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Intro:   1.
We want to welcome all of you who are here by special invitation because of our friends and family day.


 2. I trust you brought and appetite because one of our folks named Waymon is outside cooking up a storm and many of the ladies have brought home-made fixins to compliment the grill!


 3. We also hope you brought and appetite for spiritual matters, because that’s what we’ve been focusing on during worship and what I’ll be focusing on between now and when we get to taste Waymons not-so-secret barbeque sauce!


 4. Let me be frank with you, in case you didn’t figure it out, you’ve been invited to be here because we hope while you’re with us today you will discover the fulfillment of something that has been missing in your life.


(1) While this is true, please rest assured it was not our intent to “bait & switch” or otherwise manipulate anyone into being here today.


(2) We are just convinced that God loves each and every one of you, has a wonderful plan for your life, and that He has placed us in relationship with you to help you find it!


 5. To illustrate my point this morning, we’re going to look at three examples of individuals in the New Testament portion of the Bible who invited those around them to share a wonderful experience they had.


 I. Andrew Brought Peter


 1. Among the disciples of Jesus in the New Testament, few, if any, are more well known or more highly considered than Simon Peter.


(1) He is often well-known for his impetuous nature which got him into predicaments on more than one occasion.


(2) Yet he also has some wonderful, unique experiences that no one else had, like the day he walked on the water with Jesus!


(3) In fact, the Roman Catholic Church has established it’s entire structure and theology based on what is known as Apostolic Succession, tracing their authority as a church back to Peter’s conversation with Jesus from Mat 16:15-18  where Jesus asked His disciples:

“‘...who do you say that I am?’ (16) Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ (17) And Jesus said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.  (18)  ‘I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.’”

 2. What you may not know is how Peter actually came to be a follower of Jesus!

Joh 1:40-42  “One of the two who heard John speak and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.  (41)  He *found first his own brother Simon and *said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which translated means Christ).  (42)  He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter).”


(1) Andrew, Peter’s older brother
, had become a follower of John the Baptist.


(2) Andrew was standing with John when John saw Jesus and declared “‘Behold, the Lamb of God!’” (Joh 1:36), repeating a remark he had made the previous day when “he *saw Jesus coming...and *said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’” (Joh 1:29)


 i. By this phrase, “lamb of God”, John was referring to the Messiah Who was expected, by many in Israel at the time, to be sent by God for His people.


 ii. The Messiah was called a lamb because of the Passover lamb which was killed in the Old Testament and it’s blood placed on the doorposts and lintels so the death angel would “pass over” the houses of the Jews just before God took Israel out of Egypt.


 iii. The Passover lamb was a type – a  symbol or representation – which pointed to the Messiah who would eventually come, and John the Baptist here in the New Testament recognized Jesus as being that Messiah!


(3) When Andrew heard his teacher, John the Baptist, make this declaration he began to follow Jesus to see what He would say and do.


(4) Very shortly after interacting directly with Jesus (Joh 1:38-39) Andrew then went and found his brother Peter, who was known then as Simon, as we saw in the text just a moment ago, and brought him to meet Jesus as well.


 3. Some of you may be aware of another story in the New Testament which describes what appears to be Peter and Andrew’s first encounter with Jesus.

Mat 4:18-19  “Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.  (19)  And He *said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.’” 


(1) This event came shortly after what is described in the gospel of John.



(2) Having been aware of what John the Baptist had said about Jesus and having had an initial encounter with Him, their hearts were ready to hear Jesus’ words inviting them to leave their former lives as fishermen to become those who would help Him to touch the hearts and lives of the people of the world as fishers of men.


(3) We have a similar hope that as you have come by invitation of a friend or family member that your heart will be prepared for God’s personalized invitation to you to walk in relationship with Him from now throughout eternity.


 II. The Woman at the Well Brought Her Neighbors  (Joh 4:1-42)


 1. Early in His earthly ministry, Jesus had an encounter with a woman that violated a couple of traditional positions among the Jews.


(1) Perhaps the biggest of these was that she was from Samaria, a region north of Jerusalem where Jews had intermarried extensively with non-Jews, resulting in them being hated, ostracized and avoided at all cost by true, God-fearing Jews!


(2) Secondly, as His disciples had gone in to the city to get food because they had been traveling and did not have any, He had stayed by Himself outside the city by the well and initiated a conversation with her, something that was culturally unacceptable for a man to do with a woman.


 2. During Jesus’ conversation with her: 


(1) He allayed her fear of rejection by Him as a Jew...


(2) He revealed His knowledge of her past of five failed marriages and her current living with a man who was not her husband, yet His acceptance of her as a person...


