October 23, 2010

The Work of Jesus: Part 2

Various

Intro:   1.
Before Kathy and I took our week in Porchville, we concluded our series on Proper Priorities.


 2. In the last three parts of that series we talked about how Jesus modeled those priorities for us as an example to be followed.


 3. As we were working our way through that portion of the series I began to be impressed to identify, consider, and review the details of the work of Jesus.


 4. One of the primary points we made during that series was Jesus received direction from the Father as to what to do, and so too must we.


 5. Jesus told us we would do “greater works” than Him (Joh 14:12), so to know what meets the criteria, we need to understand His works in the first place!


 6. Two weeks ago we began this series by talking about “The Church’s Misplaced Focuses”, which, due to an unfortunate technical failure, is not available on CD or the web site.


 7. We continue our series today as we look at


 I. Standing Against Temptation


 1. We already observed, in a previous message, how Jesus did not begin His ministry before being filled with the Holy Spirit, yet it is a point worth restating.


 2. Far too often in my Christian experience the “devil” has been focused on or emphasized by significant groups of people in the “church”.


(1) The word “devil” is used 32 times in the NASB NT, 14 of which are in the gospels, leaving 18 more times he is mentioned in the balance of the New Testament!


(2) Similarly, the name “Satan” in mentioned 33 times, 14 of which are in the gospels.


(3) Even expanding to demon or demons – plural – only adds 67 more occurrences throughout the New Testament.


(4) By comparison, Paul’s name is mentioned 160 times, nearly 2 ½ times as much, and Jesus is mentioned 948, 616 in the gospels alone!


(5) The purpose of all these statistics is to show where our focus should and should not be.

Heb 12:2  “...fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

 3. Having declared this qualifier, there is nonetheless a very real devil who has an army of fallen angels known as demons with which we must contend in this life.


 4. At the beginning of His ministry, Jesus had a personal, divinely arranged appointment with the devil.

Mat 4:1  “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.”


(1) One author writes: “The first act of the ministry of Jesus Christ was a combat with Satan.”
, and is that not in direct, at least partial, fulfillment of God’s promise in Gen 3:15  “‘...I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.’”


(2) The first thing we need to observe here is this was God’s idea, Jesus was “led...by the Spirit”!


 i. Some in the church reject such an idea, believing God never leads His people into such situations.


(3) The second thing we need to see is Jesus was led “...into the wilderness...”


 i. There are a couple different opinions as to where this wilderness was, geographically speaking, but the exact location is not really that important.


 ii. What is most important for our consideration is He went there alone.


(a) There are times when we must go through situations and circumstances alone for our benefit and/or the benefit of others at the time or possibly in the future.


(b) Some experiences we are given by God are not for public consumption, but are to be hidden in our hearts, contemplated, concealed from the view of the oft-prying – even if well meaning – world around us.


(c) It is in those alone times we can and must draw near to the God who has saved us and sent us to that place.


(4) The reason for this particular divine appointment was for Jesus “...to be tempted by the devil.”


 i. While re-reading the parallel texts in Mark and Luke in preparation for this message, I discovered something I’m not sure I’d seen before:   “He was in the wilderness forty days being tempted by Satan...”  (Mar 1:13, Luk 4:2, italics mine)


 ii. According to these passages, Jesus endured 40 days of temptation at Satan’s hand, not merely 40 days of fasting followed by a brief period of temptation.


 iii. While the specific temptations detailed in Matthew 4 and Luke 4 occurred at the end of the 40 days, He endured temptation throughout the entirety of His time in the wilderness.
Heb 4:15  “...we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.”


 5. The weapons Jesus used in this battle are ones we must learn to use as well if we are going to do the works He did.


(1) First, He “fasted” (Mat 4:2), defined by Luke as “ate nothing” (Luk 4:2) for forty days.


 i. Many things are called “fasting” in the church today, often from sincere hearts, yet I suspect other times they are accommodations of the flesh, providing an appearance of righteousness while lacking true spiritual integrity.


 ii. Jesus “ate nothing”, not due to lack of availability in the wilderness, but by choice and as an example for us to follow.


Illus:
Answering a challenge from the religious leaders as to why His disciples did not fast, Jesus stated in Luk 5:35  “‘...when the bridegroom is taken away from them, then they will fast in those days.’”


 iii. A detailed discussion of fasting is not going to be given here, it is available on our website or by CD if you don’t have internet access.


 iv. Before we move on, however, notice that Jesus fasted for “forty days.”


