Himself to be with His Father.


(c) It’s worthy of note that following this time of prayer in solitude He walked on water to the disciples who had gone ahead in a boat!


 vi. Jesus also took others with Him for special times of prayer as seen in:

Luk 9:28  “...He took along Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray.” 


(a) I wonder how much praying Peter, John and James actually did?


(b) You may or may not be aware this was the time when Jesus was “transfigured” in the presence of these men and met by Moses and Elijah.


(c) Sometimes special times of prayer in groups – large or small – are of great value for all involved.


Illus:
Consider the Pastor’s prayer group or the Board prayer meetings, women’s prayer and men’s prayer.


 vii. The last example of prayer as an event comes immediately before Jesus’ betrayal and arrest:

Mat 26:36  “Then Jesus *came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and *said to His disciples, ‘Sit here while I go over there and pray.’”


(a) This is the eve of the most significant and devastating series of events in Jesus’ earthly life.


(b) Notice he has the larger group of the disciples sit at a distance from where He was going to pray.


(c) If you look at the context you will see He takes Peter, James and John closer, asking them specifically to pray as well, yet He still goes a little farther from them to be alone.


(d) This is one of the few, if not the only, occasion where Jesus is recorded as praying concerning His own well being as He prays “if possible take this cup from Me, yet not my will, but yours be done!”

 3. In addition to modeling prayer for us, Jesus also gave instructions on prayer.


(1) By virtue of what this series is, there is not enough time to give detailed coverage to what Jesus taught on prayer, perhaps a series for a later date.


(2) One fact that struck me as I considered Jesus’ interaction with His disciples about prayer is He did not tell them to pray – it seemed He assumed they did – rather He addressed what to do when they prayed!


(3) As we close our time together this morning, let’s just quickly look at some passages which address Jesus’ instructions on prayer.

Perhaps the most comprehensive passage is:  Mat 6:5-15 “'When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  (6)  'But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.  (7)  'And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words.  (8)  'So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.  (9) 'Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.  (10)  'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  (11)  'Give us this day our daily bread.  (12) 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  (13)  'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.]'  (14)  'For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  (15)  'But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.”

Mar 9:29  “...He said to them, 'This kind cannot come out by anything but prayer.'” 

Mat 21:13  “...He *said to them, 'It is written, “MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER”...’”

Mat 21:22  “'...all things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.'” 

Mat 26:41  Addressing the disciples in Gethsemane:  “'Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.'” 

Mar 11:25  “'Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your transgressions.” 

Luk 6:28  “...pray for those who mistreat you.” 

Luk 18:1 “Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart,”

Luk 21:36  “'But keep on the alert at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.'” 

Concl:
The work of Persistent Prayer is something in which all of us must engage.


(1) Do you know Jesus today??

(2) Do you know you can come to God through Him in prayer?


(3) If you know Jesus today, how’s your prayer life??

�	Robert L. Thomas and Stanley N. Gundry, A Harmony of the Gospels, Moody Press, Chicago, 1978, Pg 348
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