(3) He dismantled her errant concept of worship of God, welcoming her to embrace the truth about the God she hoped in...


(4) He then revealed Himself to her as being the Messiah she had been looking for all her life...


 3. When His disciples returned from the city, she herself went into the city to report to the people there all that Jesus had said.


 4. What resulted from this interaction is recorded in Joh 4:39-42 

“From that city many of the Samaritans believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, 'He told me all the things that I have done.'  (40)  So when the Samaritans came to Jesus, they were asking Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days.  (41)  Many more believed because of His word;  (42)  and they were saying to the woman, 'It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the world.'”


 5. Once again, our hope is for this story to have it’s parallel in your visit today.


(1) Perhaps you have come this morning because of what your friend or family member has told you about what Jesus has done for them.


(2) Perhaps you have come not because of what they have said, but what you have observed about a positive change in their life since they’ve come to know Jesus.


(3) Regardless why you came, our hope is that you, like the people of the city of Samaria, will come to believe in Jesus as the Savior of the world and accept Him as your personal Savior and Lord this morning.


 III. Cornelius Gathered His Household (Acts 10)


 1. The last example I want to share with you this morning occurred after Jesus had been crucified, buried, resurrected and ascended to heaven.


(1) After His resurrection, Jesus told His disciples to “‘Go...and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit’” (Mat 28:19), but before going, “‘...to stay in the city until [they were] clothed with power from on high.’” (Luk 24:49)



(2) Having received this gift in Acts 2, they began to tell others about what Jesus had done for them and all who will receive Him.


(3) Up to Acts chapter 10, the only ones the disciples talked to about Jesus were Jews, because they misunderstood, thinking the Jews were the only ones for whom Jesus had come.


(4) In Acts chapter 10, God made it clear to Peter that “...’God is not one to show partiality,  (35)  but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him.” (Act 10:34-35)


(5) It is here we encounter a man named Cornelius.


 2. Cornelius was not a Jew, but was high ranking Roman soldier among a group of people known as a god-fearing Gentiles.


(1) Such individuals recognized that neither the Greek pantheon of gods or the Roman concept of Emperor worship were accurate representations of who God really is.


(2) As a result, Cornelius, his household, and others like him, embraced the God of the Jews, reverencing Him and giving gifts to the Jews based in devout service to their God.


(3) Cornelius in particular was noted as being a man who “...prayed to God continually...” (Act 10:2)


(4) On one occasion God sent Cornelius an angel who instructed him to send some men to get a man named Peter, telling him exactly where to find him.


(5) Cornelius did just that, expecting God had a message for him through Peter, though he had no idea who Peter was!


(6) What Cornelius also didn’t know was God would give Peter a vision the very next day, just before Cornelius’ men arrived, and instruct Peter to go with them even though they were Gentiles.



 3. The parallel between Cornelius and our time together today begins after he dispatched the men.


(1) Act 10:24  Tells us that while his men were gone, “...Cornelius was waiting for them and had called together his relatives and close friends.”


 i. While as a generous, hospitable man Cornelius undoubtedly provided food and housing for all his guests, they had not been gathered together just to have a party.


 ii. In fact, verse 33 of that same chapter tells us they were all there, recognizing they were “‘"...present before God to hear all that [Peter had] been commanded by the Lord.’” (Act 10:33)



(2) Your friends or family members have invited you for the very same reason.


 i. Yes, we want to share a meal with you and hope you have enjoyed the nice soft chairs and air conditioning on this warm summer day.


 ii. But the primary reason you were invited is we believe the Lord wanted you to hear this message that He has given me just for this occasion!


Concl:


(1) First let me tell you that this is not merely a recruitment drive.


 i. While you are certainly welcome to do so, whether or not you become part of this congregation is not really a major concern to us.

 ii. In fact, and this may be hard for you to believe, if there is a good church closer to where you live, we’d love to see you get plugged in there!

 iii. If you are actively involved in another church, we encourage you to remain so.

 iv. If you don’t live in this neighborhood and are not involved in another church, we’d even be willing to help you find a church closer to your home!


(2) As I said at the beginning of this message:  “We are just convinced that God loves each and every one of you, has a wonderful plan for your life, and that He has placed us in relationship with you to help you find it!”


 i. If you don’t have a personal relationship with God through His Son Jesus Christ, we’d love to help you to establish one before you leave today.

 ii. All of us were separated from God by sin.

 iii. But God loves people so much that He sent His Only Son Jesus to die on the cross to pay for our sin, then raised Him from the dead to provide us with the opportunity for a new life in Him

 iv. He also sent His Spirit to dwell in us, providing us the power we need to serve Him.
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