(a) Forty days is the longest time period given for a fast in the Bible.


(b) We may not be called by God to fast forty days, but fasting should be a regular part of our personal spiritual discipline in service to God.


(2) The second weapon Jesus used is not specifically stated yet it is strongly implied that He prayed.


 i. Biblical fasting includes prayer!


 ii. In fact, fasting without prayer is just going hungry!


 iii. There is no doubt in my mind that Jesus’ focus during those forty days was on communion with His Heavenly Father through prayer.


Illus:
It’s a sad commentary on the state of the church that many cannot pray for forty minutes, much less forty days!


(3) Though it does not show up until later in the passage where direct interaction with the devil is recorded, the third weapon Jesus used in this battle was the Word of God.


 i. A point worth making here is Jesus likely did not have a written copy of the Biblical text.


(a) At that point in history such a thing was extremely expensive.


(i) Every copy was made by hand.


(ii) The materials on which they were written were not mass produced, but made one piece at a time.


(b) To this point in His life, Jesus had been a mere carpenter, while a respectable trade, certainly not one which would produce great wealth.

Mar 6:3  “‘Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? Are not His sisters here with us?’...”


(c) What Jesus did have, as was typical among the Jews, was large portions of scripture committed to memory so He could contemplate them and recite them as necessary.


Illus:
Here again, the modern church has gotten spoiled with a multitude of translations and available forms of access (paper, electronic, audio), yet we, in reality, are often much less truly spiritual!


 ii. The three examples of Jesus using the Biblical text are listed in both Matthew and Luke’s gospel accounts.


(a)  The sequence of events begins in Mat 4:3  “And the tempter came and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”


(i) Note the accusatory tone of the accuser of the brethren as He dares say to Jesus repeatedly throughout this section:  “If you are the Son of God...”


(ii) The tempter brings that which appeals to the need or desire, on this occasion a genuine need: bread.


(iii) The temptation, however, was for Jesus to use His willingly-set-aside divine prerogatives for His own personal gain rather than trusting the Father Who promised to provide.


(iv) Jesus refutes the enemy by quoting Deu 8:3 saying: (4) “...‘It is written, “MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.”’”


(b) In verse 5 the second attempt is made as “...The devil *took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple,  (6)  and *said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, “HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU'; and 'ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.”’


(i) Note that on this occasion the devil quoted scripture – Psa 91:11-12 – and appropriately so!


(ii) His error was the misapplication of the text, much like some in the church today who claim God does not permit or bring negative things into the life of a believer.

Illus:
Far too many in the church today are so Biblically illiterate that we are easily sidetracked by error communicated either by the devil himself or one of those influenced by him!

Eph 4:14  “...we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;” 


(iii) Back to the text, Satan furthermore violates a larger tenet of scripture as Jesus exposes by quoting Deu 6:16 saying:  (7)  “...‘On the other hand, it is written, “YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.”’”


Illus:
How many of us have been guilty of putting the lord to the test and expecting Him to bail us out?

(c) The third and final exchange takes place beginning in verse 8 where “...the devil *took Him to a very high mountain and *showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory;  (9)  and he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.’”


(i) Once again the devil presents a factual statement, though on this occasion he does not quote scripture.


· Yes, he received the deed to the kingdoms of the world in the garden of Eden when he deceived the woman into eating the forbidden fruit.


· What he says, however, goes beyond his ability to fulfill as God is still supreme and will ultimately take whatever authority the devil has away!


· The devil also seeks to require what is not his to have: worship, the very thing he has sought for ages and resulted in his ouster from heaven.


(ii) In the final volley Jesus quotes Deu 6:13, saying to His adversary in verse 10: “...‘Go, Satan! For it is written, “YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.”’”


 6. The last thing we need to consider in this battle is the statement made in Luk 4:13”

“When the devil had finished every temptation, he left Him until an opportune time.” (italics mine)


(1) While nowhere else in the New Testament does it say specifically that Jesus was tempted again, we can rest assured He was.


(2) One such example may have been in the garden of Gethsemane as recorded in Luk 22:42 where He prayed:  “saying, ‘Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me;...’


(3) There too, however, He overcame as He had throughout His life, continuing His prayer saying: “‘...yet not My will, but Yours be done.’”  


Concl:
As we do the work of Jesus we will be found overcoming temptation.
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